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CHAPTER I. 



nrmoDOCTOBT. 



No apology is needed for the publica- 
tion at this time of a History of Ogle 
County. There are few who will not at 
once recognize the importance of the work. 

The following sketches, perhaps, can 
hardly be dignified with the title of a 
history, firom a lack of order and arrange 
went which is almost unavoidable under 
the ciroamstances} but such as they are, 
we bcHeve them to be accurate and relia- 
ble. In looking to books for materials, 
wc have endeavored to find such as could 
be relied upon for accuracy and impar- 
tiality, while the accounts given by the 
pioneers now living are from men who 
can be relied upon for probity and integ- 
rity and a knowledge of the things where- 
of they have spoken . We have consulted 
Hakluyt's Vowes, Hennepin's Works, 
Burnet's Notes, Bancroft's History of the 
United States, Hart's History of the Val- 



ley of the Mississippi, She! ton's History 
of Michigan, Ford's History of llU«oisv 
Peck's Western Annals, and many kher^ 
works, and in some instances have^a^dopt^ 
parts of them as beat expressing what we 
wanted to show« 

We have commenced with a rapid 
sketch of the Early Settlement of the' 
.Northwest, which is inseparably conneetecP' 
with the history of out own county. In 
this we have drawn from the most authen- 
tic sources such facts as presented them- 
selves to ua as possessing interest and 
were well sustained. The settlement of 
the entire Valley of the Mtesissippi, of 
which this section isa part, is so connected 
with our own local history, that we couldf 
not in justice pass it by. 

The Black Hawk War, in which many 
of our citizens took a part, is a matter in 
which we have all felt a deep interest, 
occurring, as it did, where our own fire- 
sides are now located. Its history is full 
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of incidents bordering upon the romantic, 
and far more thrilling than the veriest 
blood-and-thunder fiction ever published. 
We have merely called our work a his- 
tory for want of a better title. It is ne- 
cessarily written during a pressure of 
m«ltitudinou8 engagements, which pre- 
Tent our giving these sketehes an (arrange- 
ment and classification which we could 
readily give were they all written previ- 
ous to their publication. 



CHAPTEK II. 

'Oa Easter Sunday, in the year 1512, 
-Juaa Ponce de Leon, a comrade of Chris- 
Ti;opber Columbus, discovered the conti- 
nent of America, near St. Augustine, and 
maiBed the new country Florida, The 
cauaea whi:h led to this discovery were 
ithe fiame which actuated scores of the 
adventurers of that day, viz : a thirst for 
gold and a desire to find the fountain, said 
to erist in the wilds of America, which 
was thought to have the power of renew- 
ipg the youth of those who drank of or 
baihed in ita waters. Though unsuccess- 
ful in their own search after these objeets, 
the earlier adventurers bore back to their 
native land marvellous tales of what might 
l>e found, and thus stimulated others to 
renew a search in which they had failed. 
Among the most noted of those whom these 
ireports reached was Ferdinand De Soto, 
-who, in the month of May, 1539, or 
about three hundred and nineteen years 
ago, anchored his vessel near the coast of 
the Peninsula of Florida, inr Tampa Bay. 
He was accompaaied by a brilliant band j 



of followers, many of whom were of no- 
ble birth, all of them eager to clutch 
the golden treasures which were said 
to exist in America. The career of 
De Soto and his ill-fated band is fa- 
miliar to all our readers. The ill suc- 
cess of their search after gold, their fail- 
lire to discofrer the founiaia of youth, the 
sickness and wasting away of the troop, 
and the death and burial in the Missis- 
sippi of their high-spirited and energetic- 
leader, are '' familiar as household words." 
Of the " gallant six hundred " who ac- 
companied De Soto in his setting-oat, 
about one-half left their bones to bleach 
on the morasses and mountains of the 
South from Georgia to Arkansas. This, 
the first expedition of Europeans into the 
Valley of the Mississippi, left no trace 
behind it. They gained nothing fcr 
themselves or those to come after them,, 
and the only effect produced was to em- 
bitter the minds of the Indians and to 
dishearten those who might otherwise 
have attempted to explore this vsUey, 

During the succeeding century not an 
European made his appearance ir^ the ter- 
ritory now known as " the West/' lu 
1616, Le Caron, a French Franciscan, had. 
penetrated to the streams which run into 
Lake Huron, and in 1684 two Jesuits had 
founded the first mission among tlje rivisrs ' 
and marshes of the region east of that 
lake; but it was in 1641, just one 
hundred years after De Soto reached the 
Mississippi, that the first Canadian envoys 
met the savage nations of the Northwest , 
at Uie Falls of St. Mary, below the outlet 
of Lake Superior.* It was*hot until 1659 
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^tbftt evei« any. of tba fnr^traders 8p«Dt a 
^mntfir iot . I|be - froaen regioos ab<yat the 
^gceai lak«, odr till 1660 tl>at the un- 
'^^phi«g devetioD of the missionaries 
.<MBed tbe &cs^ stadLoQ to rise upon its 
tbordece. : The earliest of the lasting habi- 
t^tipne of tii« wbi^e man among the Indi- 
4^fis of tihe N^thweat was bnilt in 1665 
by ¥ather Claude Allouez. After this 
.Vi^Oisrable/iQan eame :CHiiade Dablon and 
^atp^ Marquette to St. Mary's Falls and 
tbow fotwded la paission. Nicholas Per 
tf^ agent for Talon, the intendant of 
Qanada, explored' Lake Michigan as fur 
4^B Chicago in 167€>. The year following 
tilMBse explorations of Perrot, the French 
foirmaJiy took possession of the Great 
Northwest, in the presence of an assem 
^led multitude of the aborigines, who had 
come from every part of the surrounding 
:C0untry to witness the ceremony; and in 
the same year Marquette gathered a little 
band of listeners at Point St. I||;natius, 
on the main land north of the island of 
Mackinac. Unlike the ambitious De Soto, 
who had found the Father ©f Waters in 
his sfarch for the mystic fountain, mighty 
iutiea and mdnes of gold, the heart of the 
no less ambitious Marquette yearned for 
the numberless hosts of the children of 
<}od, yho, he rightly fancied, were living 
iipon its fertile banks, and upon whom the 
light of the Gospel never shone. Pursu- 
jftnt to the orders of Talon, on the 13th of 
Maj^ 1673, with Monsieur Joliet, of Que- 
bec^ and five boatmen, this noble man left 
Hichilimackioac in two bark canoes, with 
a swU store of Indian corn and jerked 
niLe^, boifud tfaej knew not whither. The 
first natioi;i they visited bgged tlu^m to 



desist from their daring adventure; they 
told them of ferocious savages and blood- 
thirsty warriors upon the " Great Kiver," 
who would slaughter them with the least 
provocation; of a demon, who engulfed 
in the boiling waters around him any who 
might come within the reach of his fatal 
power;* and should they pass these dan- 
gers, there were heats by which they must 
certainly perish. 

"I thanked them," says Marquette^ 
" for their good advice, bnt I told theuk 
that I could not follow it, since the salva- 
tion of souls was at stake, f«r which I 
should be overjoyed to give my life." 

They passed through Green Bay and 
entered Fox River, and after having cru- 
elly cut their feet up<Jn the stones, while 
dragging their canoes through the strong 
rapids, arrived at an Indian village whert 
the Miamis, Mascoutens and Kickapoes 
lived together in harmony. Here Fathar 
Allouez, of whom we have before spoken, 
had preached, and evidently not without 
some effect; for, to their surprise, Mar- 
quette and his party found in the middle 
of the town a cross on which had been 
hung bows and arrows, belts and skins, 
which " these good people had offered to 
the Great Manitou, to thank him because 



*The reference here is to the legend of Pia- 
sau, or the monster bird that devoured men, 
of which some rude Indian paiatings were seen 
thirty years since on the cliffs above the «ity 
of Alton, and the Indians, as they passed in 
their canoes, made offerings by dropping to- 
bacco and ether articles, valuable in theur 
estimation, into the river. John Russell, Esq., 
of Illinois, wrete this ''Indian Tradition" into 
a beautiful stdry that went the rounds of pe- 
riodioalUterature in 1«40.— TfMtem AamU. 
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he. had taken pity on them during the 
win|tcr, and had givep them an abundant 
cha^e/' Hqr^ was the bound of discovery ; 
•jxoti even the myst daring Frenchman had 
ever ventured into the wilds beyond. It 
is not to be wondered at, therefore, that 
the bravery of those seven men, who were 
casting themselves upon the mercy of 
savages, should excite astonishment in 
the minds of those *' braves/' who. better 
knew the dangers beyond* 

Leatln^ these hospitable strangersy with 
two gaidestoiead th^m through the lukos 
^nd ii^arshos whieh abounded in that re- 
gion, they started for the Wisconsin river, 
which, they were told, rose about three 
kagueft distant and fell into the Missis- 
sippi. ■ Strengthening their souls with 
prayer to the Virgin Mother, they com- 
mitted themselves to the hands of God 
and the. bosom cff a westward flowing 
river. Although the Wisconsin is a 
sand-barred stream^ and hard to navigate, 
their troubles were compensated by its 
vine-clad islands, the waving meadows 
^Ibng its banks, the graceful slopes and 
music ringiog forests* After floating 
down the river for six days, with inex- 
pressible joy they entered the Mississippi. 
On they flojlteddown the "Great River," 
with living things above, beneath, on 
either haud, but nowhere could be seen 
a vestige of man, until the 21st day of 
June, when a trail was discovered on the 
western bank, which, Marquette and Jo- 
Het following, led to an Indian village at 
a shor. distapce from the river. Here 
ithjey wore hospitably received, and they 
found themselves in a town of the 
^UJiiaois/' The rest of the company 



wer« immediately bcought,at»d after nsany 
eeremooies, a feast was prepared of D«t 
exactly modern style, the first course ood- 
sisting of hominy, the seeond of fish, tlie 
third of dog, and the last of roast buffalo. 

Proceeding on their journey, they found 
the river all along, and on either side, 
inhabited by these rude ehildrea of the 
forest. 

They touched at points now wel! known 
to every citizen of our State, till they 
reached the Arkansas or <^ A|[amsca,'' 
as it was called, when they determined to 
return to the North, being deterred by 
the dangers which beset the route to the 
mouth of the Mississippi; and on the 
19th of July they commenced to retrace 
their steps and turned towards the Lake, 
and reached Green Bay in September 
without loss or injury. 

The circumstances attending the death 
of the simple-minded Marquette were af- 
fecting. In the month of May, in 1675, 
as he was passing with his boatmen up 
Lake Michigan, he proposed to land at 
the mouth of a stream running from the 
peninsula, and perform mass. Imita- 
ting the example of his Master before 
him, he " went apart to pray.'' Not te- 
turning as soon as they expected, his 
boatmen, remembering that he had said 
something about his death being near at 
hand, went to seek him. In the act of 
prayer he had fallen asleep forever. In 
the sands on the shores of the " Great 
Lakes" this man of boundless sympathy 
found a narrow home. A river in Michi- . 
gan bears the name of the missionary, 
at the mouth of which it is said his body 
was buried. His remains were removed 
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a year after, by the Indians, and conveyed 
to his naiasion at Mackinac. The place of 
his death, however, has never yet been 
definitely ascertained, though several wri- 
ters agree in fixing it at or near the mouth 
of the Marquette River. 

Among those who had listened to* the 
story of Marquette's expedition to the 
west, was Rpbert De La Salle. He was a 
native of Normandy, and having lost his 
patrimony from some cause unknown to 
us, came to the new world to seek his 
fortune. He had long had in his mind 
the project of crossing the continent, and 
thus opening a shorter way to China and 
the East. Glad was hp to receive from 
Marquette the suggestion, that by follow- 
ing up the Mississippi, or turning into 
some of the rivers that flow into it from 
the west, his end could be accomplished 
without great difficulty. He immediately 
laid before the Governor of Canada his 
ambitious design. He proposed, as a 
first step, to re-build Fort Frontenac, now 
Kingston, Canada, (which took its name 
from the GU)vernor,) which proposition 
he had good reason to expect would 
meet the wishes of the Governor. Nor 
were his expectations wrong. Fronte- 
nac warmly endorsed his wholo plan, 
for he saw, if La Salle's project was 
successful, that a chain of forts upon 
the lakes and rivers which so won- 
derfully unite the Great West should 
Knk the Gulf of Mexico to Canada, the 
power of France would be unmeasured, 
and he himself would receive unequaled 
glory, if, as he hoped, all could be ac- 
complished under his administration. By 
his adTiee La Salle sit once started for 



France. The plans of the penniless ad^ 
venturer were warmly approved of by* 
the French authorities. La Salle wa» 
made a Chevalier, and was invested with 
the seigniory of Fort Frontenac, provided 
he should re-build it. He returned to 
Canada and labored for nearly two yeanp 
upon the Fort, and then, in the year 167 7y 
went again to France to report progress. 
In the latter part of September, 1678, hei 
returned to Fort Frontenac vested with 
new authority, and having gained nev 
privileges. ' 

On the 22d of January, 16T6, the 
docks for building a vessel were made at 
two leagues above Niagara Falls, and on 
the 26th of the same month, the keel and 
some other pieces being ready. La Salle 
drove the first pin of the first vessel ever 
built to navigate the Great Lakes of the 
North and the Northwest. We may bfe 
pardoned if we pause here to take a sur- 
vey of the changes which have been made' 
in less than two centuries. It is with no' 
little pride that we point to the vast com- 
merce whose sails now dot every portion' 
of these Lakes, and which is rivalling the 
commerce of the ocean. In a receut lec- 
ture, Lieut. Maury stated, on the authority 
of Col. Graham's report to the department^ 
at Washington, that the shipping and 
commerce of Lake Michigan amount to 
$218,000,000. He also stated that th# 
value of the shipping and commerce pass- 
ing over the St. Clair Flats averages da{fy<f 
for two hundred and thirty days of wwh 
year, $1,120,223. At this estimate, one 
hundred and twelve vesi^els, valued with 
their cargoes $10,000 each, must pass 
over the Flats daily. He stated the value 
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of tha lake commerce to be *200,000,000 ' 
to each lake, except Lake Erie, which is 
estimated at 8800,000,000. Wh|it a vaat 
ofaaage has been made since the launching 
6i the Qriffin, two centuries ago! 

Qb the 7th of Attgust, 1779, La Salle 
•with his little oompany, of whom one was 
Loiusi Hennepin, a monk of the Recollefc 
^ofder, »t€|rted fox Illinois. On the 8d of 
Bfleember, thej left Fort St. Joseph, which 
^wfB8 hm\i at that time by La Salle, who 
JvftiB gamson of ten m^n, and built Fort 
CrevecoBuer, on the Illinois Kiver, early 
i* 168^, From Fort Cirevecoeuei: La Saile 
BBturned to Canada, while Hennepin con- 
tinued the exploration. Oa the last day 
of F-ebruary, 1680, he started for the 
Mississippi, which he reached after a 
journey of seven days, and by the 11th of 
April had paddled up the Wisconsin. On 
tjxe 1st of May he reached St. Anthony's 
Falls, where he was taken prisoner and 
ireouained three months. Hennepin re- 
turned to New-France in November of 
the same year, and published . his first 
work in 1684, in France. 

We feid La. Salle again, in August, 
1681, on his way up the Lakes, and on 
the 3d of November at the St. Joseph's, 
undismayed at the losses and ill fortune 
to which he had been subjected. On the 
16th of April, 1682, the Chevalier and 
lus piarty discovered the three passages 
by which the Mississippi discharges its 
waters into the Gulf. La Salle here took 
poflBOSsion of the country for his king, 
and erected a column bearing the arms of 
France and an appropriate inscription. 

We are compelled to pass over the 
'^^iaps 4uid mkhaps'' with which this 



lion-hearted adventurer met, and Am^j 
record his death by the hands of bis^Qlm 
comrades, in 1687. 

De Soto's dream of gold is realised* 
After the lapse of nearly three oenturies^ 
and a half, we now, in this year of grkce 
18 51^, hear more reliable tales than he 
did, of the discoveries of imnoense h^ap^ 
of wealth on the eastern slope of tic^e 
Rocky Mountains. In the VaHey of th^ 
]VIis$issippi, where the boaes of the ad- 
venturous Spaniard were laid, we jQuad all 
that he sought, save the fountain of youjb)i;. 
Populous cities and stores of countless 
wealth are on evej?y side of us; while h& 
who so bravely sought what .we now sea 
and enjoy, sleeps in the bosom of the Fv 
ther of Waters, where no monumental 
stone shall ever rise to mark his last i^est- 
ing-place, 

CHAPTER in. 

Although La Salle came very far short 
of a realization of his ambitious dreams, 
he played no insignificant ps^t in the early 
settlement of the, North^e^t He i^ptafc- 
lished several permanent forts, and thua 
opened the gateway for the tide of imnc^if- 
gration, so that as early as 1693 w^ hea 
of mission stations among tl^ Iliipois 
which were so permanent as to ide^i^fy 
the places of their loca^tion, and many oT 
them are now flourishing cities. Kaj^lpa?- 
kia, Cahokia and Peoria w^re prominen;t 
points at the above date, dthough the 
precibe time of their first settlement is not 
positively known, except it be that; of Pe- 
oria, which is situated on the site of ihA 
old Fort Creveooeur, which La SaUe bullt^ 
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08 we have said, in the early part of 1680. 
These, however, must he regarded as mis- 
sioti slations, where a few priests, under 
the supervision of Father Gravier, who 
was Ihe first to reduce the lan^age of the 
Indians to grammatfcal order, ministered 
to the spiritual wants of the natives, until 
tii^ year 1712, when they hecame known 
as' French fecttlements. Whatever be the 
time of the first settlement of the three 
pla'^es named above, it is evident that Kas- 
kaskia comes first in order; very soon 
alller^ Oakokia; and next Peoria. •' 

La Salle's project, to discover and settle 
Louisiana by sea, was next undertaken by 
D'lberville in 1697. Like his predeces- 
sor, he wet favor in the court of France, 
and with two ships, on the 17th of Octo- 
ber, 1698, he left the court of France, 
and on the 2d of March, 1699, he entered 
the mouth of the Mississippi having ac- 
complished with little difficulty what had 
long been regarded as almost an impossi- 
l)ility. After dispatching one of his 
vessels to France with the news of his 
success, he began slowly to ascend the 
vast river ; and after gaining a limited 
acquaintance with its appearance for a 
short distance above its mouth, he built 
a fort near the mouth of the Mobile, and 
leaving a suitable garrison, returned to 
France. While he was gone, the com- 
mander of the fort, being absent on an 
I expedition about the mouth of the Mis- 
sissippi, met a British vessel carrying 
twelve cannon. Assuming an imposing 
auttiority, he informed his rivals that if 
they did not leave the river immediately 
he would bring to bear his forces, which 
were amply gufficient to oblige theai to 



do 60. This had its desired effect, an<ci, 
the Britons left the French in quiet pos- 
session for the time being only, for they 
believed thoir claim was paramount, aad 
they afterwards supported it with moti& 
courage than upon tliis occasion, mod ii 
was settled only at the conclusion of ih» 
French war of 1756. D'IberTilk) ro- 
turned from France in January, 1790, 
and having heard of the advances of the 
British, he formally took possession of 
the great valley of the West, and built a 
fort on the bank of the river. He then 
proceeded up the river and laid the eof- 
ner stone of Fort Rosalie, where the city 
of Natchez, Miss., now stands. Leaving 
a mining company to search for copper^ 
which company was not very suoeessfol^ 
he returned to France, but visited this 
country again on the following year. Ex- 
cepting a settlement on the Mobile, he 
effected very little. In the year 1708 he 
died, having written his name amoog 
the successful adventurers of his ag«. 
The French government, losing very- 
much of its confidence in these modes of 
procedure to establish actual setdleme&ts^ 
and thinking that a single man, who had 
his own pecuniary interests at stake, would 
do more for her advancement, gave the 
actual possession of Louisiana to Gro- 
zat for fifteen years. Meeting with 
nothing but loss, he surrendered his privi- 
lege in 1797, having kept it five years. 

In the month of June, 1701, Fort Pont- 
ohartrain was founded by Cadillac wkeoe 
the city of Detroit »ow stands. 

The management of affiairs in the west 
now passed into the hands of the noted 
Mississippi ^mpany, or Ck)mpak) v of. the 
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, West. The government nourishfcd with 
«T«ry possible care this element of ruin, 
lanth arising it to sell its shares for public 
isiock taken at par, which was selling at 
60 *o 70 per cent, discount, giving exclu- 
isivevigfat e£ the Mississippi country trade 
4^ twenty-five years, the monopoly of the 
-C^adian beaver trade and the tobacco 
4rade, the exri^inive right of trading in 
■Jlsia and the East Indies, the fanning of 
the public revenues, the exclusive right 
«^ coining for nine years, &c., &c., until 
lift April, 1720, the stock of the Company 
•httd risen to 2050 per cent., while it had 
in ctrculation notes for $200,000,000. 
Then the bubble burst. Tlie decline of 
stocks began in April, and in spite of the 
.government, the company was bankrupt 
•in May. Yet this strange mania was not 
-without some benefits. It introduced the 
cultiva:tion of tobacco, indigo, rice and 
«ilk; it opened the lead mines of Mis- 
^souvi, in the hope of finding silver, and 
-wheat, in the Northern portions of the 
^untry, began to assume a place among 
ithe eommoditi'es of the day, and withal 
the French settlements were considerably 
.extended. " Law's Mississippi Scheme" 
'is now almost proverbial for the magni- 
tude of its promises a-nd the narrowness 
-of the basis on which it rested. 

When the Company of the West gave 
up Louisiana again to the French govern- 
ment, it was determined to strike terror 
intothe Chickasaws, who constantly inter- 
fered with the trade on the Mississippi. 
On the lOihof May, 1736, D^Artaguette, 
'goirernor of Illinois, and Vincenncs, ap- 
plied in the Chickasaw country, leading 
«> email body of French and more than a 



thousand northern Indians; but they were 
disappointed in not meeting Bienville, the 
king's lieutenant, whpm they expeoted. 
They waited ten days for his appearanoe, 
when, fearful of exhausting the palienee 
of his red allies, D' Artaguette ordered an 
onset. Two Chickasaw etations wer« i uo* 
eesafuUy carried, but in attacking tkn 
third, the French leader fell, when the 
Illinois fied, leaving D'Artaguette lod 
Yincennes, who would not leave him, in 
the hands of the Chickasaws. Five dajs 
afterwards, Bienville appeared, but it vae 
too late; the Chickasaws were on their 
guard, and had so fortified their positioo 
that the French attacked them in vaio. 
On the 20th of May, D'Artaguette had 
fallen; on the 27th, Bienville had failed 
in his assault; on the 31st, throwing his 
cannon into the river, he and his white 
companions turned to the southward. The 
successful Chickasaws danced around the 
flames in which they burned D'Artaguette, 
Vinccnnfcs and the Jesuit Senat, a priest 
who stayed and died of his own free will, 
because duty bade him.* 

In the year 1720 Louisiana became the 
theater of a succession of tragedies at 
once both sickening and appalling, and 
between the inimical Indians and the 
French, many scalps were ^aken^ and much 
blood was shed, until 1740, when a treaty 
of peace was concluded. . 

Very little is told us w happening te- 
tween the years 1740 and 1750 in Weit- 
ern history. Wc give below some ex- 
tracts from letters written by a missionary 
among the Illinois, which will serve to 
show the advancement of civilization in 

*W«Btern Annals, pp. 62, 68, 
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Letten fro« % XMoDtfj— SeUlsmenU oa the MlolMlppl^Lead Mines in Illinoi«— Their Value. 



X750. Writing from " Aax IIliTioi»," 
eighteen miles from Fort Rosalie, ed the 
8th of June, 1750, Vitier says : ** We have 
Jiere,* whites, negroes, and Indians, to sny 
Bothing of the orosshreeds. There are 
five French villages, and three villages of 
the natives Wtthio a spaoe of 21 leagues, 
jiituated between the Mis^is6ippi and ano- 
ther river oalled the Karkadiad*(Ka8ka8- 
Jiia.) In the five Freneh villages are 
perhaps eleven hundred whites, three 
liundred blaeks, and some sixty red staves 
or savages* The three Illinois towns do 
Dot contain; more than «ight hundred 
aoiils, all told/' 

Vivier mentions in another part of the 
fianie letter Peoria, which probably con- 
tained as uiany inhabitants as the other 
tiree towns together. "Most of the 
JPrench till the soil," he continues; "they 
raise wheat, cattle, pigs and horses^ 
and live like princes. Three times as 
much is produced as ean be consumed, 
and great quantities of grain and flour 
are sent to New-Orleans." Under date 
lof Noiremlscr 17th of the same year, he 
writes: "For fifteen leagues above the 
mouth of the Mississippi one sees no 
dwellings, the ground being too low to be 
inhabited^ T^^^nce to New-Orleans the 
lands are only partially occupied. New- 
Orleans contains, black, white and red, 
not more, I think, than twelve hundred 
persons. To this point come all kinds 
of lumber, brick, salt beef, tallow, tar, 
skins and bear's grease, a«d above all, 
porfc and Aotir fvom Illinois. These 
things create some commerce; forty 
Teasels, and more, have come here this 
season. Above New-Orleans, plantations 
2 



are again met with; the, most oonsidef^ 
ble is a colony of Germans, some tei^ 
leagues up the river. At Point. poup^i^ 
thirty-five leagues above the Gei man set- 
tlement, is a fort. Along here, withiij 
five or six leagues, are not less than si:st^ 
habitations. Fifty leagues farther up ^ 
the Natchez Post, where we have a garoi- 
son who are kept prisoners by their feaf 
of the Chickasaws and other savages Heije 
at Point Coupee, they raise excellent tor 
bacco. Another hundred leagues brings 
us to the Arkansas, where we have ab.o a 
fort apd garrison for the benefit of rive» 
traders. There were some inhabitants 
about here formerly, but in 1748 the 
Chickasaws attacked the post, slew manyi, 
took thirteen prisoners, and drove the 
rest into the fort. From the Arkansas U^ 
the Illinois, nearly five hundred leagues,* 
there is not a settlement. There should^ 
however, be a good fort on the Ouabachj^^^ 
(Wabash,) the only path by which the 
English can reach the Mississippi. In^ 
the Illinois are numberless mines, ,bu^ 
no one to work them as they deserve.^ 
Some individuals dig lead near the sair-, 
face and supply the Indians and Can^da^ > 
Two Spaniards now here, who claim to lije.^ 
adepts, say that our mines are like those of 
Mexico, and that if we would dig deep.er^j 
we would find silver under the Ica^., .A,^^ 
any rate, the lead is excellent,; .Ther€^; 
is also in this country copper minep, l)^7(^. 
yond doubt, as from time to time Urg^,.. 
pieces are found in the streams. -y^ ,^ 

• p — r^ TtTTTifrrjs* 

*In most of the ancient French journals, 
distanoe is AYorrated, as in this instance. It 
is nearer five hundred miles than leftgucs. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

We have keretofore followed the move- 
ments of the French, who were making 
bold advances and sustaining severe losses, 
while the English, although they were 
watching with the most jealous careful- 
kiefls the operations of the French, were 
domparatively inactive. Previous to 1750, 
no English settlement had been made 
West of the Alleganies, although Great 
Britain claimed the territory from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific, on the ground that 
the right secured by the discovery of the 
coast was a title of ownership tp the whole 
country; and she also claimed the interior 
bj right of actual discovery and by her 
purehflse of it from the Indian owners. 
Among the' discoveries made by the En- 
gliih^ we notice, first, that of John How- 
^rdL who, tradition says, left Virginia in 
1742, erosaed thd Alleganies, and de- 
flccndad the Ohio in a canoe of buffalo 
idtint to the Mtssissinpi, where he was 
token ptisonei; by the Trench. This is 
the first wed aiiihenticated account we 
UaVe of the English e^splorations of the 
Ohio and Mississippi- Six years after, 
Oonrad Weiser was sent from Philadelphia 
to Logstown, an Indian village on the 
Ohio, to gain the friendship of the West^ 
crn savages by presents and professions of 
good will toward them. There had doubt- 
less been English traders along the Ohio 
fome time previous to this expedition of 
Weiser; indeed, we have reason to believe 
tthat they had penetrated so far, as earlj 
AS 1.725, although there is no evidence 
ffbich ifiijes the earliest date with any 
#«Etftintj. The country west of the Al- 



leganies had, for a long time, to a great 
extent, been under the power of the 
Iroquois, a eombioation of bik nations, 
who had by .firtue of war gained poests- 
sion of what ia now Kentucky^ Indiana, 
Ohio, Illinois, Wisconain, socne of Bri- 
tish America, and even beyond the Mis- 
sissippi. In 1G84, at a treaty meeting 
held at Albany,. this oonfedeiacy placed 
itself under the protection of the Bvitisli 
goveromenty and sold to the English i 
Vvast^traptpf.c/ountry south Rud east of 
thie;' Illinois: River, and extending across 
Lake Huron into Canada.'''^ The sir 
Dations, al3D, in 1726, signed a deed which 
placed their lands in the po8«e8sk)n of 
the British, '^to be protected and defended 
by his Majesty to and for the use of their 
heirs.''*!" France by the treaty of Utrecht 
had agreed not to invade Jjhe country of 
Britian's Tndiap allies^ ai^4 she certainlj 
was justified. in e^jecting the Frepch to 
respect their obligations, and in cJaiu^ing 
her own even by force of arms. ; The 
question of the extent of the .pos^pssioi^a 
of the Iroquois arises here, which, with 
the claim of prior discovery by the French, 
leaves it a matter of investigation, whether 
or not the claims of the English, were 
right, which we purpose to leave to oth- 
ers more curious. . , 

Some of the country in question is said 
to have actually been purchased by the 
British, whicli fact was. also put forward 
to substantiate their claim. jThis pur- 
chase was made at Lancaf«ter, Pennsylva- 
nia, at a council which commenced its 

*WePte«i.A««ftla." 

f Powell's MmHisivfit^ of IJbe * OiHoalwiy 

page 267. . . , \ . . ♦ 
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Purchase of Land by the CoKimiitiMers from Maryland— The " Ohio Company*' formed to colonise the Wcit. 



session on the 22d of June, 1744,^^(1 
lasted until the fourth of July. At this 
Oenvention the Comniissiottergfrom ftltiry-'; 
land paid for the land pufohased £22f0,4iii 
Pennsylratiia' carl-eucy; and those from 
Virginia paid £200 in gold and as much 
l^ooda, promising more as settlements ex,- 
itended.* It was to fulfil this prpmis^, as 
well as tp '^ prospect" iior settlements du 
the West, that Weiser made his expedi- 
tion in 1748. France made evei'y possi- 
ble effort to drive back her rival without 
resorting to open war. In 1749^ M. de 
Oallissoniere sent a party of soldiers under; 
Louis CeleroD, to pb^oie, Uadoa pktesy on 
-which were inscribed «t l«ngtfe the claims 
of France, in the mounds and at the 
mouths of the rfvcrsf in Ihe dfsputed 
territories, which, with, various other plans 
to establish their. claims,proved unavailing^ 

Companies were formed to colon iae the 
West, which met with Bntish 'support 
without regard to French claims. In 
1748j the "Ohio Company" presented 
their petition to the ting for a grant of 
land beyond the mountains, in answer to 
which petitiiMi the Govfernop of Virginia 
wa& directed to graat totbe doiMfpanyia 
half, a, milli<wfc abres of • Jjuid- be5fotfd '%he 
m^UQtftiqs, in the Virgtfiia: Fmvihce.'^e 
find in .the lUt kfi the 'inombeTS <^ this' 
CGiwjKiijy^ the nkuie of George'^ WofShing^ 
toij, tiea. little kneivn to' feme. " Thfe 
— ^ — .--j^ — .. ■ ■ f .M , - , ,, 

*The alleged purchase at Logiito:iya"W(as stur- 
dily resisted by the Iroquois, as also the Lan- 
caster treaty claim, as a fraucl. It was never 
admitted by the tribas-of the Six Nations. See 
a tjfwt.caUed *♦ Plain Thon^litg." ' 

fSee Records of American Antiquarian So- 
ciety, Tol. 2, page 535—41. 



Loyal Company received a grant of eight 
hundred thousand acres of land, od the 
12th of June,;i749; ^nd on the 29th of 
October, 1751, the Green Briar Comptnjr 
received a grant Qf one hundred thooaand 
acres. 

'Thus i;he clouds were gathering for the, 
storm, the conflicting elements in which 
were none other than the two proudest 
nations of the Old World, whose stage of 
action was this whole broad coDtiDent. 
The French fanned the flame already 
kindled in the breasts of the red meiif 
against their eastern invaders, while the^ 
Etigllsh showed that stern determination 
which only is attended with success. The 
French in 1759 began to strengthen cer- 
tain points on the Upper Ohio, from 
wiiich the lower posts might be easily at- 
tacked, and 'opened a line of communica- 
tion from Erie to the Allegany, on whii*' 
road", at the head of Frencr* Creek, thej 
built a fort. Early in 1752, the French 
demanded of theTwIgtwees,a nation friend- 
ly to the English, the surrender of soni* 
trjtdtrfi who were ' established on the Mi* 
ami, 'in the Twigtwees' country. . Thes» 
Indians coiild not thus easily b<? frigkkr 
eoed to delivijr their .friends into tl># . 
handp of .their enemies, and consequwitly 
* an atttack eosofed. ^ Assisted by the Otta- 
'» whs and Chi'ppewas, after a severe battle, 
in ^hich fourteen of the natives ww 
killed and many more wounded, the Frcn^ . 
captured, th(? post aqd carried ike tm^iMrt 
to Capada^is prisoners.* 

Thi&was the resnlt'of the first attempt 
of <hfe English 'td establish a permanent 

^An early writer, speaking of thii attaek, 
says the prisoners were buried alive. 
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Settlement west of the raouDtains. Bhod 
had been shed; the French grew more 
' z^Slious to blockade every avcoue of 
a^^baeh, and the British, with a more 
^km ' ^dterniinatioa, prepared for the 
cbiii'fng contest. Crown' Point, Niaga- 
xVj Mviere de/Boeuf and the junction of 
tiie ' Btonongahela and Allegany Kivcrs 
immediately became the sites upoq which 
werfe located French forts, which were 
s|)eedily garrisoned, and the Governors of 
the American provinces were commanded 
to drive away the French intruders from 
these posts by force of ^arms. In the same 
ySa'r, 1754, Washington, with four hun-, 
dfciJ'men, was sent from' Virginia to es- 
tablish military works on the tanks of 
the Ohio. Every American history has 
enlai-ged upon the achievements U thi& 
period, and it is scarcely necessary for us 
to repeat them. General Braddock soon 
arhVed with a large force, and the seven 
y«a^s' war was fairly commenced. Speak- 
ing in' tliis connection, Hart, in his *aiis- 
ttkyo£ ^tte Valley of the Mississippi,'' 
says :\ ^ 

^*^This war was ostensibly b«gun to assert 
the^ghta tf each uatiou to the te;rriUry mtst 
of ihe mountains, but it was, in fact, a contest 
fm' Auprema^y throughout all the North Ameri- 
cai^onilnlons; ■- It began amidst the mountain- 
fAsUs of .tlie Alleganies J it ended on the l^lains 
o^'4^a^iam.. The struggle was not of long 
^i?«^9S*J»t^ wasieffwtual, md afforded a 
convjncin^ proof of the valor aid prowess 4>f 
^ M^-* -'^^' soldiers, and their superiority ofer 
*^^*iencii opponents. Nor in this trial of 
aAfe"are^w6to obltteraie the memory of the 
smibKiwhkh t4ie old English colonists of 
America rendered to their ancestors in their 
*9)iSft^Q^9! fo desft?oy French domi&atioii in 
*%.ff^}?^K^:i How; far ,Uiey. were rcpaU ftr 



their serrioes, history has not failed to men- 
tion; and while the memory of their aehieve- 
ments will forever be fixed in the minds of 
thefaf coantrymen, it will be accompanied by 
the metomcholy reflection thauhey afterward* 
met liHh nothing but contumely and in^vlt 
from that very pow«r 0w whoee behalf they 
were enlisted. The. course of time and the 
progress of events have wiped sway ^saajy of 
those asperities which formerly existed between 
the people of America and the rhuther coun- 
try ; and neitlier the one nor the other can ever 
obliterate ftrotn the hearts of Ameriitaw th* 
memory of those unrequited services, whieh • 
their gallant ancestors rendered in beWlf of 
England in the wild solitude* of the West. 

"It was neither the *iJtamp Act' nor the 'Toa 
Duty' which aroused the sense of wrong at the 
hands of England among the American people^ 
These may have been the proximate cause, but 
there were others more remote whieh served 
to increase that feeling of indignation at the > 
evils they had endured from their hard task* 
masters. The Colonists contracted a debt of 
ten millions to assist England in the war of 
1754, and, if we may judge from the remen. 
strances of our ancestors, whose memorials 
were sent home to the British Parliament, they 
felt the ingratitude of England in withholding 
pay moat of this debt, and the reoogBil;ion of 
more brilliant exploits they had performed du- 
ring the memorable period." 

We have said that th« <' sev^n years' 
war" was feirly oommeDoed, and indeed^ 
it was, although not formally declared un- 
tiUhe following year, 1756. The Btwy 
of the arrival of Braddock, hw a«8uttiing- 
^command cf all the British forces, iocitt- 
ding those of the oolooies, his unskilful 

tianagement and unhappy defeat, hi» 
urifll in the road, although it forms aa 
hnportant link in our history as occurina; 
the year previ«ms to the JDeclaration of 
War, is too familiar to need delitteatiott. 
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The treaty rAified at Parit— Bnglanal possessor of the Colonies on the Atlantic, Canada and part of Loolaana. 



The destruction of life now became the 
■employincat of the living, and conspicu- 
ous among the annals of this period are 
the records of the gallant deeds of Wolfe 
and his brave companions, the destruction 
of Fort Duquesne, Washington's march 
throQgh the Chestnut Ridge and the hasar- 
doas defence of Lewis and Bullitt, the 
fall of Moutoalm, one of the bravest and 
noblest Frenehman of the age, before 
British bajooets at Quebec, the surrender 
of Montreal and the massacre of Michili- 
mackinac — the details of these, time and 
apace forbid our repeating. 

On the 16th of February, 1762, a treaty 
was ratified at Paris by virtue of which 
Jlnglaod became possessor, not only of 
tbeeolotties on the Atlantic, but the Cana- 
^as and that part of Louisiana lying east 
-of the Mississippi, excepting the town of 
New-Orleans and the adjacent territory. 
Id cooinderation of Havana and a greater 
part of Cuba, which the British had con- 
<)U6red, they, by the same treaty, acquired 
the Floridas from Spain. By a secret 
treaty of the same date, the country lying 
West of the Mississippi, and which was 
<le8igDated by the general appellation of 
liouisiana, was ceded by France to Spain.* 

It will be seeti that this treaty, vague 
aod aiubigttous in its terjus, gave rise to 
<cocwtapt collisions between the subjeets 
of the Buropeaa governments, and was 
th^ sour^ of almost endless discussions 



between the authorities of our owe g€)f • 
ernmeut and Spain; for, by the treaty of 
1762, Great Britain ceded East Florida, 
and guaranteed West Florida to the orow» 
of Spain. 

Hart says : 

**In the phraseology tf diplomatistp, noth- 
ing could have been more uncertain than the 
limits assigned by the treaty of 1768. The 
right of navigating the Mississippi was for a 
long time a disputed pojnt between England , 
and Spain, and the space of twelve years was 
consumed in negotiating upon that and other 
subjects of boundary. It appears strange^ 
that in the furthest recesses of the forest^ 
where settlements originated out of that spirit 
of enterprise and industry which animated the 
bosoms of the early pioneers, their interests 
should have been so seriously affected by the 
wily intrigues of skilful diplomatists, but so it 
was ; and we have seen that even the case of 
Langlade,* the English government had to 



♦The terms of this secret treaty have never 
l)e«i made Inown. On the third day of the 
preceding Neves^er, Franoeceded to Spain all 
her territories on tiie west side of the river, 
including the island and town of New-Orleans, 
whicb cession was accepted by the latter power 
Wk thelSth of tke same month, — HarVt HUtory, 



♦EtheringtoD, a British m^, who waa in pomirion if 
Fort Mackinac, April, 1768, gave authority to Uie T«angla«le 
family, of Frrach descent, to make their pennanent reddcooe- 
at Green Bay. Lieutenant (Governor Sinclair repeated tUf 
pennlaricm in 1782. Founded under the auspices of the 
French government, enoouraoed and sanctioned by the rigor- 
ous and arbitrary power of the Britidi crown, this, an Inteife 
settlement of the now populous State of Wisconsin, bet^aiM 
so firmly rooted that to this day the descendants of Sienr Jkm.' 
gustin de Lan^ade, wlra became the prindpal proprietor of 
the post of Groen Bay in 1750, are living there; and the 
succeeding generations have preserved unoonrnpted the pol« 
ished manners and pure idiom of their native tongue, brovghfc 
hither from the French court by their educated and hlf^^ 
minded ancestor. 

We mention in this connection the settlemeat of Prairie dw 
Ghien, which, with that of Green Bay, dates its rise from the- 
middle of the eighteenth oentnry, and the other lettltBeBlt 
of Wisconsin which we have incidentally or otbprwist roierrcA 
to, all of which increased in wealth and population, afld noir 
some of these are the most prominent locations In the State. 
Bfinnesota, too, the youngest member of our Confederacy, 
was the wonted field of the pale-frMW, wlra wandered over its 
fertile pUdns in quest of the prey whidi had long been thai 
of the red man, and her earliest settlements date as far bapk 
as I750,a few years previous to which time her soil was first bro> 
ken bgr L'Hulller en the banks of tiw Mankoto, who wiUi tha 
plckiae and spade undertook to find vast beds of copper whIdi 
he imagined were lyteg under her surfiMe. Captain Jooa* 
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grant permission to the subject of a foreign 
gOTcrntnent to take up his abode on the shores 
•«f Luke Superior. The right of occupation, 
Acquired after long years of toil and hardship, 
-was by them considered subordinate to. that 
-which had been gained in war and on the bat- 
itlc field. ' 

**ilaTe wc not reason to be thankful for the 
icntighteheil spirit and policy of our own free 
un^titulioiks which guaranteed to the stranger 
sas well as to tlie native the protection of our 
daws and government? Yet such was the poli- 
•cy pursued by the European government in 
onany periods of their political existence, that 
{aliens were not allowed to abide in the country 
<withoilt the special permission of the crown. 
.'Such, however, does not seem to have been the 
•cascunder the cession of Louisiana to Spain. It 
n?itl be remembered that this secret treaty was 
mot the result of any warlike operations be- 
<twecn the two governments, and thus the Catho- 
lics inhabitants of Louisiana seemed to be the 
objcoU of tbo special cate,and solicitude of the 
French monarch. 

**In a letter signed by the French King, 
dated April 21st I7G4, addressed to.M. D'Ab- 
bac^ie, Director-Gei^ral and Commandant of 
LouiBiaDA, ht informs him of the treaty of ces- 
sicm, and directs him to give up to the officers 
^f S'pain the counti^y and colony of Louisiana, 
toge(ther witl^ the city of New-Orleans' and all 
the military posts. He expressed a desire for 
the"prosperity and peace of the inhabitants of 
the Ccilony and his confidence in the affection 
and friendship of the king of Spain, He at 
the same time declared his expectation that 
tht ecolesiaatical and religious bodies, who had 
th^oare of the parishes and missions, would 
continue to exercise their functions ; that the 
Superior Council and ordinary Judges would 
eoQUnue to administer according to the laws, 

than Carver also cjcplored tliis country In ITOO, and claimed 
a settlement from a ^ift whicli he pretends to have received 
from tiie Indians ; ^d among those of tba present century 
whom we are to regard as pioneers in promoUog tiie earfy 
and rapid settlei^ient, and xfbQ are promiowt timong the 
early exj)lorer» of this territory, stand the names of Cass and 
Schoolcraft, Nlcolet, Fremont and Long. 



forms and usages of the Colony; tliat the in* 
habitants would bo maintained and preserved in 
(heir estates, whicli had been granted to them by 
the Governors and Directors of the Colony, and 
that finally, all these grants, though not con- 
firmed by the French authorities, would be con-- 
firmed by his Catholic Majesty. 

»> Alt hough this letter was dated April, 1764, 
it was not until the yew 1768 that Spain exw-' 
ciscd any permanent jurisdiction over the ter- 
ritory thus acquired by l^er. 

"In the year 17G6, Don Ulloaarived wlfeh ti^ 
detachment of Spanish troops, and demanded 
possession of M. Aubey,the succeessor of D'Al^- 
badie, who was deeoased. This functionary, 
aided by the people, opposed the design of 
Spain. They complained that a transfer wilii- 
out their consent was unjust, and, in a m^ 
ment of ir>*itation, resorted to their arms, and 
obliged the Spaniards to measure their »tep» , 
to Havana." ' w 

On the 17th of August, O'Reilly arrived 
fro u the East and took possession of the 
Colony without a show of resistaace. By 
his authority six of the nialoont^nta, who 
had been Drominent in the measures rf 
176G, were immediately hung, and «x 
more were doomed ..to the dungooots oC 
Cuba. 

Th6 French established their sefttle- 
m^qts in Upper Louisiana, on the west 
branch of the MiswFsippi in 17C6,* <i&* 
of whi^h was the forandatkm of the pres- 
ent city of St. Lo«is; these were sub- 
jected to Spanish rule in 1770. 

For years succeeding the signing of 
the secret treaty, the government of Spain 
in the Southwest presents a series of 
panoramic changes, interesting but pain- 
ful to contemplate, and which fall juat 
beyond the scope of our present underta- 
king. 
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Balanced, as it were, between the two 
^reat powers of Europe in the West, the 
(Endian tribes of this country had been 
'flattered and coaxed, hired and befriended 
*}>y both parties, each in the hope of gain- 
in CT a predominance of power by indu- 
cing them to become its allies; and when, 
for a passing period, either had been more 
'Successful, it was not slow to place in 
4heir hands European implements of 
warfare, and to instruct them in Euro- 
l^ao' arts of destruction. When, there- 
fore^^'Great Britain was the only power 
to be met in the defence of their sacred 
hunting grounds, and when they could 
<}learly perceive that, should that power 
consult its own best interests, the final 
extermination of their race mujst be iu- 
evitabJe, they wer^ prepared to strike with 
«ffooit*h© blow, which, should it be suc- 
cessfbl, wo^ild leave to them tho bound- 
ifess fields which the Great Spirit had gi^en 
them. 'Illy did they count the cost of 
mea]|uring arms with the British Lion. 

PoBtiac, an Indiau Ghi«f, whose name 
will ever stand among those of Logan, 
Biackhawk, Tecumseh, Philip and the 
like, in the archives of American history, 
succeeded, after the peace of X763, in 
baadi.Dg again st4he com moa foe, the Hu- 
xoos, the Otfeawas, the Ghippewas and 
the FoltHwatomies of the North, and the 
Shawnees, the Sakiiss, the Cherokees and 
several bthor prgminent' nations of the 
South, to extirpate from the land, whathqr 
tj fair or foul; means, these their ene- 
mios who had made suth startling in. 
rotd* wpoa *'i« fntcrior. 

^ The author of ^'Western Annals'' saysj 
**l?he voice of tfceii^-i^figacioiis chief wa? hwrd 



in the North, crving, * Why/saysthcGlrwitSp^irit, 
do you suflfer these dogs in red cloth-irg td«'en- 
ter your country and take the land I'hare gir- 
en you? Drive thon> from it; drrre them. 
WJien you are in distress, i will help you. '* 
That voice was heard, but not by the -whites. 
The unsuspecting trads^s jouraeyed from vil-^ 
iage to village, the soldiers in the fort* shrunk - 
from the sun of early summer, and d€«:ed away 
tbe days; the frontier settler, singing in fancie*'. 
security, sowed his crop, or, watching the sdn- 
set through the girdlvd trees, mused Hp©n one 
more peaceful harvest, and told his o«hildr«n 
of the horrors of the ten years' war, now, 
thank Hod! over. From the Alleganies>to the 
Mississippi the trees had leaved, and all was 
calm life and joy. But through that coimtry, 
even then, l)ands of sullen red men were'jout- 
neying from the central valleys to the lirfcts 
and th^ eastern hills. Bands of C^ippicNis 
gathered about Miehilimackinac. Otta^^t^ 
filled the woods neUr Detroit. The Maum^ 
post, Presque Isle, Niagara, Pitt, Lfgeduier;; 
and every English fort was hemmed in by^ 
mingled tribes, who felt that the gr^al bftttlo' 
drew nigh whi<5h was to determine their flfcte, 
and the possession of their; nof^le land?, i^i' 
last the^ day came. The traders ewryT^hi^e • 
were seized, their goods taken from them, an^di 
more than one hundred of them put to ^eatfi.. 
I^lne British forts yielded instantly, and tha 
sarages drank, *soooped up i»'the -hollole bf 
their hf^nds,' the blood ot .many & Brkoa.. 
The border streams of- Eenn^ylvai^ia, ftBid- Vfe- 
giniaran red again. 'We hear,' says abetter froip 
Fort Pitt, *of scalping every hour.' In West- 
em Virginia, twenty thousand people were driv- 
en ft'om their homes'" ' ' ■ ' ' 

As speedily as possible, ^ for9e was se^t 
to the West under Maj. G^rge Bog^flp^ 
Clark, and with him Pontiac signeJJa|;J;f^J^ 
of peace, which, however, on hU piart^ was 
only an act of deception. Dsespite hi*: 
fi];i(^s Aud traps,Hth6 tharee j»08t |)roiiiv- 
Bent forts of th^ WesI wwe unco»queped 
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in the fall of 1763 ; old animosities among 
•the Indians revived ; gradually tlieir ranks 
tbecame disjointed and broken, and Pon- 
•tiac, with a few followers, was incapable 
•of completing the task so courageously 
began. The British government, having 
^takea conciliatory steps towards those 
whom she acknowledged, had, in many 
casM beea defrauded of their rights, a 
teetty of peace was concluded at Detroit, 
•on the 2l8t of August, 1764, when more 
fthan twenty tribes were present, all of 
^hom aaed for peace. Subsequently 
very little of importance was effected by 
liostile I«dians under the great Chief, 
irhile treaties were being made through 
the whole Northwest by which peace was 
•beuBg secured. 

Pontiac was killed by a Kaskaskian 
Indiaa while in the act of rallying his 
<dit»embei«d army at a '^Great Council." 
At the beginning of the difficulties be- 
tween the Colonies and the mother coun- 
try, Shegcnata, the sou of Pontiac, who 
ill bis youth had saved the life of a young 
Yirginian who had wandered in the 
woods, and had lost his way, notwith- 
standing the endeavors of Hamilton, the 
Governor of Detroit, to frighten him 
from his purpose by telling him that only 
aMassination would await him, appeared 
before the Virginia deputies, where, after 
reciving many presents and warm pro- 
fbssiocs of friendship, he addresssed them 
as follolfs : 

' **Father8, after the insinuations of the Com. 
Siamdent of Detroit, I accepted your invitation 
wiOt distcast, and tneasared my route wit^ 
tvfiiiltliag feet towards this *CouMoil of Fire** 



*1 OconcU where he had oome to U^ the calomntt of 



Your reception proves his falsehood, and tbat 
my fears were groundless. Truth aad him 
have been a long time enemies. My father 
and many of my chiefs have lately tasted the 
bitterness of death. 

The memory of this misfortune aJmoa^dt- 
stroys my quality of maa ia filling my Bjrm 
with tears. Your sensible compassimi has rav 
lieved my heart ef this heavy harden, andllM 
remembrance will be transmitted to the rt- 
motest posterity. Fathers, I rejoice at what I 
have just now heara, and I shall faithfully re 
late it to my nation. If for the future 7011 
wish to speak with me, I shall return with 
pleasure, and I thank you for my present invi- 
tation. The particular friendship which j->tt 
expressed toward me, and the gun which you 
have given me for the care I took of your 
young friend Field, exact my most heiii*tMt 
gratitude. I feel that I did nothing but 
my duty. He who simply does, his diUy 
merits no praise. If any one of your natiev 
should visit mine, either from curiosity or 01s 
business, or should be involuntarily thrust 
among us by the stronj^band of the conqueror^ 
he will ever meet the same reception viiiioi 
your brother received. You have assured me 
that if my nations hould visit yours* they '"wiH 
be welcome. My fears have ceasedf.. I haw 
no longer any doubts. I will recdimnend our 
young men to visit yours and make their ac- 
quaintance. Falhers, what has pa^ied thik 
day is too profound]^ engraved on wy heWrt for 
time ever to efface it. I predict that the s«i«,*f 
eays of this day of peace will warm the ohiU 
dren of our children, and i^ill protect thes^ 
against the the tempests of misfortune. As » 
guarantee of what I say, I present yoU my 
right hand— this hand, which has never beea 
given without the heart eoneented, which hil 
never shed human blood in peace, nor aparied aa 
enemy in war; and I assure you of my friend- 
Ship with a tongue which has never jested 
with truth, since I have been of that age to 
know that falsehood is a crime." 
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With that spirit of progress which has 
ever characterized the English pioneers 
of early history, bold men were continu- 
ally pressing forward to the Ohio and 
Mississippi, and making practical dis- 
coveries in the West. Ameng the earlier 
of these are the names of Geo. Croghan, 
whose expedition terminated in 1765, 
Ebenezer, Silas and John Zanes of 1769, 
and somewhat later, of Boone, Henderson, 
Lowther, Finley, Bullitt and McAfees; 
while, notwithstanding the aiany treaties 
of peace, single and combined tribes of 
Indians were holding in terror of the 
tomahawk, the whole power of advan- 
cing civilization. Drops of ink on parch- 
ment and paper might conciliate the ex- 
ecutive of governments, but could not 
heal the sotes that were made at Quebec 
and Pittsburg, or render an equivalent 
for the wounded pride of the French in- 
habitants from the "seven years* war.'' 
These were continually instigating the 
natives against the pioneers, and many a 
life was taken to satisfy their malice. It 
was not, however, French instigation that 
Jed to the memorable battle at the junc- 
ture of the Kanawha with the Ohio,so m uch 
as injustice on the part of the colonists to- 
ward those Indians with whom they were 
in a state of professed peace. In this 
battle, which took place, on the 10th of 
October^ 1774, there were no less than 
215 killed and woundad of the colonial 
army, including among the killed three 
Colonels, five Captains, thre^ Lieuten- 
ants and several subalterns. Tlie loss 
of the Indians could, not be estimated, as 
the bodies of their dead were immedi- 
ately thrown into the Ohio* It must, at 
3 



all events, have been much greater than 
that of the whites, as they Were at length 
compelled to seek safety in flight, which 
they would have been the last to do» had 
not their numbers been reduced to a 
hopeless extremity. 

Peace was effected by Lord Dun more, 
the traitor governor of Virginia, who was 
smoothing the way, that he might suc- 
ceed in the plot of uniting the Indians 
with Great Britain against the Colonies. 



CHAPTER V. 

The first echo of the BevolutioBtry 
War had no sooner been heard from the 
bights of Bunker Hill, than British 
emissari'js filled the West, and by pres- 
ents, fair promises, stratagems^ and whni. 
not, endeavored to persuade th« Indians^ 
to join them in their unholy cause. At 
first, the answer they met was : 

**Look, the flames of war are kindled be- 
tween men of the sama nation. They are dis- 
puting among themselves for the hunting* 
grounds which they have taken from us. Why 
shimld we embrace theip quarrels? And what' 
friend, what enemy shall we choose? When 
the red men carry tn war, do the white mea 
come among us to take part with one or the 
other? No, they allow our tribes to boceme 
weakened, and one to be destroyed by the oth- 
er. They wait until the earth, bedewed with ■ 
oar blood,, may lose its peoiplo, and became . 
their inheritaace. L«t them, in their tur*, ex- 
haust their strength, and destroy themselx^s^ 
we shall then recover, when they shall ceas*. 
to exist, the forests, the mountaius and lakes, 
which belonged to our ancestors.'*^ 

But not thus easily to be defeated m 
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their project, the tools of Britain per- 
sisted, and finally succeeded with the 
Iroquois, or "six nations," as well as 
with other tribes of the Northwest. The 
battle of Fort Stanwix, the rout of Ben- 
nington, the sad story of the almost en- 
tire extermination of the "Six Nations/* 
the inhuman butchery of the peaceable 
Moravians, the murder of Cornstalk and 
' its terrible results, the siege of Fort Hen- 
ry, in which Captain Ogle rendered his 
bravery and coolness so conspicuous, 
when his numerous company fell around 
him, in the long and bloody conflict ; 
Clark's march across this State, and his 
novel mode of reducing Kaskaskia, the 
capture of Cahokia, the changing for- 
tttftes of Fort Vinoennes, and many other 
movements of this nature, connect in 
their narration tho wily intrigues and 
savage inhumanity of Indian warfare, and 
examples of the most skillful generalship 
iiutt the world has ever known, with the 
self-sacrificing bravery characteristic of 
the heroes of the Revolution. This 
bravery was not unrewarded; for on the 
19th of April, 1784, a treaty of peace 
57as concluded, and the red lion sent home 
io his den beyond the Atlantic. By this 
ireaty, the line of division on the west 
ran through the center of the Mississippi, 
from its source to its mouth. Now, that 
ibis was effected, immigration began to 
pour into the country west of the Al- 
Jeganies at a much more rapid rate 
than ever before, although single tribes 
of Indians continued to harass the fron- 
tiers, and every advancement must, as it 
were, be made in the face of death. 
After Clark's successful march into the 



West, at which time many formerly Inu- 
tile tribes became voluntarily the warm- 
est friends, disavowing all connection 
with the British power, this country was 
formed into a county by the House of 
Burgesses of Yiririnia, and called Illinois, 
a name derived from a powerful tribe of 
Indians which inhnbited her bi»undJes.** 
prairies, October, 1778. A company, 
consisting of a few families from Vir- 
ginia, made a settlement near Bellofon- 
taine, in Monroe county, in 1784. This 
was the first settlement made in tho coun- 
try by people of the JInited States. St. 
Clair County may boast of the next 
American settlements, two of which were 
made previous to the year 18U0. Speak- 
ing of pioneers, it may be pertinent to 
mention the Pittsburjr Gazette, which wa» 
published in July 1788, being the first 
newspaper ever printed in the Nt»rth- 
west, and just eleven months later, the 
Kentucky Gazette was issued at L-xing- 
ton. Let posterity remeniber the name 
of John Baptiste Tiudeau, tha wetst* 
ern schoolmaster, who flourished at St. 
Louis as early as 1800. The honey-bee 
appeared on the banks of the Mississippi 
as early as 1792. In 1794, all the coun- 
try east of the Mississippi and south of 
Canada was ceded by England to the 
United States. In 1800 Spain re-ceded 
Louisiana, and all the country on the west 
bank of the Mississippi, to the French 
Governi^ient, and the Emperor Naptdeou, 
m 1803, disposed of it . to the United 
States for tll,250,000. At the ceding 
of the Northwestern territory by Vir, 'in a 
to the United States in 1784, that cu^un- 
try was placed under vcrritorial gov- 
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ermuent, and General Arthur St. Clair 
was appointed Governor of Indiana Ter- 
ritory, with which IlUnois was cooDected 
for nine years. 

It is impossible for us to give in detail 
a history of the depredations of the In- 
dians on the frontier settlements, from the 
close of the Revolutionary War to the 
beginning of t' e War of 1812, although 
it embodies a tale of tragedy and ro- 
tuaiice, interesting but painful ; yet the 
iiit)8t prominent of these we propose to 
notice. 

Id the year 1804, was made the treaty 
between the United States and the united 
tribes of the Sacs and Foxes, and as the 
memorable Black Hawk War of 1832 was 
a violation of this treaty, we will give 
60 !)e of its conditions. 

By Article Ist "the United States re- 
ceive the Sacs and Fox tribes into their 
friendship and protection, and the said 
tribes agree to consider themselv3s un- 
der the protection of the United States, 
and no other power whatever." 

By Article 2d, "the general boundary 
line between the lauds of the United 
States and of the said Indian tribes, shall 
Le as follows, viz : Beginning at a point 
on the Missouri River, opposite to the 
luouth of the Gasconade River; thence 
in a direct' course, so as t(» strike the River 
Jefferyun, to the Mississippi; thence up 
the .Wississippi to the mouth of the Ouis- 
consiu River, and up tiie same to a point 
wiiich shall be thirty-six miles in a direct 
line from the mtrnth of said river; thence 
by a direct line to a point where the Fox 
River (a branch of the Illinois) leaves 
the small lake called the Sackaegan; 



thence down the Fox River to the Mis- 
sissippi. And the said tribes, for and 
in consideration of the friendship of the 
United States, which is now extended to 
them, of the goods (to the value of two 
thousand two hundred and thirtj-four 
dollars and fifty cents) which are now de- 
livered, and of the annuity hereinafter 
stipulated to be paid, do hereby cede and 
relinquish forever to the United States all 
the lauds included in the above described 
boundaries." 

By Article 3d, "the United States 
agree to pay to these tribes $1,000 yearly 
in goods suitable to their wants, four 
hundred of which is to be delivered to 
the Foxes and six hundred to the Sacs." 
By Article 4th, "the United States 
agree never to interrupt the said tribes in 
their peaceable possessions, but to protect 
them in their enjoyment of the same. In 
turn, these tribes agree not to sell their 
lands to any sovereign power but the Uni- 
ted States, nor to the citizens or subjects 
of any sovereign power, nor to the citi- 
zens of the United States." 

By Article 5th, "it is provided that for 
misconduct,, on the part of individuals, 
there shall be no retaliation on the part 
of said individuals,but all difficulties shall 
be referred to the proper authorities, viz 
the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, or* 
his Deputy, and the Chiefs of the said 
tribes, whose duty it shall be to inflict 
the necessary punishments, for the proper 
fulfilment of which, the said Superin- 
tendent, or Chiefs, were personally re- 
sponsible." 

Article 6th prohibits the settlement of 
aDy white man upon the Itdian territo* 
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ry, and provides for the speedy removal 
of any who might do so. 

Article 7th insures the right of the 
Indians to reside on the lands ceded to the 
United States, as long as those lands re- 
main the property of the United States. 

In Article 8th, the Indians promise not 
to allow any trader to reside among them 
without a license from the Superinten- 
dent of Indian Affairs, and also from time 
to time to give account, to the Superin- 
tendent or his Deputy, of such traders as 
may be among them. 

By Article 9th, "the Government pro- 
mibes to establish a trading-house, where 
the individuals of said tribes may be sup- 
plied with goods at a reasonable rate, and 
thus be secured against the impositions 
of traders." 

In Article 10th, "the Indians promise 
that a meeting of the representative 
Chiefs of the Osages and of the Sa3s 
and Foxes shall take place to bury the 
tomahawk and renew, friendly inter- 
course, and thus to establish peace on a 
firm and lasting basis between those na- 
tions which have so long been at war.'* 

Article 11th provides for the building 
of military posts at the mouth of the 
Mississippi, or on the right bank of the 
Mississippi, and also secures the right of 
persons traveling through their country, 
to do so without molestation or taxation. 

Article 12th sts^tes that this treaty 
shall be obligatory when ratified by the 
President and Senate of the United States. 

Signed at St. Louis, Nov. 3d, 1804, by 
"William Henry Harrison, and the Chiefs 
and head men of the said Sac and )Pox 
iribes. 



To these there is an "Additional Arti- 
cle," which reads as follows : "It is agree J 
that nothing in this treaty contained shall 
affect the claim of any individual, or in- 
dividuals, who may have obtained grants 
of land from the Spanisb Government, 
and who are not included within the gen- 
eral boundary line laid down in this trea- 
ty; provided that such grants have rX . 
any time be^n made known to the said 
tribes, and recognized by them." 

Such is a summary of the treaty of 1804^ 
whigh we have given thus at length, in or- 
der that it may be useful for reference. 

A temporary peace having thus been 
secured, the inhabitants of Illinois were 
little molested until the outbreak of the 
War of 1812, when the West again be- 
came the theater of exciting action. Te- 
cumseh, a man far famed in history, see- 
ing the foundation of existence for his 
countrymen crumbling beneath them, 
aware of the terrible results to the com- 
mon foe of united effort, as effected under 
Pontiac and other renowned chiefs before 
him, laid the foundation of a scheme, 
which, if it had been successful in its ex- 
ecution, would have lengthened out the 
being of that strange race, whose last 
feeble remnants are fast sinking away up- 
on the borders of the Pacific. His pjaa 
was, to unite in one grand compact all 
those tribes which had any intercourse 
whatever with the United States; and his 
object was, by this compact to prevent 
any sale of lands belonging to these tribes 
to the United States, and to introduce 
among the savages the arts of civilized 
nations, and thus to obtain the ^security 
derived from civiUzaJiou. 
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*^Tecumseh enieFed upoB the great work he 
had in contemplation, in the year 1805 or 1806. 
He was thtfn ab«ut thirty-eight years of age. 
To iinite ' the several Indian tribes, many of 
-whom were hostile to, and had often been at 
war with each other, in this great and impor* 
tan^ ^ndertaking, prejudices were to be o¥er- 
comie, their original customs and manners to be 
re-^stftblished, the use of ardent spirits to be 
abaii<doii^d, and all intercourse with the whites 
to be mupended. The task was herculean in 
it« lojiaracter, ^ad beset with difacultiee on eV- 
ery «ide. Here was a field for i^ display of 
the highest moral and intellectual powers. He 
had already gained the reputation of a brave 
and sagacious warrior, and a cool headed, up- 
right, wise and efficient connselor. He was 
neither i a war nor peAoe Chief, and yet he 
wi€j<iod tbepower and influence of both. The 
ti^ having arrived for action, and knowing 
full wey that, to win savage 'attention, some 
bold and striking movement was necessary, he 
imparted his pUn to his brother, the Prephet, 
wHb' adrbitly, and without a moment's delay, 
prtepfirpd' him&elf fdir the part he w^s appointed 
to play ip .tjre gi'^at ^rama of savage life; Te- 
■cum^a^ well l^w that «xeQ80ive bjuperstition 
was everywhere ^ prominent tra^ in jthe Indian 
character, and, therefore, with tlie skill of 
another Cromwell, brought superstition to h^s 
-aid. ■...:'■■ 

* 'Suddenly, his brother began to dream dreams 
and see visions ; he became afterwards an in- 
spired prophet favored With a' divine c6mmis- 
«i(m from the 'Gt^at .Spirit— the power of life 
and death was placed in his hands-r-iie was ap- 
poiated Ag^t for preserving the property and 
lands 0^ the Indians, and for restoring them 
to their original happy condition. He thereup- 
on commenced his sacred work. The public 
min^ ' was 'aroti^ed, unbelief gradually gave 
way; eredulHy and wild fdnatlcisra began to 
to Qpcead ita oiroles,'widesing land deepening, 
until the. fame of the prophet, a^d , the divine 
character, of- his missipn, had reached the fro- 
zen ahprei of the lakes, and ovei^run the broad 



plains which stretch far beyond the great Fa- 
ther of Waters. Pilgrims from remote tribes 
sought, with fear and trembling, the head- 
quarters of the prophet and the sage. Prose- 
lytes were jnultiplie^, and his followers in- 
creased beyond all former examples. Even 
Tecumseh befame a believer; and seizing upon, 
the golden opportunity, he mingled with the 
pilgrims, 'won them by his address, and en 
their return, sent a knowledge of his plan of 
conce/t and union to the most distant tribes. 
*< The bodily and mental labors of Tecmmseh 
now commenced. His persuasive voice yuM 
one day listened to by the Wyandots,. on tl^e 
plains of Sandusky; on the next, his com- 
mands were issued on the banks of the Wabash, 
He was anon seen paddling his canoe across 
the Mississippi; then bbldly confronting the' 
Goveviior of Indiana £n the Council Hoese at 
Vincennes ; now carrying his banner of union 
among the Creeks and Cherokees of the South, 
and from .thence to the cold and inhospitable 
region^ of the North, neither intoxicated by ' 
success nor discouraged by failure."* 

As the clouds of wax again began to 
gather nppn the political horizon of ojir 
country, tjie old measures of Great Bri-"; 
tain, which in tha days of '76 eov.er^ 
her noblest conquests with the foulept 
stainjB, began again to bo put into opjBra^ 
tiou,,and three jceirs before the opeuing 
of hostilities, British officers were agMp 
stirring up to deeds of de^p resentment, 
the re.d men on the frontiers, and in;|til- 
ing into their minds the belief th^t the 
sovereignty over all the country notced^d 
in the treaty of Greenville, ought to b^ 
theirs. The minds of Tecumseh and tlje . 
Prophet were ripe for, lessonsr of thiaoar 
ture, for through them was opening up. a 
seaming foundation to jujstify the pro$f- 
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*BroiQ)*g Hlatory of Illinois. 
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cutlou of their daring project. Awake 
to the kindling flame, Governor Harrison, 
iu ao address to these two brothers, says : 

^♦Brothers, I am myself of the Long Knife 
fire; as soon as they hear my toice, you will 
86e them pouring fbrth their swarms of *hunt- 
ing shirt men/ as numerous as the musquitoes 
on the shores of the Wabash. Brothers, take 
care of their sting." 

Treaties were effected and purchases 
made so that our claims to the western 
territory might be fuunded on principles of 
equity. Of those from whom laud was 
bought were the ChippewaSi Ottawas, 
Pottawai»omies, Wyaodoto, Shawnees, Del- 
awares, Miamis, Eel River Indians, Weas 
and Kickapoos. 

The first battle, of very great impor- 
tance, which occurred as the fruit of the 
schemes of Tecuniseh and the Prophet, 
was that of Tippeca noe,on the u pper wa terj* 
of the Wabash. The particulars of thi^ 
dl«astrou8 engagement are given at lengtfi 
in almost every Aaicrican History, so 
that we need not recapitulate. 

Tecumseh and his friends united with 
Cbe British in the War of 1H12; and 
fought and died with tlie bravery of des- 
peration, for with the memorable defeat 
of his army at the battle of Tippecanoe, 
brs hope of success in his magnificent 
enterprise setmed to have died within 
him, and we have good reason to believe 
that the sequel would have proved far 
luore disastrous to the whites,had he been 
present in person to superintend the 
events of that period. 

Thirt country lying to the west of In- 
diana, and known by the name of Illi- 
Bois, was in 1809 formed into the ''Illi- 



nois Territory,"and Hon. Ninian Edwards, 
then Chief Justice of Kentucky, was ap- 
pointed Governor, and Nathaniel Pope, 
Esq. of Kaskaskia, Secretary of the Ter- 
ritory. 

The history of the government of Il- 
linois, up to 1809, runs as follows : Origin- 
ally, and under French control, lUinoii 
was a portion of ancient New-France. 
About the year 1715 or 1720, it was 
made a part of the colony of Louisiana. 
By the treaty of 1763, in connection with 
Canada, this country was ceded to British 
authority. By authority of this power, 
Captain S erling established the Provi- 
sional Government at Fort Chartres, io 
1766. The following year, by virtue of 
the Quebec Bill, Illinois, and the whole 
Northwestern territory, was placed under 
the local supervision of Canada. Thus it 
remained two years, when the conquest 
«)f the cnuntry, by General Clark, plaeed 
it under the jurisdiction of Virginia, 
which, n October, 1778, organized the 
county of Illinois. The country was 
ceded to the Continental Congress lo 
1784, but the ordinance providing for a 
Territorial Government was not passed 
until 1787, and its provisions were not 
acted upon until 1788; and in 1789 
Governor St. (]lair organized the county 
that now bears his name. This had been 
a part of Indiana Territory from 1800, at 
which time the gcivernmeot was of two 
grades; the first constituting the law 
making power, and consiiJting of the 
Governor and Judges; the second grade 
wan the Territorial L ^gislature, consisting 
of a House of Representatives elected by 
the people, and a Council appointed by 
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the President and Senate. Previous to 
1812, the Territorial Government of Illi- 
Dois was of the first grade. 

The year ISll is distinguished as tha 
one in which was built the New- Orleans^ 
the first steamboat ever built beyond the 
Alleganies. In 1817 the General Pike 
was built. This steamboat, which was the 
first to navij»ate the upper waters of the 
Mississippi, arrived at St. Louis in the 
year above mentioned; and in 1819 tlic 
Independence was built to ply on the 
Missouri, and ascended ai far as Frank- 
lin and Chariton. 

On the 28th of Ap.-il. 1809, Nathaniel 
Pope, acting Governor, issued his procla- 
mation dividing the Territory of Illinois 
into two counties — lUndulph and St. 
Clair. These were the only counties in the 
Territory for the three years preceding 

1812. 
I Oo the 14th of February, 1812, Gov- 

eruor Edwards ordered an election to be 
held iQ each county, on the second Mon- 
day of April, that the people might de- 
cile whether they would enter upon the 
secood grade of government. It w is in 
the power of the Governor to advance the 
I territory to the second degree, but he 
^ ehese to be guided by the popular will. 
The people, by a very large majority, de- 
cided the question in the affirmative. 

lo September of the same year, the 
^Governor organized the counties of Madi- 
son, GaUatie, Pope and Johnson; and at 
the same time authorized an election to 
be held on the 8th, 9th and 10th day^ of 
October, to elect members of the Council 
and House of Representatives.* 

•WMttmAnaalf. 



Pursuant to the Governoi's proclama* 
tion, the first Territorial Legislature as* 
senibled at Kaskaskia on the 2&th of No* 
vember, 1812. Benjamin Talbot of Gal- 
latin county, William Biggs of St. Clair 
county, Samuel Judah of Madison county, 
and Pierre Menard of Randolph county, 
took their seats as members of the Coun- 
cil. The fi)llowing gentlemen took their 
scats as menjbers of the House: George 
Fisher, Randolph county ; Philip Trom- 
mel and Alexander Wilson, Gallatin 
c »unty ; John Grammor, Johnson county j 
Joshua Oglesby and Jacob Short, St. Clair 
county, and William Jones of MadisoD 
county. 

On the night of the 16th of Decoffl- 
her, 1811, commenced a serieu of earth- 
quakes, which continued until the fol- 
h»wing February. In these, the town of 
New-Madrid was almost entirely de- 
stroyed; the banks of the Mississippi, in 
Aiany places, gave way in Ihrge masses 
and fell into the river, while the waters 
changed to a reddish hue, became thick 
with mud thrown up froni the bottom^ 
and the surface, lathed violently by th^ 
agitation of the earth beneath, was cov- 
ered with foam, which gathered intp, 
masres and floated along on the trembUn|^ 
suf faQe. Its vibratioBp were fpH all over 
the valley of the Obi9| aa far up aaPitUr 
burg.* 

Id the year 1712 occurred, the massa- 
cre of Chicago. A small tradin,g post had 
been established at this point by the 
French, but no village had been formed. 
By the treaty of Greenville, in 1796, the 
Indians had relinquished a piece of land 
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«ix miles square, at the mouth of Chica- 
go river. In 1804, a small fort was erec- 
ted here by the United States Govern- 
ment,aDd called Fort Dearborn. In 1812, 
the fort was occupied by a small garrison, 
few of the men being effective. John 
H. Kinzie and his family were residing 
at the fort, as well as a few Canadians 
and their wives and children. 

On the 17th of April, a band of Wia- 
nebagoes attacked Mr. Lee's settlement 
at Hardscrabble, about four miles from 
Chicago, and killed a Mr. White and a 
Frenchman in his employ. There were 
signs of hostile Indians for some days 
after this, but the whole passed off in 
<][uietne8s until all alarm had disappeared. 

On the ITtb of August, Winnemeg, a 
trusty Pottawatomie chief, arri/ed at the 
ibrt, with dispatches from General Hull, 
the Comniander-in-chief in the North- 
irest. From these dispatches Captain 
Heald, commander of the fort, learned 
that war had been declared between En- 
gland and the United States; that Gen- 
eral Hull, at the head of the army in the 
Northwest, was on his way ft-om Fort 
Wayne to Detroit; and that the British 
troops had taken Mackinac. General 
Huirs ordiers to Captain Heald were, "to 
evacuate thie post, if practicable, and in 
that event, to distribute the pf opferty be- 
longing to the United States, and in thb 
fort, and in the factory or agency, to the 
Indians in the neighborhood/' 

After having delivered his dispatctles, 
Winnemeg privately informed Mr'. Kin- 
sie that he knew their contents, and 
atrongly advised that the post should not 
be vacated. If it wai to b« done; how- 



ever, he advised that it be done imme- 
diately, as the Indians were ignorant of 
his mission, and a forced march might be 
made through their country. Captain 
Heald, however, disregarded this advice, 
and resolved to carry out the orders he 
had received. By this means the Indians 
were informed of their intentions, and 
prepared to massacre them. 

On th« 13th, the goods were distribu- 
ted, the exti-a ammunition being thrown 
into an old well, and the spirits poured 
upon the ground. 

On the morning of the 15th of Au- 
gust, the party set out, accompanied b3*^ 
five hundred Pottawatomies, who had 
pledged their honor to escort them safely. 
On reaching a range of saud hills within 
the present limits of Chicago, the Pot- 
tawatomies defiled to the right, so aa to 
bring the sand hills between them,a!lid 
the Americans. They had marched a m\\& 
and a half from the fort, when Captain 
Wells, who, with his Miamis, was in. ad- 
vance, rode back and exclaimed, **TUej. 
are about to attack us; form instjsjiatly 
and cl^arge upon tluem. ■' He had scarce- 
ly finished speaking when a. volley pf 
balls was showered npop then*. Xh^ 
troops charged up the.banjc, and the biff>- 
tie became general. T;he Miamis Hej at 
the. first outset, though Captain WelJs 
used every endeavor to make them ^tand 
their ground. Overpowered by numbers, 
the whites surrendered after the loss of 
two-thirds of their force, stipulating, foe 
the preservation of their liv.s and those' 
of the remaining women and childrep^. 
and for their delivery kt some of the Bri-^ 
ftish postS; anless ransomed by triader^ ia 
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^e Indiaa country. NotwithstaQdtog 
these stipuktions, the wounded wer3 hor- 
ribly mutilated and inhumanly killed, and 
the childrea, twelve of whom were placed 
together in a baggage wagon, were butch- 
-ered by the merciless savages. The next 
morning the fort was burned by the In- 
dians. The pnsoners were afterwards 
liberated. 

In the Territorial Legislature of 1814, 
the Committee ob Revenue reported that 
from January 1st, 1811, to November 8th, 
1814, the revenue from taxes received 
was W,875.45 ; of which there had been 
paid into the Treasury $2,516.89, and 
remained in the hands of delinquent 
Sheriffs, »2,378.47. As a matter for 
ooiuparison, we may state here that the 
total amount collected for the various 
revenue purposes, in the State of Illinois, 
for the year 1858, was $4,867,792.90 ! 

On the 18th of April, 1818, the people 
•of Illinois were authorized by Congress 
to form a State Constitution, and 42 deg. 
and 30 min. north latitude was fixed upon 
48 the Northern boundary. For this pur- 
pose a convention assembled in July 
followiag, at Kaskaskia, where fifteen 
^counties were represented, viz: Johnson, 
Edwards, St. Clair, Randolph, Madison, 
Gallatin, White, Monroe, Pope, Jackson, 
Cmwford, Bond, Union, Washington and 
FiMKlin. 



CHAPTER VI. 

At a council with the Indians in 1786, 
Jttlieii Dubuque procured a grant of 140,- 
OiO wum of land, including the present 
4 



city of Dubuque, near whicb lie the re- 
mains of this hardy pioneer. 

In the possession of this grant, which, 
however, was to revert to the Indians at 
his death, he married an Indian woman, 
adapted himself to their style of life, and 
amassed immense wealth by mining and 
trading with them, Dubuque's first visit 
to the Upper Mississippi country was 
made as early as 1786. He died in 
1810, and was buried about a mile below 
the present city of Dubuque, where bis 
grave may still be seen. 

In 1804, General Harrison purchased 
from the Sac and Fox Indian tribes, trea- 
ting with Quash-que-ma, or Pumpkin 
Chief, a tract of land fifteen miles sauare, 
on the east side of the Mississippi, where 
the city of Galena is now situated. For 
this the Indians did not receive all their 
pay until 1829, and in this negligence 
may lie one of the causes which led tatbe 
War of 1812. As this action of Quash- 
que-ma was done without consulting 
Black Hawk, the great chief felt himscdf 
insulted ; for he, as he had been aid-de- 
camp to the brave Tecumseh, was cer* 
tainly a man of dignity, and was not 
thus to be passed over as a cypher in the 
prominent transactions of his nation « 
Dissensions therefore arose, and a tem- 
porary division was made. Keokuk, a 
cotemporary of Black Hawk, became chief 
of the southern portion of the nation, 
Black Hawk retaining supervision of the 
northern. They made yearly visits to the 
diggings, and thus having a good oppor- 
tunity, they could watch the movements 
of the whites with all the carefulness that 
jealousy might dictate. 
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, About the mouth of April, 1819| Jesse 
W. Shull established a trading post on 
an island a few miles above the mouth of 
the Mecapiasipo, the Indian name for 
Fever River. He was soon after informed 
that the Indians had discovered a lead 
neap where Galena now stands, and as 
this promised to be something of impor- 
tance — which proved true, as it turned 
out to be the noted *'buck lead" — at the 
request of the Indians he moved down to 
the point. Here he was joined in the 
following summer, by Mr. A. P. Van Me- 
tre, and a little later by Dr. Samuel Mure, 
who has the honor of giving Galena its 
name.* 

Previous, however, to either of these, a 
gentleman named Boutillier built and 
ocQupied a shaaty on the east side of Fc- 
Ter River during the summer of 1819, 
and to him must be given the honor of 
being the first white inhabitant of Galena. 
In regard to the first settlements of the 
city and its vicinity, we quote from the 
matter-of-fact Red Clay correspondent of 
thjB Galena Sentinel, to whom we are 
indebted for much valuable information : 

**In the fall of the year 1819, our old friend 
Captain D. Q-. B. started frtra St. Louis, with a 
Ft ench crew, for Fever River, Upper Missis- 
sippi Lead Mines. His vessel was a keel boat, 
the only way of conveyance, then, for h«avy 
burthens on the Upper Mississippi, and 
boatmen in those days were some of them 

*J)oubtless from the Greek, Galanas, a name 
applied to a ''particular species of lead-ore." 
Whether the mineral in the vicinity of Gale- 
na is the flame as the "particular specie" to 
vhich tke aueiente applied this name, we are 
wnablp to say. 



'half horse, half alligator;' but the merry 
French, after arriving off Pilot Knob, com- 
menced their march for Fqver River. Af- 
ter a search of three days, they found the 
mouth; and on the 17th of November, after 
pushing through the high grass and rice Taltes; 
they arrived safe at wher« Gtdena now statnds, 
where they were greeted by aome of ike na- 
tives, from the tall grass, ai^well as by our old 
acquaintances, J. B. Shull and A, P. VanM^- 
tre, who had taken to themselves wives of thft 
daughters of the land, and were traders for 
their brethren. They we»e received in th« 
true spirit of the age. As the Frendi hniwt 
more tact with the Indian character thaa pik- 
ers, they caused feasting rather than envjr. 
Pr. Mure, likewise, was just establishing a 
trading house ; he had been induced, while in 
the army, to take a wife of the aborigines; as- 
sociated with an Indian trader at Rock Island, 
Davenport, thej made up the principal head men 
and chiefs now in the diggins with unole Da^ 
vy's crew. Captain B., after disposing of or 
leaving his cargo in exchange for lead, furs, 
tc, returned to St. Louis for another cargo. 

*'Thc next y^r he had awakened a spirit of 
enterprise. Col. J. Johnson, with no small 
pomp, for those days, had procured per- 
mission, either directly from the President or 
Secretary of War — as the war department 
sometimes assumes the prerogatrvft here — (Mr. 
Calhoun, I think,) Col. J. claimed almost the 
exclusive privilege ©f mining. The Col. otart- 
ed with two large barges and some seventy 
men. Our friend Meeker had proeured per- 
mission from headquarters to mine and smelt 
about this time. He was accompanied by Mr. 
Harris and family. B. Hunt, J. S. Mller and 
family, J. Smith, now at Dubuque. By this 
time our Capt B. has made a second trip, con- 
cludes to settle,turn into mining,merchandising 
and smelting. Me formed an addition — Tou- 
lison, a Frenchman, A. Farran, and perhaps 
Harvey. They were closely allied t^ the In- 
(jiails,and looked quite savage atJohii80fi'8Cre«w, 
Lieutenant Bardwaii«, having, the appointanttit 
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of Superintendent of Lead Mine?, or acting 
as SuperiDttadent. On his arrival bere, Col. 
Johnson sent word to hia eamp, for him to re- 
pair te head-quarters. Uncle D. sent feack 
-word to Johnson, if he wanted to sec him more 
than he did, to call; he declined the summons, 
aod soon a file of men came to command 
his preface. But as Uncle Davy was one of 
those irko bad long been a boatman, he con- 
cluded to take his time. After dropping his 
boat below the point, he deliberately, after 
they had set up a shout that they had left, 
suddenly in the midst of their rejoicings, made 
his appearance, and informed Lieut. Burd- 
■wine, if he had any commands for him, he 
irae at his *sarvice.' 

''I. hftve been thus particular in the outset, 
«t the commencement «a well as the present, 
that my readers, if any, may see that at all 
times there has been a little extra twell-work 
of this pretended sovereignty. After a while, 
things settled down. Uncle Davy unpacked 
and commenced sales; tea, $5 a pound, coffee, 
$1, sugar, 75 cts. ; all other articles in pro- 
portiott. 

"Now, I hirve got the early particulars of 
this year. In '23 and '24, a few more came — 
Captain Low, with a company of soldiers, sta- 
tioned at Low's Point, from which it took its 
name. Addition 1st. John Connelly, the In- 
dian Agent, established his office here. Some 
mininjg bad been dene. Col. Johnson worked 
tbe old <£fttck Lead,' and 00 wed a great deal 
of float, or gravel mineral, as I am told by his 
nephew, Matthew, to get the miners further out 
to mine and prospect. Johnson sold out some 
prospects — by it some leads were found. This 
I nAme, just as I bad it from him." 

There are a kind of fish which, in the 
«priDg of the year, run up the rivers and 
streams of our State, and often going as 
far north as the very source of the streams 
in which they may happen to be. These 
are called "suckers." So the people from 
the southern nortion of the State used to 



come up to the Upper Mississippi with 
provisions for the miners, remaining 
through the summer, and returning iu 
the fall; therefore, they were called *'.suek- 
ers," which, growing in the extent of its 
application, became the general name of 
the natives of the State. 

Mr. Shull, in ihe fall of 1825, was in- 
formed by an Indian that he had found 
traces of lea I beyond the limits of tLe 
tract sold to the whites, and that be would 
disclose it to him,providiDg that he should 
receive compensation for his services, and 
the privilege of working. His proposi- 
tion was accepted, but after visiting the 
spot designated by the red skin, and find- 
ing nothing particularly attractive, Mr. 
Shull returned to Galena, where he re- 
main until the following spring without 
taking any further notice of the Indian's 
discovery. Then he returned and found, 
after a little digging, an immense bed of 
lead. One day, while intently at work 
in his new-found mine, he happened to 
raise his eyes from his work, when ho 
discovered a troop of Winnebagoes, headed 
by Wabokieshiek, the prophet, coming 
toward him at full speed. They immedi- 
ately commanded him to desbt„ asking 
him how he had dared to leave the pro- 
per boundaries of the whites, and tres- 
pass on their grounds. They told him 
that no one of their tribe had any right 
to sell the property of the nation, but as 
he was a friend, they would permit him 
to dig with them if he chose.. Wiith 
this, they all set to work, and soon rollei 
out several large blocks of the shiniug; 
ore. After some bartering,. Shull sug- 
ceeded in purchasing the Und ia that 
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vicinity, and this was the commencement 
of the "Shullsburg diggings/'* 

la the summer of 1826, George Fer- 
guson and Eobert Clayton discovered the 
"New Diggings," and in the fall of the 
same year, "East Fork Diggings" were 
found. Captain Thomas, in 1827, sur- 
veyed the village, and the government 
permitted individuals to occupy and im- 
prove lots, provided they would surrender 
their claims on thirty days' notice from 
the proper authorities. This was the only 
title the citizens had for their land up to 
the year 1838. 



CHAPTER VII. 

The same restive spirit which has 
marked the character of the red man, 
ever since the pale-face was planted on 
American soil, was not yet quite asleep. 
The number of miners had, in 1827, in- 
creased to about sixteen hundred ; and, 
proud of their numbers, they had com- 
mitted some depredations well calculated 
to kindle the smouldering fLxme, besides 
trespassing beyond their own properly 
prescribed limits. The whites and Indians 
viewed each other with jealous eyes, and 
the latter onl^ waited for an opportunity to 
show their ill-will. Finally, matters grew 
worse. A keel boat was attacked while 
passing down theMississippi. The Indians 
murdered a family at Prairie duChien ; and 
when the murderers were demanded, they 
refused to give them up. It suddenly 
became apparent that a war could not be 

♦Histtiy of Stephenson County. 



avoided, and the people in all parts of the 
mining country began to prepare for de- 
fence. Major General Gaines, hi com^ 
mand of the regular troops, scoured the 
country, in order to learn what to expect, 
from the Indians, and General Heniy 
Dodge raised several companies of volun*^ 
teers, and assisted in this work. In onet 
of his expeditions, General Dodge visitedi 
the Winneshiek village, sitoated where 
the city of Freeport now stands,and found 
that the old chief, who had always been 
firm in his friendship to the whites, had 
gone with his band to attend the great 
council which, it was reported^ was being 
held on the Wisconsin. 

At the time of General Dodge's visit, 
the Winneshiek baqd numbered almost 
two hundred. The chief himself waa 
near sixty years of age, and is described as^ 
<'a short fleshy man, very taoiUrn, very 
hen est, and, more wonderful than all fbr 
an IndiaUjVery temperate." Winneshiek 
is still living at Blue Earth, Minnesota,, 
and is about ninety years old. 

Finding effective measures taken against 
them, the Indians began to retreat, «» 
was supposed, for the Chippewa country. 
They were pursued up the Wisconsin to 
near Fort Winnebago, where they were 
overtaken. An attempt to meet the 
whites in a contest would be useless. 
They were more than a match for the In- 
dians in arms and numbers. A treaty was^ 
made, by which they were to receive 820,-^ 
000 for the damages they had sustained,, 
and the whites were to be allowed to oc- 
cupy a part of the mineral lands. Thus 
ended the Winnebago difficulty. "About 
a year afterwards, a large tract of mine- 
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mi couQtry was purchased from the Id- 
diaos. Two strips of land, the one ex- 
tendiog aloDg the Wiscoosin and Fox 
riTers, from the east to the west, giving a 
pasiage aoross the country from Lake 
Michigan to the Mississippi, and the oth- 
er reaching from Rock Island to th<) Wis- 
consin, were at the same time pur- 
-chained."* 

When the Winnebagoes were told that 
thej must cross the Wisconsin, and at 
4iome not very far distant period the Mis- 
tsissippi also, because they and the whites 
oould not live in peace together, they 
replied, "We have to do just as you say; 
we are now weak and cannot help our- 
selves; we once were a powerful nation. 
Those blue hills you see yonder used to 
tcho far and wide with our war-cries, 
while the smoke of our council-fires as- 
^seaded to the blue vault of heaven to the 
Oreat Spirit, the Father of the red man. 
JBut our bow is now unstrung, our hatchet 
is buried, our warriors sleep on yonder 
mounds ; their leaf is withered, and the 
green turf covers their bosoms; our ar- 
rows sleep in the quiver. Tell our great 
father, the President, we must submit to 
his wishes." 

The miners had no time to till the soil, 
and, as a consequence, were dependent on 
the provisioas brought up the Mibsissippi. 
They were sometimes reduced to sore ex- 
tremities, particularly when the navi- 
gation opened very late in the Spring. 
As a community, they were governed 
by such laws as would suit their particu- 
lar emergencies; for when the commission 
«f any crime occurred, they organized a 
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court, proceeded to investigation, and ad- 
ministered such punishment as the ex- 
igency seemed to demand. 

In 1829, an attempt was made by some 
Galena miners to take possession of Du- 
buque's old mining grounds, but they 
were frightened away by some one from St. 
Louis, who pretended to have claims 
against Dubuque's property; but when 
they afterwards learned that at Dubuque's 
death his interest there reverted to the 
Indians, and any other claim could not 
be sustained, they returned to the works, 
making such temporary arrangements' 
with the Indians as from time to time 
might be required. Since the first move- 
ments in the Upper Mississippi Lead 
mines, a company had been formed con- 
sisting of Farnham. Davenport and Far^ 
rar, the first of whom had located a tra-r 
ding post at Flint Hills, now Burlington. 
The second, Col. Davenport, had estab- 
lished a post at Rock Island, and Farrar 
was the manager of the interests of the 
company, at Galena. 

The next neighbors our Galena friends 
had, south of them, at the period of which 
we are^ speaking, were at Peoria; and be* 
tw«en the two places wa& a vast wilder- 
ness of uninhabited territory, to the set- 
tlements of Yandalia and the region just 
about it. In 1880, this territory wa» 
here and there dotted with habitations 
which occupied the most attractive and 
inhabitable situations along t^e banks of 
th« creeks and rivers. Settlers were 
sparsely located along the Mississippi up 
to Galena, and even the rough country 
above, sometimes at a distance of a huD'' 
dred miles ftom each other; and; like- 
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wise, on the Illiuois up to Chicago. The 
country lying between Galena and Chi- 
cago, embracing nearly one-third of ih« 
State, and the part, too, which is now 
regarded as most desirable for habitation, 
was yet to be peopled. 
. As the West thus began to open her 
resources to civilization, the institutions of 
civilization must of necessity follow in its 
train. The old manner, of navigation by 
the slow and tedious keel-boats had to 
give way to the steamboats, of which, 
the first to ascend the river so far as the 
Des >Ioines Rapids, was the Western En- 
gineer ^ in 1819. The Virginia was the 
first steamboat to touch at Galena. Thus 
early introduced, the navigation of the 
Mississippi by steam became a prominent 
feature of w«stern improvement, and to 
it we are not a little indebted for the rapid 
strides of advancement in this portion of 
the country. But, living in so rich a 
CQuntry, it was poor poiicy for the miners 
t9 depend entirely upon importation for 
their subsistence. Grain was produce i 
which must be ground, and consequently 
grist-mills must be built; the first of 
these erected in the Northwest, was at 
Galena— a corn-eracker — the hopper con- 
taining about a peck, and the building 
containing it was a dry-goods box. Besides 
the mail coming up the river from St. 
Louis, a one horse mail was established 
from Galena to Yandalia, to pass over the 
route every two weeks ; this was in 1826. 
The Miners* Journal was published at 
Galena, commencing July 4th, 1826, by; 
James Jones, who, in 1832, sold out to 
Brj Phiileo, who changed the name to the 
Galenean, In 1829, Newhall, Phiileo 



& Co. commenced the publication of the 
Galena Advertiser, which is still a stic- 
cessful and popular newspaper in the 
hands of H. H. Houghton. In the 
southern portion of the State, the Vanda- 
lia Intelligencer commenced itd publica- 
tion about the time Vdndalia wai ttiad^ 
the seat o^ governmeut. Mr. Ric^e started 
the first school in the Northwest, at Ga- 
lena, in 1829. 

Rev. A. Kent, a Presbyterian missiona- 
ry, arrived at Galena early in 1829; and 
about a week later. Rev. Mr. Dow, of the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, also came, 
and together they at once set about the 
great work before them. Four years la- 
ter, a missionary arrived at Chicago. At 
their own expense, the early missionariea 
traversed the wilderness, slept in the open 
air, swam rivers, suffered cold and hun- 
ger, traveled on foot and on horseback, to 
preach the Gospel, to establish churches. . 
and schools, in short, to make the West 
what it now is, so far as their exertion* 
have had any influence. 

Rev. Mr. Kent commenced a school af- 
ter two or three others had been start- 
ed. He relates, as an incident of these 
school-teaching days, that on one occa- 
sion he had punished a girl for some in- 
fringement of the rules, and was brought 
before the usual tribunals on a charge of 
assault and battery, but was triumphantly 
acquitted. As an evidence that the 
forttier animosities have died away, Mr. 
K. says that he was recently called upon 
to perform the marriage ceremony for the 
same girl and her lover. 

Ch'cago, up to 1829 or '30, was noth- 
ing more than a milftary station und tra- 
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ding post of eren less importance than 
Rock Island. 



on AFTER VIII. 

The fifst Governor of the State was 
Shadrach Bond, who coininenced his four 
years* term in October, 1818. He died 
about the year 1884, and the county of 
Bond was named for him. Ex-Govcrnor 
Edwards and Jesse B. Thomas were the 
fii^t United States Senators from Illinois. 
Elias K. Kane was appointed Secretary 
of State, Daniel P. Cook was elected the 
first Attorney-General, Elijah C. Berry 
Auditor of Public Accounts, and John 
Thcmas State Treasurer. Mr. Cook was 
elected to Congress in 1818, and contin- 
ued to serve in that body until 1827. To 
his services we are indebted for the do- 
niition by the General Government of 
300,000 kcres of land, for the coustruc- 
tibn of the Illinws and Michigan Canal. 
As a fitting tribute to his memory, the 
comity in which Chicago is situated bears 
his name. 

The 'first State Legislatui-e convened at 

Kaslcaskia in October, 1^18. By the 

journals of this Legislature, we find that 

the' committee appointed for the purpose 

pmst^hased a gaffieient stock of stationery 

m-t 11 cost of *13.50. One of the most 

remar^btle . la-v^^s passed by this Legiskw 

tvife was thit relating to negroes and mu- 

lattoes, which- contained all the most strin- 

^at protisioae of similar acts in the slave 

Sites.* 

*W<^ a 'fuR summary of the provisions of 



The population of Illinois, in 1818, was 
about 45,000, many of whom were de- 
scendants of the old French settlers. In 
1880, the population had increased to 
157,447. 

In 1827, an exciting election for State 
Treasurer occurred in the Illinois Legis- 
lature, in which the former incumbent 
was defeated. Immediately after the ad- 
journment of the General Assembly, and 
before the members had time to leave the 
house, the defeated candidate walked in 
and inflicted corporeal 'punishment' upon 
four of the members who had voted 
against him. No steps were taken to 
bring the offender to justice; but at the 
same session he was appointed clerk of the 
circuit court and recorder for Jo Daviess 
county,of which Ogle county then formed 
a part. 

In August, 1830, John Reynolds was 
elected Governor. A new Legislatmre 
was elected at the same time. Ex-Gov- 
Beynolds was the candidate of the Bu- 
chanan wing of the Democratic party for 
Superintendent of Public Instruction, ia 
the canvass of 1858. 



CHAPTER IX. 

In the spring of the year 1825, a Mr, 
Kellogg started from Peoria for the Upper 
Mississippi Lead Mines. Crossing Rock 
River a few miles above the present lo* 
cality of Dixon, he passed up through the 
prairie lying between Polo and Mount 
Morris, touched the western part of West 
Grove, and continued northward to Ga- 
leaa. The way thus being opened, *8eie- 
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ral others, during tlie summer and fall of 
the same year, some with teams, more on 
foot, all "camping out," passed over the 
route traveled by Kellogg, and thus was 
made what in those early days was called 
^^Kellogg's Trail." 

The method of crossing: Rock River 
without bridge or ferry was very simple. 
The Winnebagoes and other Indians who 
were very numerous in this vicinity at the 
time, were thickly settled along the bank? 
of the river, and were easily induced to 
assist the whites. Two of their canoes, 
placed «ide ty side, formed a ferry-boat, 
the two wheels of one side of the wagon 
being placed in the one, and the two 
wheels of the opposite side in the other ; 
they were thus safely and easily trans- 
ported. The horses were made to swim 
over the river, and then all being safe on 
the opposite side, they were hitched up 
and proceeded on their way as before. 

As "Kellogg's Trail" was somewhat cir- 
•cuitous, bearing too far east to be the 
nearest route, a Mr. John Boles, traveling 
across the country in the spring of 1826, 
left the beaten track some distance south 
of Rock River, crossed the river at Dixon, 
just above where the bridge of the I. C 
R. R. is now placed, passed up through 
the country about a mile east of Polo, 
north, tx) White Oak Grove, a half a mile 
west of Foreston, thence through Crane's 
Grove, and so on to Gixleoa,. This being 
much preferable to the old way, it imme- 
diately became the traveled route and was 
called " Boles' Trail " This trail was 
used erclusively for the three years fol- 
lowing, and may still be plainly seen a 
few milei east of Polo on the prairie- 



In the season of 1826, the travel ovc» 
the country was about double that of the 
summer and fall preceding. 

Trav;l commenced again early in 1827, 
Tn the month of March of this year^ 
Elisha Doty, now a citizen of PoJo, came 
up from Dixon, attempted to cross the 
river on the ice, but before he had pro- 
ceeded far the ice began to give way, and 
he was obliged to give up the attempt. 
He says that while waiting on the bank, 
just before starting on his return, about 
two hundred teams had collected there, 
a!l on the way to Galena. We mention 
tion this that a correct idea may be 
formed of the amount of travel to and 
fro through the country at this early pe- 
riod. Nor was this the only line of travel 
from Peoria and other southern settle- 
ments to Galena. The ^'Lewiston Trail,*' 
opened about the time of the •*Kellogg 
Trail," passed some distance west of our 
county, and crossed Rock River a little 
above Prophetstown, in Whiteside county. 

Isaac Chambers, the first white inhabi- 
tant of Ogle county, passing through the 
country to Galena early in the summer, 
was struck with the beauty of this par- 
ticular vicinity, and determined to ttake 
it his future home. 

The place where Dixon now stands had 
become a fixed place for travelers to (firnA 
the river, and much incoaveDieoce was 
experienced in getting across, as the In- 
dians were not always at hand, and it was 
unpleasant to be obliged to ford the river, 
which was often done, for at certain 
titiies the water ran se low that it oould 
be done with safety. Mr. J. L. Begor- 
dis, of Peoria, resolved to baild a ierrj 
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there. For tbii parpose he sent up a 
man, wh« built a shanty 8 by 10 on the 
bank; and lived there until Begordis sent 
up a carpenter to make the boat, who 
came a short tinoie after. The carpenter, 
Mr. Doty, father of Mr. Elisha Doty of 
Polo, and his assistant, set vigorously at 
work, iind it was not long until the boat 
was nearly half completed, when the In- 
dians set fire to the boat, und informed 
them that they should not baild i boat 
there, and told chem to go to Peoria. 
This peremptory r.dvice they concluded to 
accept with the best grace possible. Joe 
Ogie, n Frenchman, made the next at- 
tempt in the spring of 1828. He was 
an Indian interpreter, had married an in- 
dian woman, i,nd was himself almost an 
Indian from his long association with 
them, having adopted many of their so- 
cial and domestic habits. The red men 
were somewhat better pleased with him, 
and concluded to let him remain. 

John Ankeney came from the southern 
part of Illinois in the spring of 1829, and 
made a claim :-t ** JVanusha/' or Buffalo 
Grove, by marking some trees on Buffalo 
Creek, rear where the bridge on the **Gale- 
na Road*' was afterwards built, tie then 
returned for his family, und while he was 
gone IsaacChambcrs came down from Gale- 
na with his family,and stopped at WhiteOak 
Grove — a small patch of timber lying about 
a half a iiile west of the village of Fores- 
ton — where he remained only a short time. 
He wtis not exactly ''atisned with this lo- 
cation, for he saw that in thi-j country 
timber land musi be more valuable than 
prairie, because of its scarcity. He 
therefore left that region and came ten 
5 



miles farther south to ^anusha, one of 
the largest groves in the whole country. 
He proceeded to make arrangements for 
building a house about thirty rods above 
the old bridge, where was a good place to 
cross the creek; and he had in contempla- 
tion a plan to change the line of travel 
from the prairie and have it pass through 
the grove, where he would build a "hotel" 
for the reception of travelers. While 
engaged in these preliminaries, he was 
surprised by the appearance of John An- 
keny and family, who had come to take 
possession of his claim. Mr. Ankeney 
was no less surprised to find his claim 
had bee a taken by Mr. Chambers. 
The surprise was not exactly an agreea- 
ble one to either, although had either 
been so fortunate to have had entire pos- 
session it would have been a long way to 
his nearest neighbor. This consideration, 
however, was a matter of no consequence 
to them, and Mr. Ankeney,in no agreeable 
mood, went about a hundred rods farther 
down the stream, where he proceeded to 
erect a "Public House," although there 
was but one road in the whole country, 
and that one was two miles distant. 

The hotels of the West ia those days 
were not exactly of the same description 
as many we can boast of now-a-days. If 
they had any "up stairs," It was only ac- 
cessible by means of the stones that pro- 
jected from the rudely constructed chim- 
ney — which ran from the fire-place to the 
top of the house — or by pegs driv- 
en into the logs, and sometimes by 
a ro^gh ladder made with an axe an ^ 
pod auger. "Prairie bedsteads," too, wer« 
a prominent feature of the age. A bin- 
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gle post was fastened to the floor, wbicli I All tliinns beiiii;* ready, they went to 
was Koaietinhs nothing more than the ; Oi:'ui's Ferry, and staked out each hii 
Lare earth, \Tit]n)ut a carpet, about four I road, the twoliiaesof stakes runninji par- 
feet from' the wall; holes were bored into allel, heino- at no plaeo more than half a 
tiii' loe.« of the side of the lious^., aiol mile apart. Chamb.-rs' stakes of courso 
sticks driven into the holes and fastened ran by his house, and Mr. Ankeney's by 



to the post, and then there were side rails 
running from the post each way, one to 
one side of the house and the other to 
tli^ other si'le, siat* pla«ed crosswise fa- 
cords and the b''l>teads were comnle'ted. 



Jiia hous(\ The lines intersected north 
of the grove, and the main line, after con- 
tinniiiLr a considerable distance, again in- 
tor^ecr^^d with the old ''Boles' Trail.'' 
No di H-ulty was f jund in inducini; trav- 



These beds were oft<^n so made tliat by «-lers to ta!;e one of the two proposed 
placing one above another, one "bed po>i" roads, but tlic question was, icaich. road 
^vould sappo)'t twelve sle(.jpers. If tlie should they take? Each at once set at 



family consisted of both sexes, curtains 



work to make his own house the most at- 



of deer-skin or like material were hung . tractive. Jealousy and rivalry arose be- 
between the beds, or else t!)e light was j twecn tlioin, and were harbored as longai 
put out just before retiring; this whs ! they lived so near together with such con- 
done by covering up, or throwing water j flicting interests. Each used every means 
on the fire in the fire-place, which was the ; in his powur to injure the custom of the 
only light that could be afforded, for those 
were days of economy. Lights were found' 
by striking fiints and catching the sparks 
on tinder. 

Having erected their houses^ the next 
business before 31r. Ankeney and Mr. 
Chambers, was to survey the dividing 



other, by such acts aa felling trees 
across the other's road, in many other 
equally irritating ways, which rendered 
it quite an unpleasant neighborhood. 

Meanwhile Ogie and his wife were not 
without their share of domestic difficul- 
ties. As they had no neighbors near 



lintt between them. The other bounda- I enough to qu?irrel witli, they managed to 
ries need not b*j formally fixed, for, if ' stir up a quarrel between thctJiselve* 
they chose, VaQ one could have Hock | which resulted in the separation of the 
liiver on the one .^ide and the other the | family, and Joe was left to run his boat 
^ii-^sissippi on tlio opposite side. One ' and broil his broth alwne. 
clr;ar starlight night, when the moon did ^Irs. Ogie owned nearly one half of 
not shine, and when there w<ire no clouds Paw Paw Grove, which was an Indian 
floating across the s^-ky, they went out to- j reservation, consequently, after their sep- 
gether to the south side of the groie, and ' aratiou, she was regarded as a "nVA iLid- 



from a red-oak stump they started towards 
the North Star, hacking the trees which 



()Wj'^ and as rich widows are personally 
attractive, it was not long before sho found 



Btood in their way, the marked trees be- an admirer in the person of Job Alcotfc, 
iiig the line between them. { whom she married, and this couple sub- 
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sequentiy weut.to Kansas with her pco- i about .six linles furtlier North, which bc- 
pie, the Pottawatomi«s. I came known as '-Chanibers' Grove." Kel- 



Earlj in l!:^28, a Mr. Cletnpsou pro- 
cur -.^d of the State Commissionors the 
coDtract for carrying tho mail i'roni Teoria 
to Galena, and he in turn pave the cun- 
tracfc to Mr. John Dixon, froia wbuiu tlie 
town of Bixou took its uauic. Mr. Dix- 
on's son comruenced drivino: the sta^-e 
early in the spring, before Ogie'K ferry 
was in operation. He often expt;rieaced 
much difficulty in getting tlie Indians to 
ferry him over the river, and was some- 
times exposed to mueh uungcr in attempt- 
insT to swim his team. Ogie had been 
running the ferry ocarly two years; his 
wife had forsaken him, and withal he was 
macii disposed to change his courBe of 
life, when, on the 11th of iVpril, 1830, 
Mr, Dixon came with his family from 
Peoria and bought out his ferry, &c., and 
took charge of it himself. The rates of 
ferriage were suoh as to make it a profita- 
ble business, for instance : For a joke of 
oxen and wagon, 75 cents; for a ^pan of 
torses and wagon, 75 tents; for a two- 
horse pleasure wagon, $1; tor a horse and 
gig, 50 cents. The annual income of 
a ferry at these rates, when we consider 
the immense amount of travel, m5«iat liave 
beeift very large. 

At Burr Oak Grove, in the township 
of Erin, Stephenson county, Oliver W. 
IveJlogg made a settlement in J820, Here 
he remained until the spring foUuwing, 
whea he removed to Buffalo Grove, whore 



iogg moved into the house Chambers hiud 
oeeupiod, and took up the old ph^n of 
hostilities with Ankenoy. 

One hour befort' the arrival of Mr. 
Kolk'gg at lUiffaio Grove, Mr. Hamuel 
Keed and f.-tuiily came. Mr. Heed pro- 
ceeded to make a claim on the south side 
of the grove, whrre he lived until his 
death, which was in x\ugust of 1S52. 
It was in 31ay that Kellogg and Keed 
settled here. In June of the hame^year, 
Messrs. Bush and Brooky, from K^iut eky, 
settled on the farm which is now owned 
by D. B. Moffat on the north side of the 
grove. 

In those early days a road or track 
through the country was quite as impor- 
tant as the railroad is now — indeed they 
were far more scarce; so, the road from 
Peoria to Galena became well-known, 
and settlers took up their abode at con- 
venient places along" its line. In 1831, 
there was a settler at LaSalle prairie, 
about fifteen miles north of Peoria. John 
Boyd lived about twenty miles above La 
Salle Prairie, at what is now kuown as 
Boyd's Grove. A frenchman, whoso 
name was Bullbony, lived about eight 
miles farther north. Henry Thomas lived 
at the head of Bureau Timber,twelve miles 
from Boyd's Grove. The next settler 
was Joseph Smith, who lived at a grove 
which was called ''Dad Joe's Grove" in 
honor of this early settler; this is nineteen 



it seems Chambers was getting worsted ! miles south of Dixon. Dixon was the 
ia his competition with Ankeoey, so that I next, then Buffalo Grove. Mr. Crane, 



Kellogg and he were not long ia making 
a trade. Chambers removed" to a grove 



who afterwards moved to Crane's Grove, 
lived at Cherry Grove. Mr. John Flack 
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lived on Rush Creek, and the next set- 
tler north of Buck Cfeek was John Win- 
ters, on Apple River, where Elizabeth 
now stands. Mr. Winters afterwards 
moved to Buffalo Grove. North of Ap- 
ple River, towards Galena, there were 
only two or three miners' huts. One of 
these belonged to William Durl«y, who 
was afterwards shot bj the Indians in 
Buffalo Grove. 

During this time, every settlement in 
the country had been made in the midst 
of Indians. The Winneb?.goes had not 
yet left the country, and the Pottawato- 
mict, who, however, were a smaller tribe, 
still lived on their old huntiug-grounds. 
They wore very peaceable, never even 
manifesting a disposition to pilfer or per- 
hrin any of tho8« little irritating acts 
which usod to be so common with some 
Indians whea they were in a state of pro- 
fessed peace. 



CHAPTER X. 

We oome now te the Black Hawk 
War. Black Hawk himjelf was by birth 
one of the Sac tribe^ being born on Rock 
River in 1767. The territory occupied 
by the Sacs at that time h.-.d originally 
been the property of the Sauteux (a 
branch of the Chippewa nation) and 
lowas, and was wrested from tbeiu by the 
Sacs and Foxes, who came from Ca;,ada. 
By the treaty of ll^G 1, (the provisions of 
which we have heretofore given,) these 
tribes ceded their lasids to the United 
States. This treaty was confirmed at 
Poitagc des Sioux, September 13th, 1815, 



by that portion of the tribes that had re- 
mained at peace with thie United States 
during the war of 1812. The hostile 
part of the tribe (except Black Hawk and 
a few disaffected braves whom he called 
around him, all of whom professed to be 
British subjects, and went to Canada, 
where they received presents,) confirmed 
the latter treaty in tho following year. 
Still further confirmation was given by 
another treftty made '^with the chiefs, 
warriors and head men of tho Sac anxi 
Fox tribes, '' at Fort Armotrong, (Jlock 
Island.) on the 8d of September, 1822, 
in which the treaty of 18U4 is referred to 
and ratified. On the 4th of August, 
1824, a treaty was made at Washingtoo, 
by which the Indians sold all their title 
to the northern portion of Missouri, from 
the Mississippi to the western boundary 
of the State, and the United States grant- 
ed the strip of country between the Mis- 
sissippi and Des Moines Rivers to certain 
half breeds of the nation, and on all the 
lands they had claimed south and east of 
the li-ne, they were not to be permitted to 
settle or hunt after January Ist, 1826. 

Black H^wk claimed that the chiefa 
who made tke treaty of 1804 were made 
drunk while in St. Louis, (whither they 
had gone to procure the releaafe of sonac 
of their nation who were in prison for 
murder,) and while intoxicated, they wore 
induced to sell the lands of the fcribt. 
Under this pretence that the treaty wr.s- 
void, he resisted the order for the reoioT- 
al of his tribe beyond the Mississippi. In 
the spring of 1831, Black Huwk uivd his 
party returned to their former principal 
village, to establish themselves on their 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTOBT 09 OQLB COUNTT. 



37 



The Indians rttom to the Rock BiTer OwoBtiy-^MTen Out— Troaly with Black Hawk— Ito ObUgalioiu Ariolated. 



anoient haoUng grounds, and found that 
the government had surveyed and sold 
the laud to settlers. He was accom- 
panied in this expedition by some of the 
Pottawatomies and Kickapoos, and some 
three hundred warriors of the British 
band. The squaws proceeded to plant 
their corn as usual, which so annoyed 
the whites that they plowed up the land 
that had oeen planted. The Indians retalia- 
ted with annoyances which led the set- 
tlers to appeal to Gov. Reynolds for pro- 
tection. The Governor construed Black 
Hawk's expedition into an invasion of 
the country, and forthwith wrote to Gen. 
Gaines of the United States Army, and 
to Gen. Clark, Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs, requesting them to do all they 
ooold to procure the peaceful removal of 
the Indians, but at all events t# protect the 
•ettlers who had purchased lands. Gen. 
Gaines im:nediately repaired to Eock 
Island with a few companies of soldiers. 
Finding that the Indians were determined 
npon war, he called upon Governor Rey- 
ttoldi for seven hundred mounted volun- 
teers. The Governor made a call upon 
•ome of the northern and central coun- 
ttesy and fifteen hundred volunteers ral- 
lied al Beardstown, and about the 10th 
of June were ready to march. On the 
25th of the same month, the entire force 
reached Rock River, and the next day, 
when Gen. Gtiines and his force entered 
the village, they found it deserted, the 
Indians having crossed the Mississippi 
the same morning. By the threats of 
Gen. Gaines to pursue them across the 
river. Black Hawk and the chiefs and 
braves of the band were led to sue for 



peace; and a treaty was here formed by 

which the band agreed to remain forever 

after on the wett side of the river, unless 

permitted by the President or Governor 

to cross it. Thus BlacL Hawk and his 

party ratified the treaty of 1804, by which 

thir* region of country waa sold to thfe 

whites. 

Notwithstanding hb treaty obligxitions, 

Black Hawk made his appearance m the 

Rock River country, in April, 1832, and 

prepared for war. He hop-^d to make the 

Winnebagoes and Pottawatomies his al- 

. . . * . 

l*es in this expedition against the whites; 

but in this ho was disappointed. He 
reached the mouth of Rock River,and pro- 
ceeded to ascend towards Prophctstown, 
the home of their prophet, Wabokieshiek, 
or "The White Cloud." The Indians 
were soon overtaken by an express from 
Gen. Atkinson, then at Fort Armstrong, 
ordering them to return to their homes 
on the west side of the Mississippi; but 
they paid no attention to these orders, 
and the party pressed on. Governor 
Reynolds, on learning of this new inva- 
sion, made another call for volunteers, 
which was responded to at Beardstown 
by about eighteen hundred men. The 
whole brigade was put under the com- 
mand of Major General Samuel White- 
side, of the State militia. The first regi- 
ment was commanded by Col. Dewitt, the 
second by Col. Fry, the third by Col. 
Thomas, the fourth by Col. Thompson, 
and the spy battalion by Col. Ja-jies D. 
Henry. 

On the 2 1st of April, the army com- 
menced its march, accompanied by Gov. 
Reynolds. On their arrival at the moul h 
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Mov,ni.-'!t^ of thv Troop— B.itllp of Stillmari*? Run "Cf>ni'CJ] of War— Removal of the Settlors. 



of iiofk Piivcr, Genorals Whiteside and i KKwoti of Stillman's mon were killed, 
Atkinson aixrofd that the volunteers and under the circumstances we may 
should march up the river to Prophets- I well be astonished that the number was 
town, and there await the arrival of the not ^^reater. 

regular troops. Instead of waiting; at The i>:reatest eonstornation prevailed 
that ])]aee, the men set fire to the villapre nmonjx the white settlem-'nts when the 
and niarclu'd to Dixon, where they eain«^ j accounts of th.is action reached them, 
to a halt, and found two battalions of ! The repor!.s, of eour.so, i^reatly magnitied 



'jyT) mounted volunteers from the coun- 
ties of McLean, Tazewell, Peoria and Ful- 
ton, under .'Majoi's Ptilhnan and P»ailey. 
As these officers bcirirtHi to be put forward 
upon some dangerous service, they were 



the extent oi: the disaster, and made 
matters aj)pear mu(;h worse than thev 
really were. The settlers began to build 
f>rts and make preparations to defend 
themselves. Some familic-- in the vicini- 



sent u]) the river to spy out the Indians. | ty of the Indian camping ground were 
Major Stillman left the main body of the { massacred before they could reach the 
army on the 12th of May, and on the i forts. 



Hth came to ''Old Man's Run," now 
"Stillman's llun,'' a small stretim wliich 
ris.'sin White Hock Grove, in this founty, 
and empties into Pock River near Ryron. 



In the niirht, after the arrival of Still- 
nian's party at Dixon, (General Whiteside 
called a council of war at his tent, at 
wliich it Wits agreed to march in the 



He fncnmp.'d hrrc just before ni-ht, i ^''''*^'^'*'^- f<J the scene of the disaster. It 
and in a .«h;'^rt time a party of Indians on | ^^'*" found that there were no provisions 
hor^obaek were discovered. Some of ti»e ! iu the caiup, except in tlie mes-es of 
party, wit>inufc orders, mounted tlieir \ ^^*"^<^ ^'--w of the mtin. Catfle and hogs^ 



horses and started in pursuit. They 
werwj (ine^l by oth( rs. The Indians fled, 
but were ovortpken, and three of them 



however, were obtained of Mr. John Dix- 
on, who was the only whit«. inhabitant ou 
K»H-k Hiver, so that in the mornin'r the 



hlain. Black Hawk and his main force ■ :^i''Liy were >^upp]i(!d with fresh beef, which 
chanced to be near }>y, and they soon rai- j they ate witiiout bread. On their arrival 
lied to the number of seven hundred \ ^^t Stillman's Run, the volunteers ibuuii 
men. and turned the pursuing volun- ! ^i'^'^t the Indinns wer<' gone, 
timers back upon their own camp. The ; Intidligenee of tiil.'i euii-aL^ement was 
latter broke through the camp at full ; in) mediately brought to JJuflalo (irove, 
<peed, throwing the entire force into con- ; and the three fajidlies living tihere loft 
fusion, spre^tding terror and dismay among \ for other places on the P'>th — Mr. Samuel 
the rest of the men, so that jMajor Still- | Reed's family goin*^ to Dixon, and Aa- 
man was unable to rally them. A ro- j keney's aud Obumbers' (the latter living 
treat was commenced, and the whites at Chambers' Grove,) going to Apple 
scattered, straggling along in parties of River Fort, now, Elizabeth, while Mr, 
four and five, until they reached Dixon, i Kellogg's family went south. ' 
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Shooting of Durley at Buffalo Grove— Burial of the Dead at Stillman'* Hun— A new Army Raised. 



On the m ruing of the 16th of May, 
an express party of six men left Galena 
for Dixoa, consisting of John D. Win- 
ters, (now in California,) William Dur- 



miles from Ottawa, and killed fifteen per- 
sons, and took two young ladies, Silvia 
aad Raehel Hall, prisoners, who were after- 
wards ransomed by Mr. Gratiot, through 



General Whiteside contented himself, 
(»n his arrival at Stillman's Kun, with 
burying the dead, placing them iu a 
common grave, on a ridi:e of land near 
tlie Itun. He then returned to Bixou, 
where he met General Atkinson with the 
regulars. The army now numbered twen- 
ty-four hundred men; but the volunteers 
were anxious to be discharged. They 
were finally marched to Ottawa, wliore, 
at their urgeut request, Governor Rey- 
nolds discharaed them on the 27th and 



ley, Henry J. Morrison, Frederick Stahl, j the Winnebagoes. 
(now a prominent business man in Gale- 
na,) Charles E. Bennett and Smith. 

On arriving at Buifalo Grove, a consulta- 
tion was held as^o their best rout«^ through 
the timber. Their road lay through the 
north part of the grove, but some, who 
feared an attack by the Indians, advised 
that they should ki;op around the skirt 
of the Wood, which made the distance 
a litilo greater, but ^vis a route more like- 
ly tu be safe. This advice was overruled, 
however, and the company proceeded di- 
rectly on, when, just as they were enter- -I8th of May. 

ing the wood, the liidiacs iircd upon [ Orders had been previously issued for 
them, and Duricy was instantly killed, j raising two thousand volunteers, who 
The rest wheeled their horses and made were to meet at Beardstown and lleiine- 
uoud their escaoe. iStiiidi received a bail i vlu. In the meantime a re"inu;nt was 
through his hat, ju.^^t grazing Liie top of | raised from the volunteers just discharged, 
his lna<l. Barley was buried on the very | :\\\d Jacob Bry was elected Colonel, ff<ime;v 
spot wJiore ho fell, and whore his grave I 1 >. Ht^nry Lieutenant (^jlonel, andT!.om- 
iiKty t;t.ll ijc <'^i'u. A littie pine stands I as Bry Major. General Whiteside vol- 
at the head 01 the grave ; it still lives— | unteered as a private. The diiVerer.t 
a Bt.tle f-i]rub, as though it had just been cuujpanies of this regiment v/ere so dis- 
placed tliere, for ill ten years it has not | tributed as to proteet all the frontiers, 
grown an inch. Tiie fence that was | Captain A'dam W. Snyder was appoiis tod 
liryt plaood around it became old and rot- i to guard the country between Btock Btvor 
ten and Was last falling to pieces, when | and Galena; '-and while he was enea.iipi J 
about two years since it was replaced by not far from Burr C)ak Grove, on the 
another much prettier than the first, by j night of the 17th of June, his company 
the elFjrts of ?dr. Scj^uire Bruce, a resi- 
dent of Buffalo Grove, who, by eircula- 
ting a subscription, procured the means to 



rebuild it. 

On the 21st of May, the Indians at- 
tacked Indian Creek settlement^ fifteen 



was iircd upon by the Indians. The ncxL 
morning he pursued them, four in num- 
ber, and drove theiu into a sink hole., 
where his company charged on them and 
killed the wh(»le of the Indians, with tlie 
loss of one man mortally wounded. As 
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he returned to his camp, bearing the 
wounded soldier, the men suffering much 
from thirst, scattered in search of water, 
they were sharply attacked by about sev- 
enty Indians, who had been secretly 
watching their motions and awaiting a 
good opportunity." The men were taken 
by surprise and began a hasty retreat, 
when Capt. Snyder called upon General 
Whiteside for assistance in forming the 
men, who loudly declared that he Wvuld 
shoot the first man who attempted to run. 
The men were formed into rank, and both 
parties took position behind trees. Here 
General Whiteside shot the leader of the 
Indians, who then began to retreat. As 
they were never pursued, the Indians' 
loss was not known ; the whites lost two 
men killed and one wounded."* 

On the 15th of June, the new regiment 
arrived at the appointed places of rendez- 
Tous, and were formed into three brigades, 
under the command of Gens. Alexander 
Posey, Milton K. Alexander and James 
D. Henry. The whole volunteer force 
at this time amounted to three thousand 
two hundred men, besides three compa- 
nies of rangers. Many of the Pottawato- 
mies and Winnebagoes, though profess- 
edly at peace with the whites, were much 
disposed to join Black Hawk and his par- 
ty, and it was hoped to overawe them by 
bringing so large a force into the field. 

Before the new army could be brought 
into effective operation, several murders 
had been committed by the Indians. 
Among others, Mr.. St. Vrain, the Indian 
Agent for the Sacs and Foxes, was mur- 
dered by a party under the lead of the 



♦Ford's History of niinois.. 



chief '^Little Bear," who had previously 
adopted him as a brother, and who treach- 
erously murdered and scalped him and 
all but two of his party when they had 
eonfi led themselves to his friendship. 

In the latter part of the month of June^ 
Black Hawk, with about one hundred 
and fifty warriors, planned an attack up- 
on Apple River Fort. As they were ly- 
ing in wait for an opportunity to make 
an attack, six men — Fred Dixon, formerly 
an Indian fighter in Misseuri, Wm. Kill- 

patrick, Walsh, Hackelrode 

and two others — carrying an express from 
Galena to Dixon passed them, and the 
Indian sentinel indiscreetly fired at them^ 
wounding Walsh. . Dixon immediately 
jumped his horse over Walsh as the lat- 
ter lay upon the ground, and charged, sin- 
gle handed, upon the Indians, at the same 
time calling to his companions to carry 
Walsh into the fort. The Indians, sup- 
posing, from" Dixon's movements, that the 
main body of the whites were close at 
hand, momentarily retreated, thus giving 
Dixon's companions an opportunity to re- 
tire to the fort, which they did, bearing 
Walsh with them. The alarm was thus 
given to the inhabitants in the vicinity^ 
who rushed into the fort, which was im- 
mediately attacked by the whole of Black 
Hawk's troop. The fight lasted four or 
five hours, the whites bravely fighting to 
the last. The women in the fort dis- 
played a coolness and courage worthy of 
the wives and daughters of the pioneers. 
They run bullets, loaded the guns and 
assisted the men by every means in their 
power. Hackelrode, one of the express 
party who escaped, was standing with hia 
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The IxcUans attack Mi^r Dement and his Partjr— A Horse's Ara^cm to IncDans. 



back toward one of the port-holes, while 
Mrs. Armstrong was picking the touch- 
hole of his gun, and an Indian fired at 
him and shot him in the back of the neck, 
killing him instantly. The whites finally 
succeeding in repulsing the Indians, who 
met with a heavy loss. Dixon's retreat 
to the fort having been cut off after his 
charge upon the Indians, he pressed on 
to Galena, where, however, the news pre- 
ceded him, being borne there by Charles 
Bowers, who rode down the hill on the 
east side of Galena Hiver, screaming, 
" Indians! Indians! " with all his might; 
and by the time that he had been ferried 
across, over an hundred people had col- 
lected on th6 levee to hear the news. Col. 
Strode commanded at Galena, and in the 
morning marched to the assistance of 
those in thd fort, but did not arrive till 
the Indians had raised the siege and 
departed. 

Having foiled in this attempt, the In- 
dians determined on their way back to 
secure a small guard of soldiers who had 
been left in charge of some military 
stores at Kellogg's house, in Burr Oak 
Grove. The guard had been removed 
before the Indians had reached the house, 
but Major John Dement (now a well 
known resident of Dixon) had shortly 
before come into the neighborhood with 
the Independent Spy Company attached 
to the first brigade, and with his com- 
pany had encamped in Kellogg' s house 
when the Indians reached there. De- 
ment was not aware of the presence of 
the Indians till near morning, when the 
arrival of Captain Funk and a man named 
Duval placed him on his guard. Capt. 



Funk's horse had a very great aversion 
to Indians, and would never remain in 
their presence. Captain Funk command- 
ed at Scales Mound, and on receiving the 
news of the attack on Apple River Fort, 
he started in the direction of Burr Oak 
Grove with the hope of finding Dement. 
As the captain and Duval passed a thicket 
on the north side of the grove, the •horse- 
began to manifest the usual signs of the 
presence of Indians, and Funk was con- 
vinced that there were some lurking by. 
As soon as he found Dement, he told 
the latter his suspicions, and a small par- 
ty of men were sent to reconnoitre, who 
soon returned and reported having seen a 
few Indians on horseback, who retreated 
on seeing, them. When Dement's men 
heard that there were Indian,? about, they 
rushed out pell-mell, and began saddling 
their horses as best they could } and some 
of them came near being captured before 
they could get their horses, which were 
picketed at a considerable distance. Those 
who pushed forward to the attack upon 
the Indians were repulsed with considera- 
ble loss. When the whites returned to 
the house for shelter, the Indians com- 
menced firing on the house, and at the 
horses which were fastened outside. De- 
ment and Duval were standing in the 
door together, when two of the Indian* 
came in sight, and before Duval could 
draw Dement's attention to them, they 
fired, one of the bullets whizzing by Du- 
val's ear and lodg.ng in thp timbers of 
the house, while the other cut Dement's 
commission, which he carried in the crown 
of his hat.* 
^History of Stephenson County. 
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BIurd«r uear Fort Ilatnilton — Brilliant Chai-gi^ upon the Indiaua by Gen. Dodge— Gen. i.lkiu%ou takes Command 

Shortly after, two nien niuuntcd llieir them 



horsf.s and ;^allr)ped to Buffdlo Grove for 
reinforceiiients. Ab soon as tliey were 
out of reach J t^Iio Indians started for 
Rock lliver, doubtless gue:?sing tlieir 
objt^et. 

The whlte.s lust five men in this action, 
una the Indians Kd't three dead warriors 
behind tht-in. 

About tii^ lime of the attack on Apple 
River lunt, tlio Indians attacked three 
men near Tort llarnilton, in the Wiscon- 
sin lead mines, l^llinj^ two of tlu-m, 
while the other escaped. Geii. Henry 
Dodifc, whu chanced to arrive at the furt 



)UC was IiDally compelled to retire 
with the loss of three men killed, and 
himself, with several others, severely 
wounded. 

The Indians now held control of the 
country. Their war parties prowled 
about every while man's camp from Ga- 
lena to Chicago, and from the lUinoia 
river to the boundary of Wisconsin. 
They attacked every white man they 
came across, and, Hushed with their vic- 
tory, they were prepared for deeper and 
broader operation^. Rut the p(/sitiun of 
mutters ^oon changed. On the 20th, 
'Jlsfc and 22d of Juno, Gen. Atkiusou 



s(>on afier, in cumniand of twenty men, I took Command of xhe forces a^^sembledou 
startid in pursuit, and chased the Jndiiins I the Illinois River, aud put tljcm iu 
to liurse iSiiije iiend,. on the reeatunica, i motioD. jMajur iJement, with a battaliou 
where ijuy Lad taken shelter and were | of spies, pushed forwar i and took po^itiua 
awaifiijg an attack from the whites. Gen, at Kellogg's Grove, iu the heart of tlie 
Dtnluo urdrred his men to make a charge, ludiau country, li'jaring, on the 21/ilt 
••ind a> they a])proaclied tiie place where | t.f June, that the trail of five hundred 
the Indiana lav, thc^y were fired upon. ' lud*:;;ns leading to the youth hr.d b<^ou 
Without gixiiig them an oppuri unity to ' seen within a few mih-s the day betVa'e, 
reload, the v\ hite^ .^pr^nu' u}>on tlie '' iva- ; Major i)ement urd^retl his wUv-ie eoni- 
ge>, !-uiue ol* whu:ii t'v/d t<y escape by niand to be in readine.^.s, v.'h;ie he with 
swimi.iiiig. iti tlie ele\en lo'Ihois who twenty mux hLaried to gvin iuteliigeuee 
fornad the j>ai1y, not one e.>capv'd. Four ] of their muvemeuls They Lad gi-ne but 
of the Ahitv\> were severely wouiidid at | a short distance when they dibcovered 
the ii.'.tc hre, tiiiee of whom afterward;^ . seven Indian spies. Followed soon alter 
died IVnm the effects of theii weunds, and i by soiiie uf the, men from thfe camp, he 
th<; other r(eo\<-reJ. I l(-)rmed about twenty-live of them in line 

.'vb('Ut tlio Ibth of Junv;, Ji lot of horset^ to protect the retreat of those in pursuit, 
had lice;! sfokn from A.pple River F\>rt j Thl.-, had hardly beim done when three 
by the Indians, and (.'apt. James W. ' hundred Indians came out to attack them, 
."^tephereson, in h«jnor of whom our sister Seeing himself iu great danger o^ being 
county is named, started iu pursuit of surrounded, the major slowly retired to 
them, lie surrounded them in a amall ! his camp, closely followed by thti savages. 
thi«dvet standing in lluMnidst of a prairie, ' The whole party now took pussessiou of 
:.nd n.ade three, successive eharges upon ! s»me log houses, which served them for a 
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MovemenWQf the Troops — Arrival at Lake ivuekaJiung—Profcreas of the Aj-niy- Dillicultie'* of the Si^rvice. 



fort, where they were vigorously attacked 
for nearly an hour, when the Indians 
retreated, leaving nine men dead on t e 
lield, and probably five others carried 
away. The whites had five men killed 
and three wounded. An express had 
been ^ent to Gen. Posey, who arrived 



Winnebagoes, atid encaujped about a mile 
above it. lie continued the march the 
next day, and on arriving at Lake Kus- 
kanong was joined by Gen. Alexander';? 
brigade. TI.e country hereabout was 
tboruug^ily cxaaiim-Mlj and Ix'ing coi-j- 
vinct'd that there were no sav.'i;:es libuut. 



with his brigade about two. hours after ! the '* General niaretiiHl his whole foice up 
the. Indians had gone. ..^ ! the east aide of Rock River, to jjurnt 



When the news of this action reached 



Village, another Wi)ineban-r» towti, 



Dixon, where all the forces under Gen. Whitewater J*iver, where he was joitH^^ 
Atkinson were assembled, Alexander's j by Gt'n. rns/y's brigade and a batlaliuo 
brigade was ordered in the direction ot ' t.oiu ^Vi^:con•iil under the command of 
Plum river, to intercept the Indians if I Majur Henry Oodge. 
they attempted to escape by re-cn^ssing 'fi;.. ^)rn^vr^< of tlie army, rip to this 
the river. Gen. Atkinson, after -wjii ting | tluic, hvA been slovv and uncertain. Tli^ 
for two days at Dixon, marched up liock j rountiy was ideeMt an unexplori.'d wib 
Eiver. accompanied by Gen. ilenry's I ,iorn.' .ss, ,uu\ lliep- was litrrally no niuib'e 
brigade. Gol. I'Vy and his regiment wer^' | i^„u\\ I. d^.' o\' ila- c->a:.t!y a. im. ng th<H^ 
sent forward to meet some friendly I'ott-.- | eon.nu.si.icr tht^ ariny, uiul rijo information 
watumies. j t;, l,:- .:.;:, hhI from a ^ow Winnchagoiis 

Ulack IJawk continued to move up tho | ^yj,,, | „„.^- -.ronnd ih-.^ rani]) wa-' dehisivc 
river, but finding him&elf closely purbUrd | 'y]\. f;-.-(|ui'nt " " " 

by the whites, he crossed over to tlic 
WibCunsin Paver. On the 21st of July, 
a detachment of truops t-n route, for Fort 
Winnebago to procure supplies, dis('Over«.^d 
tlie Indians not far from lllue 31<iunds, 
aad imnuaiiately attacked them, routing 
them and killing forty or fifty Uicn. The 
whites had only one man killed and eight 
wounded. 

(ien. Atkinson, having been informed 
that l]]ack Hawk had fortified liimstlf 
with his whole force at the four lakes, 
determin(;d to decide the war by a <iwneral 
battle, and accordingly marched in that 
direction with us much haste as ])rudencti 
would admit. On the oOth of June, he 
encamped at Turtle village, a town of the 



:.aiy \'\ l:<vj nii'l-t nf so liiiudi r ncer'.tint v 
only ga\e the s,I^'^.g'-s op^iortiinities te 
elnde tlnir pursuers. 

. ."^ays Gov. Ford : 

'*Ki;.-;it wcck.s now w;i?!v'«l uwa} iu iVaitk^.-, 
HCiiroh Ivir tlic tau'iu^N, unJ liic {•<>inn;;iiM{iii^i: 
^'v'Mer.'il se< humI I'ui-.Ik-t IVout ihc ar'ainiiitii. 
i)\' Ills (»1);rf't !li;iii Avl.'ii till' ^*'(•()li^l Tf" jH '-it i.^r 
»)f tr< t}'S w;js (M\':uni/o.]. At tliist ivm^ ]'u*;('y 
uii'l Alexnndor ^-onn;;: ml' il oafl) a thousand 
moil, liviiry tiK.k tli(' t'u-l-l -vvic'i tvrolxe liun- 
dro'l and c^ixiV-iwo. and llio regiihu* force un- 
der Col. Tuylov, now Major (k'ueral, .•lUioimicd 
to four hundred and Idtj more. J>iit. I>y ilii.* 
this tiiijc the voluijuor force \va^ reduced near- 
ly one half. Aiany had entered the service for 
mere pjistJnic, and a de.-iire to partici})ate hi 
the excellent fun of an Indian campaign. 
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looked upon as a frolic ; and certainly but few 
volunteered with well-defined notions of the 
fatigues, delays and hardships of an Indian 
war in an unsettled and unknown country. 
Tho tedious marches, exposure to tho weather, 
loss of horses, sickness, forced submission to 
command, and disgust at the unexpected hard- 
ships and privations of a soldiered lifo, pro- 
duced rapid reductions in the numbers of every 
regiment. The great distance from the base 
of operationt; : the difficulties of tranaporta- 
tion either by land or water, making it impos- 
sible ai any time to have more than twelve 
days' provisionB beforehand, still further cur- 
tailed the power of the commanding general. 
Such was the wastefulness of the volunteers, 
that they were frequently one or two days short 
of provisions before new supplies could be fur- 
nished. 

"At this time there were not more than four 
days' rations in the hands of the commissary, 
the enemy might be weeks in advance; the 
¥4)lunteers were fast melting away, but the 
Tegular infantry had not lost a man. To coun- 
teract these difficulties, General Atkinson found 
it necessary to disperse his command, for the 
purpose of procuring supplies." 

On the 10th of July, the severci] brig- 
ades were appointed to proceed to different 
destinations— ^Colonel Bwing's regiment 
bein^ sent to Dixon as an escort for Capt. 
Dunn.'*' who was supposed to be mortally 
wounded; Gen. Posey marching to Fort 
Hamilton, (now Wyota, Wis.,) on the 
Pecatonica; and Henry, Alexander and 
Dedge being sent to Fort Winnebago, at 
ihe Portage, between the Fox and Wis- 
•consin rivers; while Gen. Atkinson 

* Capt. Dunn has since been elected a judge 
in Wisconsin, and in the campaign of 1858 
was the Democratic candidate for Member of 
Oongress, against Hon. C. C Wasbburne, Re- 
publican. 



himself fell back to Lake Kuskanong, 
where he built a fort and gave to it the 
name of the lake, and where he was to 
remain until the volunteer generals should 
return with supplies. Henry and Alex- 
ander reached Fort Winnebago in three 
days ; Dodge preceded them a few hours 
by making a forced march. Two dayar 
were occupied ^fii'getting provisions, on 
the last of whicn the Winnebago chiefs 
pressent reported that Black Hawk and 
his forces were encamped at the Manitou 
Village, thirty-five miles above Gen. 
Atkinson, on Rock River. The com- 
manding generals determined to yiolate 
their orders and march directly upon the 
enemy with the hope of taking him by 
surprise, or at least cutting off his further 
retreat to the north. 

When they came to carry out thig 
determination, Gen. Alexander's men 
mutinied and refused to go on the service^ 
and soon infected Henry's men with the 
same spirit. All the officers of Col. 
Fry's regiment, except the Colonel him- 
self, presented to Gen. Henry a written 
protest against the projected expedition. 
The only reply made by the General to* 
this protest was to order the officers nn- 
der arrest for mutiny, and to appoint Col- 
lins' regiment as a guard to escort them 
to Gen. Atkinson's camp. This bad the 
effect to bring the protesting officers to 
terms; they humbly sued for pardon, and 
were profuse in their promises to return 
to their duty and never again to be guilty 
of like conduct. The General forgare 
them, and they returned to their posts. 

On the 15th of July, Gen. Henry start- 
ed from Fort Winnebago to search for th» 
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Indians, aocompanied by a half-breed 
named Poquette, and the " White Paw- 
nee," a Winnebago chief, as guides. On 
reaching Reck Eiyer, he was informed 
that Blaclc Hawk was encamped at Cran- 
berry Lake, farther up the river. Rely- 
ing upon this information, G-en. Henry 
determined to make a forced march in 
that direction the next morning. 

"Doctor Merriman of Springfield, and W. 
W. Woodbridge of Wisconsin, were dispatched 
as expresses to General Atkinson. They wtre 
accompanied bj a chief called Little Thunder, 
as guide ; and having started about dark, and 
proceeded on their perilous rout^; about eight 
F^iles to ihe southwest, they came upon the 
fresh main trail of the enemy, endeavoring to 
escape by way of the Four Lakes across the 
Wisconsin river. At the sight of the trail, 
the Indian guide was struck with terror, and 
without permission retreated back to the camp. 
Merriman and Woodbridge returned also, but 
not until Little Thunder had announced his 
discovery in the Indian tongue to his country- 
men, who were in the very act of making their 
escape when they were stopped by Major Mur- 
ray McConnell, and taken to the tent of Gen. 
Henry, to whom they confessed that they had 
come into the camp only to give false informa- 
tion, and favor the retreat of the Indians ; and 
then, to make amends for their perfidy, and 
perhaps, as they were led to believe, avoid in- 
stant death, they disclosed all they knew of 
Black Hawk's movements.'** 

On the morning of the 19th, everything 
was in readiness at daylight for a forced 
march. Another express was sent to 
Ueu. Atkinson, and all cumbrous bagg 'ge 
was thrown away. The sight of the broad 
fiesh trail inspired every one with the 
hope that the war would soon be broucjlit 

*Ford'g History of niinoi*. 



to a close, and the men marched witk 
bettci' spirit than usual. In the afternoon; 
of the first day, they were overtaken by 
one of those fearful storms eo common on 
the prairie; but in spite of the pelting 
rain, the men pushed on, and during the 
day marched upwards of fifty miles, the 
officers in many instances dismounting 
and giving' their horses to the men. on foot. 
The t^torm continued until two o'clock in 
the morning, the men sleeping upon the 
muddy earth, covered with water.. The 
rain prevented them building any fire to 
cook thdir food, and they made their sup- 
per and breakfast of some raw meat and 
some dough, formed by the Hour in their 
knapsacks becoming drenched with the 
rain. The horses fared but little better 
than the men. 

At daylight, on the 20th, the army was 
again on the march,, and after as hard a 
march as the one of the day previous, 
they encamped on the banks of one of 
the fQur lakes forming the source of the 
Catfish Eiver, in Wisconsin, and near 
where the Indians had encamped the pre- 
vious night. They had now traveled one 
hundred miles without tasting any cooked 
food, and when they came to eat their 
suppers, it was probably with a relish 
they had nev^r before known. They 
slept that night on the earth, with only 
the sky above them, and they slepi; sound- 
ly and well. The general expectation 
was that they would overtake the Indians 
the next morning, and all were in fine 
spirits. An alarm was giving during 
the night, by one of the sentinels firing 
at an Indian who was stealthily approack- 
inir the shore in his canoe. The whole 
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■force were at once under arms, but noth- 
ing nioiv w;ts tliscovered. 

K:nly in the njornincr of the 21st, the 
march was contirincd as YiL^-rously as be- 
fore, the day'fs n;arch beinir ev<'n harder 
th'du an J which preced<'d it. A})out noon, 
the men in advance were ch>se upon the 
rear-guard of the enenjy, and the scouts 
ahead ctiine suddenly upon two Indians 
and killed one of tliein a5 tln^y were ut- 
teiripting to escape. By makinLT fnlsc 
stands with a fow warriors, av if to bring 
on a general Ijattle, causing the whites to 
halt and make preparations to meet tliem, 
the Indians gained time to reach tlie blufls 
oa the Wisconsin River, by four o'clock 
in the afternoon. At this time, the ad- 
vanced j^uard were fired upon by a body 
of Indians who ha,d hiddrm themselves in 
the high grass. Major Kwing immedi- 
ately dismouQted hhi battalion and formed 
them in front, removing their horses to 
the rear. The Indians kept up thrir 
firing from behind the fallen timber.. (4en. 
Henry soon arrived with the main b)dy, 
when the order of battle was immediately 
formed. Ewing's battalion and Jones' 
and Collins' regiments charged upon the 
Indians, who retreated before them and 
concentrated their force in front of iMajor 
Dodge's battalion. Col. Fry was sent to 
reinforce Dodge, and a general charge 
was now vigorously made along the whole 
line. The Indians stood their ground 
against Dodge and Fry and their men 
until they came within bayonet reach, 
when they fell back to the west and took 
a new position in the thick timber and 
tall grass in the head of a hollow leading 
to the river bottom. Ewing's battalion 



( and Collins' und Jonej^' regiments drove 
1 them from their n€w position and pursued 
j them for some distance; but night com- 
ing on, furtht r pursuit was stopped, and 
' the troops slept upon the battle held. It 
: was a^^certaincd that the Indians hit six- 
ty-eight warriors dead upon the iicid, be- 
f si'le a large nunjber wounded, many of 
i wliom were afterwards found dead on the 
trail. The loss of the whites 'anutunted 
to one m;iu killed and eight wounded. 
I Early next morning, the whites roached 
I the Wisconsin l-*,iv< r, and found that the 
Indians had crossed it and escaped to the 
mountains between the Wisconsin • wd the 
Mississippi. On account of the want of 
provisions, Gen. Henry determined to fall 
back to the Blue Mounds. They reached 
their destiaation in two days, where they 
met Gen. Atkinsonwith the regulars and 
Alexander's and Posey's brigades. After 
spending two days in prc'paration at the 
Mounds, the whole force, now under Gen. 
Atkinson's direction, again started in pur- 
suit of the Indians. They crossed the 
Wisconsin at Wisconsin Hights, the scene 
of the late battle, (now Helena,) and 
struck the trail of the Indians among the 
mountains on the other side. The troops 
toiled sturdily in climbing the mountains 
and pushing through the deep swamps. 
The route was strev,'n with the bodies of the 
Indians who had died from the effect of 
wounds received at the kite battle. 

The mis(n-y of the Indians at this time 
was very great.* Their provisions had 



•^After giviuo: an account of the battle at th« 

Rights, Gov. lM)rd says :' "TliJiL night, Henry's 

j camp \^as disturbed by the voice ol an Indinrt, 

j loudly sounding froBi a distant hill, as if giv- 
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given out, and they were on the veri>e of j 
starvation. They were so closely pursued i 
hy the whites that they con Id hardly find 
time to eat such food as they were able to 
procure. In addition to this, nealoct and 
want of care of the WouikIs they had re- 
ceived broup!;ht disease, sufferinp:; and death 
amoncT thera to an almost incalculable ex- 
tent, thinning their ranks with a fearful 
rapidity. A gentlemen who* saw the In- 
dians encamped at ivock Island, just after 
peace had been made with them, tells us 
that there was hardly a man, woman or 
child among them, whose bones did not 
almost protrude through the skin, so ema- 
ciated had they become ! 

On the morning of the fourth day after 
crossing the Wisconsin, the advance guard 
of Grea. Atkinson\s army reached the cast 
bank of the Missis.sippi, where the Indi- 
ans had arrived some time before them. 
This was at Bad-Axe, about forty miles 
above Prairie du Chien. The steamboat 
Warrior, under the command of Captain 
Throckmorton, had descended to this 
point the day before, and prevented the 

ing orders or desiring a conference. It after- 
"wards appearetl that this was the voice of an 
Indian chief, speaking in the Winnebago lan- 
guage, stating that the Indians had their 
aquaws an«l families with thera, and they were 
wlaiving for provisions, und wero not able to 
hght the white people; and that if they were 
permitted to pass peaceably over the Misi'is- 
sippi, they would do no more mischief. ITe 
gpoke this in the Winnvsliago tongne, in hopes 
that sonic of that people were with General 
Henry, and would act as his interpreter. No 
Winnobagoes were present, they having run at 
the coraraencement of the action ; and bo his 
language wa« never explained until aftor the 
clos(* of the war.-' 



Indians crossing the; river. In spite of 
a white flag raised by the In iians, Capt. 
Throckmorton fired upon them, killing 
twenty-three and woundinir a greit many 
more. Immediately aft-.^r this aHair, the 
boat dropped down to Prairie du Chien; 
and before its return the next morninf^, 
Gen. Atkinson had arrived with his forces 
ai\d commenced a general battle. 

Aware that the whites were in close 
pursuit of thetn, the Indians setit back a 
small party to meet the advancing troops 
within three or four miles of their camp, 
with instructions to retreat to a point 
three miles ahorc their place of rendez- 
vous — with the intent to draw the whites 
off the right trail. The ruse was success- 
ful, and Gen. Atkinson pursued the re- 
treating party with the whole army, ex- 
cepting Henry's brigade, which had been 
left in the rear. When Gen. Henry camo 
to the place where the ruse had been 
played, he at once saw how the command- 
ing general had been most egregiously 
deceived by the stratagem of the savage. 
By the advice of his officers, Gen. Henry 
was induced to march forward upon the 
main trail. He sooa came up with the 
Indians, and a general battle commenced. 
The Indians were apparently taken by 
surprise, but they fought bravely and des- 
perately, though without any plan or con- 
cert of action. Before Gen. Atkinson 
could arrive at the scene of actio u, the 
main work had been done. Henry had 
driven the Indians into the river, and his 
men were picking off the warriors who 
were trying to escape by swimming. A 
portion of the Indians had taken refuge 
on a small willow island near the -shore, 
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and were keeping up a severe fire upon 
the men on the shore. They were charged 
5upon by some of the troops, and the most 
of them were either killed, captured or 
driven into the water, wh^re they met a 
more certain death. 

Many incidents are related cis having 
occurred at the battle of Bad- Axe, which 
are of interest to the general reader. We 
have room for but one, which we ilnd in 
a work upon the Black Hawk War, by 
Benj. Drake: 

**A young squaw was standing in the grass, 
ft short distance from the American line, hold- 
ing her child, a little girl of four years old, 
in her arms. In this position, a ball strucl< 
the right arm of the child, ju X above the el 
bow, and shattering the bone, passed iuio t'u 
breast of its yoimg rauthev, u,nd iiistuutlj 
killed her. She fell upon the cliila a -id con- 
fined it to the ground. When the battle wa^ 
nearly over, and the Indians had been driven 
to this point, Lieutenant Anderson of the 
United States Army, hearing the cries of the 
child, went to the spot, and taking it from un- 
der the dead mother, carriea it to the place for 
furgical aid. The arm was amputated, and 
during the operation, the half starved child 
did not cry, but sat quietly eating a piece of 
hard biscuit. It was sent to Prairie des 
Chiens, and entirely recovered from its wound." 

When the troops charged upon the In- 
dians, the squaws and children were so 
closely commingled with the rest of the 
Indians that great slaughter took place 
among them, the squaws in many cases 
being dressed so nearly like the males 
that it was impossible to distinguish them . 

Th3 [ndian loss in the battle of Bad- 
Axe was about one hundred and fifty 
killed; as iT-uny more drowned, and fifty 



prisoners taken. The Americans had 
seventeen men killed an*d twelve wounded. 

With this battle ended the war. Black 
Hawk, who commanded in person the 
party whose movements had so deceived 
Gen. Atkinson, retreated to the Dalles on 
the Wisconsin river. A party of Sioux 
and Winnebagoes, headed by one-eyed 
Decori, a Winnebago chief, started in 
pursuit of them and captured them high 
up on the river. Among the prisoners 
were a son of Black Hviwk and the Pro- 
phet, the latter being a noted chief who 
formerly lived at Prophetstown, White- 
side county, and who was one of the prin- 
Mpal in55tigators of the war. The partj 
vere delivered to Oen. Street, the Indian 
i^eiit, -t Prairie du Chien. 

The truf»ps went down to Prairie du 
Chiea, where they met Gen. Scott, who 
had been sent to take the ci 'of command. 
On their route up the ial^ :s, the troopg 
under his command wer. alfflicted with 
Asiatic cholera, which was then making 
its first appearance on the continent. In 
the course of a few weeks, nearly three 
hundred men had died from this disease. 
Gen. Scott reached Rock Island in Au- 
gust, but not until the war had been ter- 
minated by the battle of Bad-Axe. 

On their arrival at Prairie du Chien, 
the volunteers were ordered to proceed to 
Dixon, where they were discharged. The 
men then proceeded to their homes 

Black Hawk and his son, the Prophet 
and other bead men, accompanied by 
many of the Winnebago chiefs, were sent 
to Rock Island, wherj a treaty meeting 
had been appointed; but on their arrival 
there, the cholera was so prevalent among 
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the troops that Gen. Scott and Groveruor 
Reynolds thought it advisable to drop 
down to Jefferson Barracks, where a treaty 
was formed by which the Sacs and Foxes 
" ceded to the United States a large tract 
of land bordering on the Mississippi, from 
the DesMoines to Turkey River, in the 
Territory of Iowa." For the faithful 
performance of the treaty, Black Hawk 
and his two sons, Wabokieshiek, Naopope 
and five other hostile Indians were held 
as hostages. 

In the spring, the prisoners were taken 
East by order of the President, and after 
an interview at Washington, the prison- 
ers were conducted through the Eastern 
cities, with the intention, on the part of 
the whites, of convincing them of the 
utter inutility of their efforts to drive 
the Americans out of the country. This 
had the desired effect. Black Hawk and 
Wabokieshiek professed a desire to live 
in peace with the whites. The party 
were at length taken to Fort Armstrong, 
where they were formally liberated, after 
giving many assurances of lastiuir friend- 
ship for the whites. Black Hawk re- 
mained steadfast to these promises during 
the rest of his life, and his lodge was at 
all tinaes open to entertain his white visi- 
tors. He visited Washington again in 
1837; but he was indifferent to all the 
attention shown him. He died on the 3d of 
October, 1840, at the age of eigity years, 
and was buried on the banks of the Mis- 
sissippi. 

The conduct of Gen. Atkinson in the 
Black Hawk War has been severely cen- 
sured. We find an opinion prevalent 
among the early settlers, that he was dila- 



tory in his movements at the beginning 
of the war^ when prompt action would 
have suppressed the outbreak and ended 
the disturbances at once. His jealousy 
of the volunteers, as shown in his con- 
duct after the battle of Wisconsin Hights, 
was in the highest degree discreditable to 
him as a man and a soldier. That h^ was 
in other respects a worthy man and a brave 
soldier, none will deny; and it is with re- 
gret that we mGntion the above facts. 



CHAPTER XI. 

We are now compelled to go bapk to 
supply some faets which were omi<(ied an 
their proper order. , 

Previous to 1825, Tazewell county in- 
cluded the whole northern part of the 
State, extending for a considerable dis- 
tance south of Peoria, which was then 
known as Fort Clark. On the 13th day 
of January, 1825, an act was passed, set- 
ting off Peoria county, which extended 
south of Peoria and north to the northern 
boundary of the State. 

Jo Daviess county was formed by an 
act passed on the 17th of February, 1827, 
and included all the territory lying be- 
tween the following boundaries: Begin- 
ning at the northwest corner of the State; 
theuee, down the Mississippi River, to the 
northern boundary of the Military Tract; 
thence east, with said line, to the Illinois 
River; thence north, to the northern 
boundary of the State; thence west, with 
said boundary, to the place of beginning. 
By reference to the map, it will be seen 
that this includes at present a large num- 
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ber of the richest counties in the north- 
western part of the State. 

Hon. J. Gillespie, of Edwardsville, has 
furnished us with the following interest- 
ing sketch of his experience in crossing 
Eock llivcr a': an early ddty : 

"It was abeut tho 5th day of Mareh, 1&27, 
thg^t thirteen of us who had met together at 
different places and formed a traveling com- 
pany, for the lead mines, reached the banks of 
Rock River at the point, where, according to 
ray recollection, Dixon now stands. It was 
naked prairie on the south side, but there was 
excellent hickory timber on the opposite side 
of the river. A band of Winnebagoes were 
encamped on the south side; It became ne- 
cessary for a portion of our party to cross the 
rirer and prepare our encampment, and make 
fires in advance of the rest, and a Mr. Reed, my 
brother and myself were selected for that pur- 
pose. We had previously bargained with the 
Indiana for the use of their canoes to ferry us 
and our wagon over, and had given a Urge 
amount of bacon and corn meal in payment. 
The Indians, without any reluctance, took 
Reed, my brother and myself across the river 
with our oxen, and as soon as we were separa- 
ted from our companions, they started down 
the river with their canoes. This operation 
was likely to be attended with much inconve- 
nience, and soni " suffering and exposure to us 
who had crossed {ho river and were without 
provisions or bed-tlotlies. Our friends fol- 
lowed down aft«r the Indians, who pretended 
that they understood tho contract on their part 
to have bsea fulfilled. W» knew that they 
were Gudeavoring to fleece na. It was found 
impossible to bring them to agree to our iin- 
derbiaiuling- of the bargai/i, aiid nothing was 
;{t lor our side but to make the best terms w« 
could. Tlipy would not agree on any condi- 
tions we could propose, to ferry our wagon 
over, preteniiQ:^ to believe that it would sink 
their Grno-\«. There was in our company a 
jicgro, namv'd Frank, from Kaskaakia, who had 



joined us when the company consisted of but 
four persons — old Mr. Reed, hi.s son, my bro- 
ther and myself; the rest of the company wt 
picked up afterwards. We rather took care of 
Frank, and protected him when attempts were 
made to impose upon him, for which he was 
very grateful. Frank was in great distresi 
when he found that three of his friends were 
separated from the company, and were with- 
out food or bcd-clothcs. lie had a black over- 
coat, the body of which was about of the tex- 
ture of an old sleazy blanket, but tha cape* 
were really of first rate material, and were 
fastened to the body with hooks and eyei. 
One of tho Indians took a great liking to 
Frank's coat, and a bargain was struck on 
about these terms ; Frank was to give the In- 
dian his coat and they were to allow him to 
bring us over bed-clothing and food, and also 
to ferry the wagon over the next morning, np- 
en terms to be agreed on. Frank rolled up an 
auger in the blanket to enable us to build a 
raft in case it should become necessary, but 
the Indians were too sharp for that. They 
unrolled the blanket and contended that taking 
over an auger wa-s not in the* bargain, and so 
Frank came over without it. When they arrived, 
a great controversy arose between him and the 
Indians. Frank contended that he was to give 
only his coat, and they contended that h« wai 
to give the cape also. We had by this timt 
become so incensed at the Indians that we felt 
very little like obeying the scriptural require- 
ment — 'If any man will sue thee at the law and 
take away thy coat, let him have thy cloak al- 
so.' So we decided in Frank's favor, and ht 
kept his capes. The Indians were very indig- 
naiit at Frank's strict construction, and we 
might have had trtu'^le with them ; but that 
night it turned intensely cold, and by the next 
morning the Indians were ai torpid as snakes 
in winter. They could not get out of their 
wigwams, and our men helped thtmselvee to 
the canoes, and everything was pushed across 
early in the day. I believe the Indians would 
scarcely have aroused themselves if they had- 
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known that W9 w(jre about massacreing them. 
I am satisfied that Indians suflfer more from 
cold "weather (clothed as they are) than white 
men. Wc experienced very little inconvenience 
from the cold. 

**Lest what I have stated might lead persong 
to believe that all the Indians were thus kna- 
vishly incliAed, I would remark that in cross- 
ing the "Winnebago swamps some ten or fifteen 
miles Bouth of Rock River, we had great diffi- 
culty, and would have had more but for some 
Winnebago Indians who were encamped by 
the swamps, and who were exceedingly kind 
and generous to us, and rendered us every as- 
sistance in their power. 

"According to my recollection, there was a 
house about twelve miles northwest of Fort 
Clark, (now Peoria,) at which a man named 
Thomas Cox was lying very sick. We all 
called to see him, although not one of us was 
acquainted with him; but such was the cus- 
tom (to some extent) in those days. This 
house was the last we saw until we reached 
Vinegar Jlill, in the mines. The intearvening 
country was one untrodden solitude. In most 
places c.'ie country was, even in that season of 
the year, of surpassing loveliness. Some of 
the groves reminded me of the description I 
have read of the fabled Elysium or of Mo- 
hammed's Paradise (save the Houris.) The on- 
ly indications wc found that human beings had 
been there before us, were where the Indians 
had cut off the branches of trees in wliich the 
honey-bees had made their hives. The groTcs 
seemed to have been almost alive with them, 
judging from the number of trees from which 
they had been dislodged. Theludlans would not 
cut diMvn th» trc'S, but would climb up and 
cut uii th(3 limb Vvhich contained the hoiicy, or 
cut ijiio t!ie iiide of the tree wlicre the hive 
was in the trunk. 1 have observed that' for a, 
few years after the honey-bee makes its firr*i 
ap;)cnv;iDce, it in.rcases with wonderful rapidi- 
ty, and after some ten or fifteen j'carti begins 
to deolinol I am speaking now o^ tlid -wild 
bees. Mii^y had been but foi" a (ew ycavs iiv 



the country between the Illinois and Rock riv- 
ers when I passed through. They had not ar- 
rived in the mining country until about 1826, 
•r perhaps the spring of 1827. It is a fact 
perhaps not generally known that the honey- 
bee is just in advance of the white population 
in the settlement of a n«w country, and its 
first appearance is a cause of great anxiety to 

the Indians."* 
I 

We find tbat we were in error in stating 
that 0. W. Kellogg and Samuel Reed ar- 
rired at Buffalo Grove in 1830. They 
settled here in 1831, one year later. la 
the spring of that year, the settlers broke 
the prairie and planted corn. The " first 
moon in June '' was the time at which 
the Indians held their annual council; 
and when they met at Rock Island, it was 
rumored that they were going to make 
war upon th« whites. Deeming it im- 
prudent to remain here, the settlers start- 
ed for Galena. On arriving at Apple 
River, their numbers were considerably 
increased by the addition of several per- 
sons from other points, and they concluded 
to stop and build a stockade. They had 
been here just a week, and commenced 

*In a note accompanying the above sketch, Mr. GHlespie 
saycj : "In regard ta the Winaebago Indians I would remark 
that from all I could learn they ^rere regarded by the 
other tribes in th* vieinUy as intruders; that their language 
was eiitii-ely differeiit from Uie siurouudiug Indians^ and 
could nut Ijo acquired by them ; that about the tiu.e I have 
sjwken of, they were making their way rather eastwaffdly^ 
until they were met by the white papulation coming West. 
Carver, an EngUfluaan, who traveled tl»rou<.^h this country 
just before the era of our Independence, fomid them about 
IVftirie duVChicn, where they were governed by a Queen. 
They had a trwxUtion at that tune that they had come from 
\v«dt of tlic Kocky Mountiuns; that they had attacked a 
Spanish cavalcade, or train, loaded with white metal w wl- 
ver, and killed the attendaiits, and were consequently diiven 
off ]>y the ?piuiiar<l>\ I mention the!--e circumstances merely 
f.-oru memory, not havuig seen Carver's Travelssiace I was 
a boy, and so I raosy be emiewhat 11 litakcn as to wlmt \» 
, s«ys." 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



52 



HISTORY OF OGLE COTJNTT. 



Early Qdat Millf— Alarmg among the Settlers— They leave their Homes— Priqndly Indians give them Warnhif. 



cuttiijg the timbers for the fort, when a 
dispatch was received from Rock Island, 
informing them that a treaty had been 
made, and that they might safely return 
to their farms. On their return, the 
farms were fenced, in order to secure the 
growing crops. Before the crops could 
be harvested, provisions grew short, and 
the settlers were obliged to go to Peoria 
county for supplies. 

When autumn came, the corn crop was 
light and late. After being harvested, 
the grain was grated on a grater, to get 
meal for bread, until it was too dry, when 
it was pounded in a mortar. The mortar 
was made by boring and burning the end 
of a log prepared for the purpose. The 
pestle was made by fastening an iron 
wedge to a " spring-stick " attached to an 
upright post, (much in the fashion of a 
well-sweep;) handles 'vere then put on, 
when the operator commenced pound- 
ing, the elasticity of the stick lightening 
tlie labor by raising the wedge after it 
had struck the corn. This rude mill was 
generally used once a day. The Indians 
who were their nearest neighbors supplied 
them with venison during the winter, re- 
ceiving corn and pumpkins for their com- 
pensation. The winter was long and te- 
dious, with deep snows and high winds. 

In April, 1832, the settlers commenced 
plowing. They had heard and seen that 
the Indians were going up Rock River, to 
plant corn, as they said. One day, some 
of their old Indian friends called upon 
Mr. Reed's family with some fresh fish, 
^nd one of them told the family that Gen. 
Whiteside was coming up the river with 
*' heap Chemokee man,*' to fight the In- 



dians. Said he, " You must go away — 
bad Indian kill you — me no kill you— bad 
Indian kill you and your papooses." Mr. 
Reed had planted his potatoes and about 
two acres of corn ; this had been done on 
Saturday. On Sunday, there was a heavy 
fall of rain, which made it too wet for 
planting. On Monday evening, the re- 
port of firearms was heard in the directiou 
of Kellogg's house, which, on account oi 
th« number of shots, greatly alarmed Mr. 
Reed's family. Gen. Dodge, with a scout- 
ing party, had encamped here, and had 
fired ofi" their guns on arriving at Kel- 
logg's house. The next morning, before 
iunrise, a messenger from Gen. White- 
side's camp arrived, with the news of the 
battle of Stillman'fl Run, and telling them 
that they must immediately go to Dixon, 
where the army was encamped. As soon 
at possible, their " traps " were loaded, 
and they started. After staying afevr 
days in Dixon, Mr. Reed's family went, 
to Peoria county with a company of vol- 
unteers who were giing south to get their 
discharge. In September, the men re- 
turned to. their farms, leaving the women 
and children in Peoria county. After 
plowing, sowing wheat and making hay, 
they returned and again brought their 
families to Buffalo Grove. 

In 1833, it was rumored that the Indi- 
ans were dissatisfied with the treaty thej 
had made, and were bent on war. For 
th« third time the citizens of Buffalo 
Grove left their homes, taking their fami- 
lies with them to Peoria county. The 
men immediately returned to cultivate 
the crops ; and before harvest time came, 
th© families were sent for. This wa« 
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called **Maminy Dixon's War," from the 
faot that the i^larm was caused by Mrs. 
Dixon's oyerhearing a conversation be- 
tween some of the Indians, in which 
they expressed their dissatisfaction with 
the treaty. No outbreak occurred, how- 
ever, and this was the last time the 
fettlers at Buffalo Grove were driven 
from their homes by "wars and rumors 
of wars." 

Tht first wedding ever celebrated in 
this vicinity was at the house of John 
Ankeney, early in 1832, when S. M. 
Journey was married to Ankeney's only 
daughter. All the neighbors (except 
Kellogg's family) for miles about were 
invited and were present on the joyous 
occasion; many persons from Galena, 
Eush Creek and the southern part of the 
State, were also there. The dancing and 
festivities were kept up till near;norning, 
when the happy couple were put to bed 
in real old-fashioned style. Journey af- 
terwards went to California, where he still 
remains, while his wife is living at Lyons, 
Iowa. 

We may here remark that the first news- 
paper issued in Chicago was published on 
the 26th of November, 1833, under the 
title of Chicago Democrat^ by John Cal- 
houn. In 1836, John Wentworth pur- 
chased Mr, Calhoun's interest, and has 
continued to publish the Democrat from 
that tame to this — an example of stead- 
fastness rarely to be found in the history 
of Western newspaper enterprises. Mr. 
Calhoun died February 20th, 1859, in 
the 51st year of his age. For many years 
the settlers in this section depended al- 
mo%^ entirely upon the P^mocratXQX n,ews.I 



from the East; in fact, the Democrat and 
the Galena Advertiser were for years the 
only newspapers circulated in this region. 

In 1834, Elisha Doty came from Peoria 
with his family, and settled at Buffalo 
Grove. In the same year, Ankeny re- 
moved to the farm now owned and occu- 
pied by Harry Smith. In May of ihat 
year, Albion Sanford and his family set- 
ded here, and in the fall they were followed 
by Cyrenus, Ahira and Harrison Sanford, 
with their families. Mr. Cyrenus San- 
ford was the father of Ahira, Albion and 
Harrison Sanford; he continued to reside 
at Buffalo Grove, on the same quarter 
section which he first " claimed '' on his 
arrival here, until his death, which oc- 
curred on the 28th of May, 1858. In 
1834, a Mr. Sackett became a resident of 
Buffalo Grove. Pearson Shoemaker, now 
a resident of Elkhorn Grove,near the Ogle 
and Carroll county,line settled here in the 
same year. On the4th of September,1834, 
Cyrus Doty, the first white native of Ogle 
or any of the adjoining counties, was born 
at Buffalo Grove, where he still resides, 
having now a family of his own. 

The first school ever taught in this 
county was at 0. W. Kellogg's house, in 
Buffalo Grove, in the winter of 1834-5, 
by Simon Fellows. In 1836, the build- 
ing now occupied as a church by the Uni- 
ted Brethren, at Buffalo Grove, was 
erected for the double purpose of a church 
and school-house — being the first build- 
ing erected anvwhere in this vicinity, for 
educational purposes. In the winter of 
183G, there was a singing-school in this 
school-house. The building was built by 
subscription. 
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In 1835, the citizens of Buffal© Grove 
received several accessions to their num- 
bers, among whom were John D. Steven- 
son, George Webster and the Waterburys, 
all of whom are now living in the vicin- 
ity. Previous to 1835, the inhabitants of 
the Grovo were obliged to go to DixOn's 
Ferry for their mail matter. In the 
winter of that year, a Post-Office wag es- 
tablished at the Grove and Elkanah P. 
Bush appointed Postmaster. At this 
time there was no Post-Office at Rock- 
ford. Bush did not remain in office for 
any length of time, but was soon removed 
and 0. W. Kellogg appointed in his 
stead. 

In 1835, 0. W. Kellogg and Hugh 
Stevenson laid out what is now the town 
of Buffalo, and called it St. Marion. 
About this time, V. A. Bogue was the 
only lawyer in the county, and to him 
were referred all intricate questions of 
law, his judgment being considered final. 

The first crop of winter wheat raised 
near Buffalo Grove was in 1834, from 
which time up to 1845, very little spring 
wheat was grown. 

The first saw-niill erected in Ogle 
county was the one now owned by John 
D. Stevenson, at Buffalo Grove. This 
mill was built in 1836, the proprietors be- 
ing 0. "W. Kellogg, George D. Wilcoxen 
and Reason Wilcoxen. 

Up to 1838, almost the only money in 
circulation, was of the '^red-dog'' stripe. 
Good money was very scarce, but these 
pictured ^^promises to pay*' were very 
.abundant in proportion to the scarcity of 
^old and silver. ' The harvests were 
ibuadant, but there was no market, ex- 



cept in the lead mines. Cash had to be 
paid for sugar — wheat not being consid- 
ered' equivalent to it. 

It may be interesting to note here that 
the only member of 0. W. Kellogg's 
family now living, is his daughter, the 
wife of E. B. Baker, Postmaster at Dix- 
on. Mr. Kellogg became involved and 
lost his property, and, as a matter of 
course, his friends deserted him when 
his misfortune overtook him. He after- 
wards became a Minister of the Gospel, 
and died in Dixon. His wife, who was 
in every way a superior woman, survived 
him only two or three years. 

"Wilson's MilP' was begun in 1S35 
by Joseph M. Wilson and James Talbot^ 
and commenced grinding corn in June 
1836. Wheat was ground there in the 
fall of the same year. Phelps* saw-mill 
on Pine Greek was running in 1836; it 
is still in operation. 

C. G. Holbrook, Esq., says: "When 
we came from Dixon in 1837, and came up 
on the rising ground three miles north of 
that place, there was not a single foot of 
ground to be seen which the hand of man 
had touched. Men were located in the 
country, but were in the hollows and 
groves where they could not be se^n."" 
Since settlements have been made, many 
of the prairie flowers have disappeared,, 
being destroyed by the cattle and the fires. 
When settlers first arrived here,therG was 
no underbrush in the groves, as the spring 
fires always kept it down, and one could 
see almost as far in the groves as in the 
prairies. 

Lawsuits were commenced in 1836 and 
continued until 1839, growing out of the 
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original elaims of Ankeney and Chambers 
in Buffalo Grove. How the suits were 
decided is a matter of no particular impor- 
tance to our rea*ders, but it is interesting 
to notice the perpetuation of the quarrel. 

J. W. Jenkins, in 1835, built the first 
house in tke present town of Oregon. In 
the year preceding, Martin C. Hills, Je- 
biel Day and a Mr. Goodwin made a 
claim on the prairie bordering on the 
river, and adjoining the village of Ore- 
gon, on the south. In 1835, John 
Phelps, now living in Texas, settled on 
his farm a short distance from Oregon, 
and shortly after, in company with some 
others, laid out that town. Thomas 
Eord, afterwards Governor of the State, 
arrived in 1836, and was soon followed by 
W. W. Fuller, James V. and John Gale; 
the latter two are now the oldest settlers 
residing in the place. The first school 
in Oregon was taught by a Mr. Whitney, 
in 1839. In 1836, there were no settle- 
ments on the East side of the river from 
Oregon to Inlet. In that season, how- 
ever, a piece of ground was broker^ near 
Washington Grove by a Mr. Stevenson, 
another near Oregon by William J. Mix. 
The country on the west side of the river 
was being more rapidly settled. 

At the session of the Legiylature held 
ia 1885-6, Ogle county was organized, 
and embraced the territory now included 
in the three counties of Ogle, Lee and 
Whiteside. The county seat '<vas located 
,at Dixon, and the first Circu'xt Court con- 
vened there in October, 18'.^7, Hon. Dan- 
iel Stone, Judge, presi ding. William 
W. Mudd was Sheriff, and William J. 
Mix was his Deputy, gmitli Gilbraith, 



of Dixon, was Clerk, and Thomas Ford, 
Prosecuting Attorney. The name Ogle 
was given in honor of Capt. Ogle, at the 
suggestion of Gov. Ford. During his 
lifetime, Capt. Ogle was a resident of 
the southern part of the State. Among 
the jurors chosen- at the first Circuit 
Court, will be found many familiar names. 
Among the Grand Jurors were John 
Whitaker, Lester Evarts, William Wams- 
ley and G. D. H. Wilcoxen; and among 
the Petit Jurors we find E. Kimball, Jared 
Sanford, James V. Gale^ Elisha Doty and 
John D. Stevenson. 

The first election in Ogle county of which 
we have any record was held at Oregon 
on the 24th day of December, 1836. The 
following ia the record, as we find it in 
the County Clerk's office : 

"At an election h»ld at the house of John 
Phelps in Oregon City, in the County of Ogle ^ 
and State of Illinois, on the 24th day of De- 
cember, 1836, the following named persons re- 
ceived the number of votes annexed to their 
respective names for the following described 
ofl&ces, to wit: ' 



Isaac Rosecrans, for County Commiasioner. . 

Ezra Bond, " 

Wm. J. Mix, " 

Cyrus Chamberlsdn, 

S. St. John Mix, " 

v. A. Bogue, 



by 

, 90 

S7 

, 9.^ 

, 98 

9S 



Wm. W. Mudd, for Sheriff 95 

Jeremiah Murphy, for Sheriff. 98 

Lester H. Evarta, for Coroner -,,--- 94 

James V. Gale, for Recorder ^..-IHS 

B. T. Phelps, f«r Recorder ,, 48 

Joseph Crawford, for Surveyor, 119 

Wm. Sanderson, for Surveyor ,,. ,.-,-.. t'»'\ 

Certified by 

James V. Galb, 

G. W. Rosecrans, 

Jonathan W. Jenkins, 

Judges of Election. 
George Chandler, 
Smith Gilbbaith, 

Clerks of Election. 

It is related that a party of voters fi'oni 
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Guflfalo Grrove lost their way on their re- 
turn from attending the above election, 
while in the region of Pine Creek, and did 
not reach their homes till several hours 
after their companions, who had preceded 
them. 

At this time, instead of the present 
township organization system, the county 
affairs were principally administered by a 
Board of Commissioners. . The first Board 
chosen consisted of V. A. Bogue, (now 
our County Judge,) S. St. John Mix 
and Cyrus Chamberlain. The first County 
Court was held by Commissioners Bogue 
and Mix, at Oregon, on the 3d of Janu- 
ary, 1837, Smith Gilbraith being Clerk. 
The second term of this Court was held 
at the house of F. Cushman, in Buffalo 
Grove, in the following March. At this 
sitting of the Court, the county was di- 
vided into election precincts as follows : 
Bloomingvillc, (now Byron,) Oregon City, 
Grand Detour, Buffalo Grove, Dixon and 
Inlet. 

A petition was presented by L. An- 
drus and others, asking for the appoint- 
ment of viewers to locate a road from 
Dixon's Ferry to Grand Detour; thence 
to Oregon, on the west side of the river; 
thence to Bloomingvillc. Thfe petition 
was granted and the present road was laid 
out shortly after. A license was also 
granted for establishing a ferry at Grand 
Detour. 

The town of Byron, which was early 
called Bloomingvillc, was first settled in 
1835. Jared Sanford came from the 
"Military Tract" in the month of June, 
in that year. On arriving at Rockford, 
by his pleasant story of the oeuntry 



through which he had passed, and eek 
pecially of a mill site he had found near 
where Byron is now situated, he induced 
Perry Norton and James Sanford to re- 
turn with him. They, being as well 
pleased with the country as he was, laid 
claim to all the country in the vicinity, 
according to the custom of those times. 
Mr. Norton is a native of New- York, and 
at the time of which we are now writing 
had been visiting his brother at Galena, 
where he "hired out" to Germanicus 
Kent, and had gone to Midway, by which 
name Rockford was then known, to per- 
form the work he had been hired to do. 
Mr. Norton, in company with several 
other young men who were at work witk 
him, came to Midway in the previous- 
fall, where they kept "bachelor's hall" 
during the winter. In the spring, Mr. 
Mr. Norton's family, which was the first, 
came to Midway. At the time that. 
Messrs. Norton and Sanford left Rock- 
ford, there were but two families there*. 
In the fall of '35, P. J. Kimball and M. 
M. York settled at Byron, and in the- 
spring of '36 came S. 0' Brian, Asa Spald-^ 
ing, Simon Spalding and James Spalding.. 
The family of Mr. Shepherd was the first 
to come to Fairview, as the place was- 
called before the name was changed ta 
Bloomingville. In the winter of '36-7, a 
number of families, including those of 
Erastus Norton, S. St. John Mix and 
Lucius Reed, settled in the place. The? 
first school-house in the place was built 
during this winter, and we believe the 
first school was taught in the summer fol- 
lowing. 

After the ojf^anizatiQja of Ogle county 
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ID 1886; a great deal of excitement and 
strife ensued in regard to the county seat. 
The first Commissioners were favorable 
to DixoO; and held their sessions there. 
In 1888; the Oregon party succeeded in 
electing their candidates, and the county 
business was at once transferred to Ore- 
goo. The Commissioners soon made a 
contract for building a court houso; and 
thus fixed the county seat; As soon as 
this was done, the people of Dixon com- 
menced agitating the question of a di- 
vision of the county. John Dixon had 
posted; in Galena, notices of his inten- 
tion to apply for the formation of a new 
county — the proposed territory including 
Oregon on the north. John Phelps, of 
Oregon, chanced to be in Galena and dis- 
covered the notices which Dixon had 
posted; and he immediately posted like 
notices of his intention to apply for a di- 
vision of the county, the southern line of 
his county just including the present 
town of Dixon. Learning this fact, and 
being fully aware that if 31r. .Phelps' 
project was successful, it would greatly 
detract from the importance of his town, 
Mr. Dixon at once called upon Mr. 
Phelps, when a compromise was agreed 
upon and the present limits of the two 
<5ounties were fixed, and a joint petition 
was sent to the Legislature, the prayer of 
which was granted. The act for the sep- 
arate organization of Ogle and Lee coun- 
ties, is dated February 27th, 1839. Ho- 
ratio Wales, now residing at l^uffalo 
Grove, was the first Sheriff after the new 
organization. In the spring of 1839, the 
first Circuit Court wa§ held at Oregon, 
p^udge Ford presiding. 



We find in the Mt. Morris Gazette of 
July 17, 1851, a statement that the first 
regular preaching of the Gospel in this 
region was in 1834-5, ty Rev. Mr. Sugg, 
a young Methodist missionary, who here 
began his ministerial labors. Before he 
had spent a single year in his Master's 
service, he was called to his reward. In 
1835, Rev. James M. Kean was sent into 
this field by the Conference. Mr. Kean 
died at Elkhorn Grove about two years 
ago. 

S. M. Bowman was the first man who 
ever lectured on Temperance in Dixon. 
It was at a Fourth of July celebration at 
an early day. 



CHAPTER XI[. 

From 1835, for many years following, 
the northern part of the State was in- 
fested by numerous bands of desperadoes, 
whose principal business was robbery, 
horse-stealing and counterfeiting. Many 
of them ^*ranged" through Ogle and the 
adjoining counties. Among the most 
notorious in this section were William K. 
Bridge, the leader of the gang, Norton B. 

lloyce, Driskell, William Driskell, 

Taylor Driskell, Charles Aiken, Richard 

Aiken, Broady and Hugh Broady ; 

Broady's Grove took its name from the 
Broadys. The depredations of this gang 
troubled the settlers to a great extent. 
So frequently were their lawless acts com- 
mitted, that there was no security for 
property of any kind. About the year 
1840, the desperadoes were so numerous 
as to be able to c|qi\ticol elections in this* 
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county, and often procured Bomo of their 
own number to sit on juries, by which 
means they were acquitted of all charges. 

In the summer of 1840, a court house 
was built, and the people were congratu- 
lating themselves upon having a proper 
building for holding Courts. They had 
long been harassed by the gang of vil- 
lains who rendezvoused at Washington 
Grove, and they hoped that the new fa- 
cilities they now had would aid them in 
bringing the scoundrels to justice. lu 
this, however, they were disappointed, the 
depredations proving more frequent and 
being more boldly carried out. At last, 
finding the law powerless in their defence, 
the people formed a band of Regulators, 
with the avowed intention of taking the 
law into their own hands. The Regula- 
tors were commanded by a Mr. Campbell, 
a fugitive Canadian patriot, who was uni- 
versally esteemed by his neighbors as a 
man of sterling character. 

The court house erected in Oregon was 
never occupied for the sittings of Court. 
On the night previous to the opening of 
the Court, the court house was fired by 
the desperadoes, in the hope of being 
able, during the excitement of the fire, 
to liberate some of their confederates who 
were confined in jail. In this they were 
frustrated, although they succeeded in 
knocking the jailor down. Assistance 
was promptly at hand, and the prisoners 
were safely removed. 

Previous to the formation of the band 
of Regulators, Norton E. Royce had been 
convicted of counterfeiting and sentenced 
to the Penitentiary. Judge Ford presi- 
ded during the trial^ and after the pris- 



oner had been sentenced. Judge .Ford 
remarked that he was then going away on 
business, and should be obliged to leave 
his family behind him; and should the 
desperadoes dare to injure his family or 
property during his absence, he would fol- 
low them until he overtook them, when 
the first tree should be their gallows; and 
if the injury should be done while he was 
trying any case, he would leave the bencb 
and follow them up till they were exter- 
minated. Such language as this, from a 
judge on the bench, assured the people 
that Regulators had nothing to fear in a 
Court presided over by him; and this 
eventually led to the formation of the 
Regulators. 

A man named Daggett had been horse- 
whipped at Payne's Point in the spring 
of 1841, ana the notorious Bridge and 
some others, obtained of Esq. Wood a 
warrant for those who inflicted the pun- 
ishment. The Sheriff being absent, the 
warrant was placed in the hands of Coro- 
ner James Clark, who, however, did not 
succeed in serving it — and so the affair 
ended. 

One Daniel Ross was taken by the Reg- 
ulators and made to hold on to the limb of 
a tree just high enough to allow his toes 
to rest upon the ground. Whenever be 
attempted to let himself down, the prompt 
and vigorous application of the cow-hide 
on his seat of honor, compelled him to 
take the old position. 

These extreme measures of coursa 
aroused the most bitter feelings among 
the horse thieves and their associates, and 
th«y at once resolved to be revenged. One 
Sunday, as Capt. Campbell and his family 
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were passing from the gate to the house door 
they chaaeed to look about, and saw two 
men not very far from them. As they 
discovered the men, one of the latter 
drew up his rifle and shot Mr. Campbell 
throug;h the heart, killing him instantly. 
3Ir. Campbeirs son— a "chunk of a boy,'' 
as he is described to u» — ran into the 
house for his father's rifle, and bringing 
it out fired at the men, but they were out 
of reach and escaped. 

This outrage, connected with others 
which had been committed by the gang, 
roused the citizens to more vigorous 
measures in self-defence. Old man Dris- 
kell and his son William were suspected 
of the murder and were at once arrested 
and taken to Oregon. The Regulators 
soon assembled en masse at Stevenson's 
Mill, on the creek running through 
Washington and Lafayette Groves, and 
proceeded to try the culprit. A tempo- 
rary court was organized, counsel was 
granted the prisoners, witnesses were ex- 
amined and cross-examined, and as fair 
a trial awarded them as could be given 
under the circumstances. It was decided 
that they must be immediately executed. 
A number of men with rifles were de- 
tailed to carry the sentence into execu- 
tion. One of the prisoners was led out 
and shot, and then the other was led out, 
and after being shown the body of his 
dead relative, he was exhorted to confess 
that he had committed the crime charged 
against him. This he refused to do, but 
acknowledged that he had committed 
other crimes for which he deserved deatli. 

The friends of the Dmskells afterwards 
procured a bill of indictment against the 



Regulators, charging them with murder. 
The Regulators and their friends at once 
procured similar bills against every per- 
son who was present at the execution, the 
whole numbering about one hundred and 
twenty-five men ; and as all were under 
indictment, it was impossible to find any 
witnesses, and all were cleared. 

The remedy adopted by the eitizeHS 
was a terrible one, but we cannot now 
call in question its wisdom. We musfe 
reflect, in judging of this matter, that 
the desperadoes were the most numerous^ 
and were able to control the elections,, 
thereby placing their own friends in pow- 
er and confiding to them the executioB 
of laws intended as a defence against 
their hiwlcssaess. It was apparently the 
07ili/ remedy, and the early settlers showed 
much courage in making use of it. 



. CHAPTER XIII. 

The first newspaper in this countj;^ was 
the liock lilver Register^ the first No. of 
which was issued in 31t. Morris on the 
first day of January, 1842, by Jonathan 
Kivodlc. Wo find in the first column of 
No. three, tlie earliest copy within our 
reach, the following : 

TERMS, 
Provided 400 subscribers be obtained : 

Tlie lioclc River liegisier will he neatly and 
tastefully printed on a super- royal sheet of 
good quality, and published weekly at $2.50^ 
in adra?ice, per annum, or $3, if not paid in 
advance. $1.50, in advance^ for six months; — 
otherwise no subscription will be received foi- 
less than a year. 
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TERMS, 
Provided 600 subscribers be obtained: 
$2, in advance; — $2.50 in postponement. 
$1, in advance, for six months. 
J8^"No paper discontinued until all arrear- 
ages are paid, but at the option of the pub- 
lisher. 

It was a small five-column sheet, printed 
on paper of a very inferior quality. The 
early numbers contains a Thermometrical 
Register, an Almanac, Market Reports 
from Baltimore, Cincinnati, Chicago and 
New-Orleans. In No. four we find the 
following : 

MARRIED.— In this place on Sunday, Jan^ 
5, by the Rev, S. S. Walker, Michael Chesirey 
to Margaret McAllister. 

[2 here, that, January 2, A. D. 1842, is iho 
Mt. Morris nuptial epoch This is the first case 
of Matrimony which has ever occurred in Mt. 
Morris.^ 

We also find the business cards of Hen- 
ry Roberts and H. A. Mix, Attorneys at 
Law at Oregon; James J. Batty, Pliysi- 
oian and Surgeon, at Mt. Morris; a dun 
from S. Cumins, and from the same gen- 
tleman a notice that he has removed to 
his new brick store, and has just re6eived 
a larger and better stock of goods than is 
found within fifty miles of him; an ad- 
vertisement of a stray bull from Henry 
Sharer ; one of a stray heifer from Na- 
thaniel Swingley ; an administrator's no- 
tice in the matter of the estate of Wm. 
Driskell; an advertisement of boots and 
shoes from 0. F. Palmer; a notice that 
D. Brayton & Son have have opened in 
Mt. Morris a large stock of everything 
usually kept in a country store; one that 
JVIiss Shepherd will give instructions in 



drawing and ornamental needlework ; a few 
'legal notices and newspaper propectuses, 
and at last the following announcement i 

BOOKS, 

WRITING PAPER, 

QUILLS, PENCILS, WAFERS, 

Blue and Black Writing Ink, and Inkstands, 

Percussion Caps, Matches, 

&c. &c. ALSO,— 

ALMANACS 

For 1842. 
FOR SALE AT THIS OFFICE. 
January 1, 1842. 

The "motto" of the Register was cred- 
ited to Rev. T. '^. Hitt, and reads, '^Wq 
hope to be recognized as fellow-laborers 
in the noble work of enlightening the 
human mind.*' 

No. 3 of the Register for January 15 
1842, contains a call for a meeting on the 
Boundary Question, to be held at Oregon, 
on the 22d of that month. A subsequent 
issue contains a report of the proceedings 
of the meeting, which, as a matter for 
reference, we copy here: 

"At a general meeting of the citizens of the 

county of Ogle and others, convened by public 
notice at Oregon City, on the 22d January, 
inst., for the purpose of considering the expe- 
diency of advising and effecting a separation 
of this section of the State from the State of 
Illinois and annexing the same to Wisconsin. 

"The meeting was organized by the appoint- 
ment of Col. D. Brewn as Chairman, and Jo- 
seph B. Ilenshaw as Secretary. 

•' The following gentlemen were then ap- 
pointed a committee to draft resolutions ex- 
pressive of the sentiments of the meeting, yiz: 
S. N. Sample, E. A. Hurd, D. T. Moss, W. W. 
Fuller and J. Swan, who retired for that pur- 
pose. 

♦*A central committee of three were eleotgcL 
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to eorrospond with other committees and per- 
8oni on all subjects of this meeting, with pow- 
er to appoint preciRct eommittees. The following 
gentlemen were elected to compose the central 
committee, viz : James V. Gale, Joseph B. 
Henshaw and E. S. Leland. 

"The central committee appointed the fel- 
lowing gentlemen correspondents of their re- 
spectiTc precincts; 
"Oregon Precinct — The Central Committee. 
"Bloomingville — H. Norton and A. Wilbur. 
"Maryland — N. Swingley and C. Marshall. 
"Buffalo Grove — J. D. Stevenson and H. 
Wales. 

"Grand Detoiir — S. Cumins and B. Butter - 
field. 
"Washington Grove — J. Bay and C. Rice. 
"Broeklyn — D. Reed and R. Young. 
"Monroe — H. Hill and I. Shearer. 
"The committee appointed to draft resolu- 
tions returned and reported the following: 

" Whereas, By an ordinance entitled * an 
ordinance for the government of the North- 
western Territory,' it was oifdained and declared 
1^ the Congress of the United States that there 
ihould be formed in the Northwestern Ten*itory 
not less than three nor more than five States ; 
and that in pursuance of said ordinance the 
States of Ohio, Indiana and lHin©is were 
formed; And Whereas, it was also ordained 
and declared by the ordinance aforesaid, that 
* the boundaries of those States should be sub- 
j««t so far to be altered that if Congress should 
find it expedient, they shall have authority to 
form one or two States on that part of the said 
Territory which lies north of an east and west 
line drawn through the southerly bend or ex- 
tremity of Lake Michigan ; ' And Whereas, by 
virtue of the last r^entioned power the State 
of Michigan and the Territory of Wisconsin 
have been formed north of said line; And 
Whereas, it is ordained and declared by the 
ordinance aforesaid, that the fifth article there- 
of; (that which defines the boundaries,) shall 
be considered ©ne of the articles of compact 
loet^reen the original States and the people and 



States in the said territory, and forever to re- 
main unalterable, unless by common consent 

*^ Therefore Resolved, That in the opinion of 
this meeting that that part of the Northwest 
Territory which lies north of an ^east and 
west line through the southerly bend or ex- 
treme of Lake Michigan' belongs to and of 
right ought to be a part of the State or States 
which have been or may be formed north of 
said line. 

"2d. Resolved, That Congress has established 
by said ordinance the southern boundary of 
the State which may be formed north of the 
State of Illinois, and that line cannot be al- 
tered without the consent as well of the origi- 
nal States as the people in the said Northwest 
Territory. 

"8d. Resolved, That as part of thepeopl* 
of the said Northwest Territory, we will not 
censent to an alteration of said line so as to 
place us under the jurisdiction of a State to- 
which we do not lawfully belong. 

"4th. Res0lved, That the lines as originally 
established by Congress in the ^ordinance for 
the government of the Northwestern Territory' 
are better suited to the geographical situation, 
and to the local interests of the said Territory 
than any others which can now be made. 

"5th. Resolved^ That we are decidedly op- 
posed to alter the lines as originally established 
80 as to place any of the territory north of the 
'line drawn through the southern extreme of* 
Lake Michigan' within the jurisdiction of a 
State south of said line, without the consent 
©f the people of the said Northwest Territory. 

"6th. Resolved, That it is expedient for the- 
people now included in the State and residing; 
north of a *line drawn through the southerly 
extreme of Lake Michigan' to claim to be in- 
eluded in a State to be formed from the terri- 
tory north of sakk liLoe;. 

"7th. Resolved^ That it be recommended to» 
the Legislature of Wisconsin to» apply duiing^ 
the present session of Congress to be- admitted! 
into the Union, claiming as a southern boun»>- 
dary of the State *a line drawn through the 
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southerly bead or extreme end of Lake Michi- 
gan,' and running duo west to the Mississippi. 

*'8th. ResolvedjThdtihQ liberal appropriation 
•of the Legislature of the State of Illinois for 
internal improvements within our district em- 
bracing that part of the Northwest Territory 
claimed by Illinois was made in good faith, 
and that we disclaim any intention to absoWe 
ourselves from any pecuniary responsibility 
created by the Le^iislature of Illinois for such 
purposes and hold sacred the legal obligations 
of the State. 

**9th. Resolved J That a committee of nine 
persons be appointed as delegates from this 
county to proceed to Madison in the Territo- 
ry of "Wisconsin, with full power to consult 
with the Governor and Legislature, or either 
of them, of said Territory, and to take such 
measures as in their opinion will most speedily 
and effectually obtain the oliject of this mett- 
ing. 

**Th# resolutions having been read, were 
fally debated, and respectively adopted unan- 
imously. 

"Agreeably to the 9th resolve, a committee 
was appointed to nominate nine delegates ta 
the Governor and Legislature of Wisconsin or 
either of them, who having retired for that 
purpose returned with the following nemina- 
tions, viz: W. W. Fuller, Dauphin Bro'wn, Jo- 
seph B. Ilenshaw, Jehiel Day, James Swan, 
Spooner Ruggles, Samuel M. llitt, Henry Hie- 
stand, Augustis Austin. 

**The above nomination having been submit- 
ted to the meeting, they were unanimously 
elected as delegates with power to fill any va- 
cancies that may occur in their number. 

"It was unanimously voted that the pro- 
ceedings of this meeting be signed by the 
Chairman and Secretary, and published in 
the Chicago American and D*m9crat^ GaUna 
Gazette^ Rock River Register^ Rockford Pilot, 
and the Madison, "Wisconsin, papers. 

"DAUPHIN BROWN, €h'm. 
"Joseph B. Hkxsiiaw, Sec^if. 

"Ovegen City, Jan. 22, 1842." 



No. 6 of the Register speaks of the 
Rochford Pilot ^ twenty miles up the 
river, as its nearest newspaper neighbor. 
The same paper publishes the proceed- 
ings of a meeting held at Oregon on the 
22(1 of Jaauary, 1842, for the purpose of 
forming an *'Ogle County Agricultural 
Society." Spooner Buggies was Chair- 
man of the meeting, and D. H. T: 
Moss was Secretary. A constitution was 
adopted, H. Norton, Dr. A. Ilur^ and 
James B. Henshaw being the committee 
who ilrafted the document. In tliis issue 
are giveu some remarks made by Be v. T. 
S. Hitt, at the consecration of Mt. Morrii 
Cemetery, February 2, 1842, ani a list 
of the letters remaining in the Post-Office 
at Mt. Morris, January 31, 1842, signed 
by John Sharp, P. M. This list containi 
thirteen names! 

In the Register of February 2Gth, 1842, 
is a notice signed <^ Many Citizens," to 
the effect that a petition would be pre- 
sented to the Legislature for a division of 
the county by Hock Biver, north and 
south. 

The same paper contains the procfted- 
ings of a meeting of the citizens of Ste- 
phenson county, at McDowell & Stone- 
man's, in Freeport, on the 19th of the 
same month, ^*for the purpose of consid- 
ering up'^n the best meusares to b« 
adopted by the inhabitants on what is 
commonly called the ^ disputed territorj, ' 
for the assertion and maintenance of the 
rights guaranteed to them by the ordinance 
of 1787. The meeting was called to order 
by 0. W. Brewster, Esq., and on his mo- 
tion, Maj. John Howe was chosen Chair- 
man, and George BeitzeJl, Secretary.* 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



HISTORY OP OOLB COTJUtt. 



63 



Report of the Delegates aent to "VN'isconrin— Removal of the Regiater to 0rtmd DWonr— Grand Det«ur in 1842. 



This meetiDg was addressed by M. P. Sweet 
and O. H. Wright, and passed a resolution 
recommending that an election be held on 



abandoned its neutral position and hoisted 
the Whig flag, headed with the name of 
Joseph Duncan for Governor,, in opposi- 



the 5th of March, to decide whether or . tion to Thomas Ford, the Democratic 

not the people in the proposed territory 

were desirous of forming an independent 

State. Judges of election were appointed 

for the several precincts, who were to 

make returns to the County Central 

Committee. 

The question of boundary agitated tho 
people of this section for many years,, en- 
tering into their political conflicts and ex- 
ercising aa important influence. Many 
of the old settlers, to this day, condemn 
the act which fixed the present boundary 
line. The grounds of complaint are 
pretty well set forth in the preamble and 
resolutions adopted at Oregon. 

On the 2Gth of February, another meet- 
ing was held at Oregon, to hear tho report of 
the Committee sent to WiscoiiHin to con- 
fer with the authorities of that Territory. 
The Committee reported that they had 
received assurances of the earnest co-ope- 
ration of Gov. Doty and the Legislature,, 
who recommended that a census of tho 
several counties in the ** disputed terri- 
tory" be taken, with a view to the pre- 
seutatiun of a petition to Congress for the 
formation of a new State. 

Subsequent issues give reports of 
** Boundary Meetings" iu various parts 
of Northern Illinois, showing the feeling 
to be deep and wide-spread. 

No. 12 of the Register bears the names 
of Knodle & Stephens as publishers, and 
announces the death of the Editor, Eman- 
yel Knodle, in the 32d year of his age. 



candidate, and denounced Judge Ford as 
^* a Northern man with Southern princi- 
ples,'* inasmuch as he was opposed to re- 
moving th€ northern boundary of Illinois* 

The issue for September 16 is dated at 
Grand Detour, to which place it was re- 
moved on.aecount of the mail arrangements 
— themail atMt. Morris ^* being reduced 
to a weekli/ horseback.*' 

On the 7th of October, the paper wa& 
dressed in mourning, on account of the- 
death of D. G. Dunbar, its Editor, aged, 
twenty-eight years. 

In the issue for Oetober 14, the Editor 
writes of **Our Village," (Grand Detour.). 
After boasting of the healthiness of tha 
glace and the energy of its citizens, he 
says : 

. "We LATe two stores, one of -which has sold 
upwardi of thirty thousand dollars' worth of 
goods the past season, and furnished a market 
for a large quantity of wheat, pork and other 
jwoduce, and a third to be filled ia two weeki. 
One ffood hotel; two blacksmith shops ; one- 
plow factory, tin shop, cigar factoi-y, one 
painter aftd glazier, two coopers and two car- 
penter shops, two shoemakers, cabinet shop, 
broom factory, one wheelwright and wagon- 
maker's shop, o»e turning shop for both wood 
and iron, one tailor, one physician, &;c. ; one 
grist and Houring mill, which turns out for ex- 
port from six to eight thou:?aad barrels of flour 
per year; ont sawmill, and one printing presB. 
Water-wheels are now being put down for pro- 
pelling a carding and cloth-dressing machine, 
and the manufacture of cloth. 

*'In addition, our water power, wliich is aK 



On the 10th of July,, the RegiUcr ' ready gufficient for pres^int purposes, can. be^ 
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improved to any extent, and will be another sea- 
son. We know of no town where mechanicg are 
better patronized than here, and there is still 
room for more, and their work is much needed." 

The next number announces the death 
of the Kockford Pilot and the dying con- 
dition of the Chicago American. 

The article on Grrand Detour seems to 
have aroused a citizea of Oregon, for on 
the 28th of October appeared an article 
<' puffing" that town. The writer gives 
the following business statistics of the 
plaee : " One clock and watchmaker, one 
saddler and harness maker, three carpen- 
ters, two cabinet makers, two paiaters 
and glaziers, one turner, one wheelwright, 
two masons and plasterers, two shoe- 
makers, one blacksmith, one chair maker, 
three tailors, ten barbers, two stores, one 
grocery, two taverns^ and six attorneys a|: 
law.'' 

Nearly a month later, we find aa arti- 
cle boasting of Northern Illinois, and set- 
ting forth its capacities and advantages. 
In this article is a statement that from 
June, 1841, to November, 1842, the set- 
tlers in this vicinity had paid at the Land 
office in Dixon, about $280,000 — show- 
ing a rapid progress, as the settlement of 
this section had commenced only five or 
six years before. 

The Register for December 9 gives the 
following statistics of Ogle county, which 
maj be well compared with thosa of the 
present day : 

**We h*ve seyenteen eaw-millB, two Distil- 
leries, ono Seminary of learning, sixteen School 
Houses and places of public worship, ten 
Stores. The estimated quantity of wheat 
r»ised the present year from three hundred and 



fifty to four hundred thousand bushels to say 
nothing of other grain, pork, beef, &c. The 
amount of money paid into the Land Office 
y^ ithin the last year, by our actual settlers, is 
not far from $100,000. 

"In addition to the River timber, which 
extends from one end of the county to the 
other, on either side of the River there are 
twenty-one groves, containing from one-half to 
six sections, or from three hundred and fifty to 
three thousand eight hundred and forty acres 
of timber each ; and so distributed over the 
whole as to accommodate every township in 
the county (which embraces twenty-one town- 
ships) at ninety-eight sections, or 62720 acres, 
(which we believe is too low from the informa- 
tion we have been able to obtain,) and distri- 
buted as it is, it places nearly every quarter 
section of prairie within reasonable distance 
of timbor, which will give about one acre of 
timber to every six of prairie. We designed 
to say something of our villages, which are 
seven in number, but want of room prevents 
us this week. The rapid growth and settle- 
ment of our county is undoubtedly without a 
parallel in the history of the settlement of any 
country in the world.*' 

The first number of the second volume 
is dated Jaunary 27, 1843, showing that 
omissions had been made during the pre- 
vious year. It also purports to be "pub- 
lished by the Proprietors," but does not 
inform us who the proprietors are. 

In February, we find a notice of the 
Winnehago Forum, a new Whig paper 
then recently started at Eocktord. 1/ 
our memory serves us correctly, the Fo' 
rum was the immediate predecessor of 
one of the papers now published in that 
city. 

In the latter part of March, we find an 
act ino rporating Solon Cumins, Wil- 
liam G. Dana and Willard A. House, and* 
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ikdr MSOoiatAs and Buocessors^ as Ibe 
^< Gnnd Detouv MftnafactuHng Oo^- 
ftkiy" with a capital of one hundred 
tboBsaad ddlhdrs. 

Oa the 10th of Maj, the names of 
Charles H. Lamb and A. G. Henderson 
appear in the paper as proprietors. Jo 
ixAyj Mr. Hemdearson withdrew from the 
coneern, leaving Mr. Lamb in sole charge. 
= No. 26, Vol. 2, of the Register, dated 
Augast 25, 1843^, is the last one we can 
find. No notice, is given of its suspen- 
sion, and we are at a loss to know how 
mcoh longer it smrvived — probably, how- 
«TeT, bttt a short time. 

Wc have before us No. 7, Vol. 1, of the 
liUnois Tribune, dated at Grand Detour, 
December 26, 1844, and published by 
John W. Sweetlaod. As this is the only 
Dnmber we have been nble to obtain, 
we can give no further irjiollijrence con- 
cerning it. Prom its typographical ap- 
pearance, we shoulJ suppose it to be the 
j®e/7i«<6r'«successon It contains a notice 
of the marriage, on the 19th of that month, 
by Rev. D. J, Pinckoey, of [lenry A. 
Mix to Miss Catlierine J. Bennett. 

In looking over the files of the Rock 
River Register, we have found a great 
mauy matters which would be of interest 
if republished at this time, but our limits 
l^bid our copying them. 

[NoTK.— The statement on page 51, 
that the eounty seat was heated at Dixon, 
is somewhat arroneoos. The first Circuit 
•Court was held there by direction of the 
Oonnty Oommissionors, they having the 
power le direct where the courts should 
hm held. The straggle oa the question of 
» division of (he county, in 1838^0, was 



animated and bitter. Petitions and re^ 
monstrances were the order of the daj^ 
and mneh ill feeling was engendered, 
which has not even yet died out. Ab 
many of thc^se taking part in the straggle 
are still living, we prefer to leave the 
matter here, without "raking np" any 
old feuds.] 



CHAPTER XIV. 

In 1835, George R. Webster and Ste- 
phen Hull settled in this vicinity. Sev- 
eral of Mr. Webster's relatives have since 
settled here, and the family is now quite 
minierous. Mr. Hull left a large number 
of daughters;, but no sons. The daugh- 
ters are nearly all married, and now liv- 
ing in tliis vicinity. 

fn 1835, John Wnterbury and Solo- 
mon Shaver came to this section to look 
out a place for settlement. In the fol- 
lowing year, they, with six other fami- 
lies — those of Wm. Wamsley, Wm. Nich- 
ols, ]5. Beardsley, Duncan Grant, Abram 
Schryver and Thos. Worden — numbering 
in all seventy-two souls, left Delaware 
county, N. Y., and came to Buffalo Grove, 
where they settled. They performed the 
entire journey with wagons, and were 
seven weeks and two days on the route, 
and did not sleep in a house from Xho 
time of leaving home till they reached 
this point. With the exception of Mn 
Beardsley, now a resident of Iowa, they 
are all still living in the vicinity of Polo, 
Since their arrival, four ether families of 
Waterburys have settled here. In point 
of numbers, the Waterburys, with tfceir 
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-fttaiily tj^maeetions, exceed any otb«f 
rfttodly in Ihis eedtion. 
• The 'first fratno dwelli&g fe Bufttb 
(Strove waft erected by W-te. M^rritt, 
In 1^86. This building now ^faadd n«ftt 
Hon. Z. Aplingt^t's new residence, at 
the nort/h end of the town of Polo. The 
first frame building was a store built by 
John D. Steyenson, who brought the first 
stock of goods in this section, in 1835. 
In 1836, Messrs. Wales, Hunn & Co. 
brought another stock in here. 

The first blacksmith's anvil ever used in 
4ihe Rock River country is now in the 
possession of Hon, Z. Aplington of Polo, 
himself a blacksmith, to whom it was 
presented by the venerable John Dixon. 

The settlement of the country pro- 
gressed but slowly from 1837 to 1846. 
The land sales occurred in 1842-3, and 
nearly all the money in .circulation was 
paid out for land. Men were selected to 
bid off whole townships for the settlers, 
-and had anybody bid over $1.25 per acre, 
they would have been in imminent danger 
of boini: shot by the pioneere. 

The early settlors had much difficulty 
witk their claims. The claims were 
made by each one's staking out ^uch land 
IU3 be wanted — as the land was not yet in 
iuafket, A claim committee was elected, 
regukitaous adopted fe tlic government 
of- the settlers, the elerk of the eoniaat- 
iee keeping a reeoixl of t\\e different 
iBkiius made. The Oovernmeut liad sur- 
vey ud iUt land into toi^neUps, and the 
p^ple subdivided it for thjomselves. Tk» 
fifstcomuiittee^lerk was William llUng^ 
SForthy who was ^uooeeded by Zenas Ap^- 
liugtoB. TJbe eldim .committee were often 



ealled upon to reiMo^pe -men wkoJbsd 
^^ Jumped" ckims; An old setter re- 
lates on amiising siory of aclaim figbi'be^ 
tween Y. A. Bogue and ¥. Oushaaii OQ 
one^«ide ' and H. Wales tmd CX W^. Kel- 
logg on the oilier side. Bogue. and Oualt^ 
ttkn h%d drawn a lot of raik to Ihe <^ dis- 
puted territory,'^ in tending to feace thu 
Imd and thereby seoore its po»es8ioB. 
Learning that thii had beeti doae^ W&les 
and Kellogg proeeeded to remoive the 
rails, Kellogg carrying with him a "shil- 
lalah." While they were loading up, 
Bogue and Cnshman arrived at the scene 
of operation. Bogue commenced throw- 
ing the rails off the wagon, while Cash- 
man ''pitched into'' Kellogg and knocked 
him down. Wales took up the reins and 
started on a run with his team, Bogue fol- 
iuwing and throwing off the rails as fast 
as he could. Kellogg, as soon as he was 
knocked down, promised to leave the 
premises if he should be left alone. He 
started for his coat, which was lying oq 
the grass near by, beside whioh lay his 
shillalah. Picking it up, he gave Cush* 
man a sound rap over the back. Cosh- 
man then ran to a pile of rails, and by 
fiourishing a huge rail about Kellogg^ 
ended the fight. The quarrel about the 
claim was finally settled by arbitratiol). 

At the first session of the Legislature 
held after Lee county was separ^'itf d ^f^oui 
Ogle, a half range of towns was taktfo 
from Carroll county and added to Ogle 
Gonnty on the west. 

Work on the lUiDois Cebtnal Ridhotd 
was leomoienoed in this county is 1B52& 
As tbe work progreseed>ftn4 tile prospeoft 
ofatil being fioished beeat»6^» eertMot}^ 
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b^sipesJ? ia this sectipa beg;aa to improve 
at a r^id rate, ^enas A{iIiDgton waa th^ 
ocwtjr^ctor for the eight miles beginning 
0U9 ^ile south of Polo and extending 
aeven miles north. In January, 185&, 
when the Kailroad was completed, there 
were but five or six buildings in the pres- 
ent town of Polo. From that time to this, 
the town has continued to increase rap- 
idly in population and importance. 

In the month of October, 1856, the 
Polo Sentinel, the first Democratic news- 
paper printed in Ogle cuuutj, was com- 
menced by F. 0. Austin. It lived, how- 
ever, but about three months. 

In the winter of 1856-7, the Legisla- 
ture passed an act incorporatin;; the town. 
The first Board of Trustees consisted of 
J. B. More,S. E. Treat, Z. Apliugton, G. 
R. Webster and George Swingley. 

Ilori. Z. Aplington, in 1854, was the 
owner of the principal part of the town, 
and he it was who gave it its present 
name, in honor of Marco Polo, the Veni- 
tlau traveler. The nanie has at least one 
important advantage, in that there is not 
another town of the ^ame name in the 
United States. 

In June, 1857, the Polo Transcript 
was started by Chas. Meigs, Jr., who con- 
tinued its publication until about the 1st 
<>f. April, when the materials were pur- 
<&Uaspd by the proprietor of the Polo 
Advertiser. On the 14th of April,, 
18,58, was issued the first copy of the 
Qijle County Banner, 11. P. Redfield, 
Publisher for a joint stock company. On 
the 6th of May, the first number of the 
ABYEuyiBEB* wag issued, since which 

*3e9 adTertisemant on second page of cov^, . ■ 



time its publicatloA has b^^n con,tiofiad 
without intermission. In January, '59, 
Mr. Redfield purchased Uie Banner office, 
and at once enlarged th« paper. It it ^ 
mattei^ of no small credit ty Polo that sh^ 
supportjs her two newspapers, and sup- 
ports them well. 

There are now in Polo two printi&g* 
offices and newspapers, three hotels,, oine 
grain dealers, seven dry-goods stores, two 
drug and book 8tores,two hardware stares, 
two millinery stores, one melodeoa fat- 
tory, one wind grist-mill, one ateaoi 
planing mill, three blacksmith shops, two 
bakeries, fifteen carpenters, four sbo^ 
shops, three lawyers, two coal yards, on 4 
wagon factory, one wood turner, three 
tailors, one cooper shop, three harness 
shops, ene tin shop, one paint and. oil 
stpre, two painters, two dentists, four 
practicing physicians, one furniture room 
and cabinet shop, four lumber yards. 

In 1857, a large and comniH),tiou ;s- 
byterian Church was erected at a eosi of 
about $10,000. It has a ba^^cwient whi 'h 
is used for the purpose of a lecture rn.io. 
The upper part is capable of seating five 
hundred persons. The building is made 
of brick, and is one of the first things tfO 
strike the eye in approachiog the town, 
Ptev. William E. Holyoke is the present 
Pastor. In. June, 1858, a parish was or- 
ganized under the canons of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Churcli, jind called Tripity 
Church. It is the design of the Vestry 
to, erect a handsome and comn\ocUp^a 
churchy edifice during the coming. s^paT 
mer. At present they have regular j§er- 
vices at Union IJall. Rev* Charles 
Tojid i« Jlep.toj^ gf th§ 
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Methy>dists have a churck edifice at 
Bi&ffalo Grove, aod hold services on alter- 
nate Sabbaths at the school-house in 
Polo. Rev. S. F. Denning is their Pas- 
tor. Besides these, the Unitarians have 
occasional services at Union Hall. The 
Methodists, Episcopalians and Pi'csby- 
terians maintain largo and thriving Sab- 
hath' Schools. 

There are In go and llourihhinu Lod«res 
of Odd Fellow «, fjood Templars and Free 
Masons. The tiiyt-nrnicd hold their 
iwetings at their own Ilnll on Fmnklin 
stPetet^ — said to be one of th^ linoat in the 
State. The Good Templars and Masons 
hold their services in Union Hall. 

Among other advantages possessed by 
Polo we must not fail to notice its Young 
Men's Association. The Association has 
been formed but a short time, but lia? 
aiready accfuired a library of about ohq 
hundred volumesi, to which it is making 
laarge additions. The number of members 
18 respeetable, and constantly on the in- 
oreese. 

There are now two free schools in oper- 
ation, and the project of a graded school 
is being agitated with a fair prospect of 
sucoess. As the town grows, educational 
facilities must and will keep pace with 
progress in other respects. 

The population of Polo is now estima- 
ted at frbtn seventeen hundred to two 
thousand. It is the. commercial center 
of a large extent of territory, drawing a 
heavy trade from more than one-half of 
Carroll county ou the west, and from a 
large share of Ogle county on the east. 
We know of one house alone wIio«o eaih 
raeeipit amoaai to over fifty ikoataad 



dollars per annum. The business of 
Polo is well ^< backed up" by the sur- 
rounding country, an evidence of which 
is found in the fact that there is no sta- 
tion on the Illinois Central Kailroad 
which ships a latger amount of grain in 
each year. 

I'hc niannfactures of Polo are just In 
their infancy. During the year 1858, 
31essr:»". Goodwillie, Jimmerson & Cairns 
erected a large steam planing mill and 
sash, dour «ud blind factory, at a cost of 
§i,UOO. In the fall, F. 0. Wilder com- 
menced the manufacture of melodeons, 
pianos and harmoniums, and eoutinuesto 
increa.se his business at a fair rate. Messrs. 
Geo. Uunt'c} cC Co. are coon to commence 
the uianufucture of 11. K. Frisbee's pat- 
ent broadcast sower and drill combined. 
There is no place in the West whore a 
manufactory of agricultural implements 
will pa^/ better than in Polo. An im- 
mense number of implements are gold 
here each year, which could be as cheaply 
manufactured here as elsewhere. We 
have no doubt our citizens would furnish 
a large amount of "material aid" to any 
such enterprise. Coal is easily obtain ed^ 
timber can be procured near by, while 
provisions and labor can be had much 
more cheaply than in the large cities. A 
woolen factory is much needed here, and 
would prove a profitable enterprise to any 
one who might engage in it. 

Building materials are plentiful and 
cheap. There are four ston« quarries id 
the vieitiityy from which is taken first-rate 
blue and gray limestone. Pine lumber 
comes from Chicago^ aod is sold in PoKt 
at low ralas. 
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The township orgftQization law was 
ftdopUd io Ibis Qounty ia 1849, when 
the Coaoty Commissiooers went out of 
office and tl>c control of affairs passed 
into the hands of the Board of Supervi- 
lors. The last Board of Commissioners 
consisted of Wm. Wamsley, WiJlard P. 
Flagg and S. Vf. Coffman. Zenas Ap- 
lington was elected chairman. of the first 
Board of Supervisors. 

Leonard Andrus was the first white man 
who set his foot upon the site of the pres- 
ent town of Grand Detour. He traveled 
up the river from Dixon , in a canoe, in 
1835, and made a claim at Grand Detour 
in the following year. Ia that year, Mr. 
Aodrus and W. A. House brought their 
families to that place. William G, Dana, 
Amos Bosworth and some others arrived 
in 1836. The nam« Grand Detour signi- 
ies Great Bend. Rock River forms here, 
we believe, the largest bend to be found 
anywhere between its source and its 
mouth. 

In 1836, the Hydraulic Company w(^ 
formed for the purpose of improving the. 
water power and erecting mills. The 
Company consbted of L. Andrus, A. bos- 
worth, W. G. Dana, W. A. House,. R. 
Green and D, ana M. Warner. They 
first, in 1836, built the saw-mill on Pine 
Greek about three miles from Grand 
Belour, now known as Dana's Mill. In 
'37, they commenced building a dam 
across the river at Grand Detour, and a 
grist and a saw-mill. These mills were 
not completed until February, '38. In 
tb« latter year, the Company made a di- 
vision: of the property and started anew. 
Solon Cumins, who arrived in that year, 



bought one-half interest io the coBctiw. 
When the mills were finished, Mr. Com** 
ins bought th^ other half, and has oontifl- 
Ued to hold them until the present timt. 
In the same year, and previous to Mr* 
Cumins' making the pmrchase, the naiMO 
of the Company was thaqged to Rock 
River Mill Company. In 1835, when 
Andrus ai^d Hou^e arrived at this plaqe, 
they did their first oookiag in the opei^ 
air, with Indians standing around them. 

The village of Grand Detovr was ]fLiA 
oat in 1836, when there were but a few 
log cabins. In '37, three fmme build- 
ings were put up — one for a store, which 
was occupied by a Mr. Palmer, whieh wafr 
also purchased by Mr. Cumii^s in ^38; 
the other two were dwellings. There was 
alst a store, started in '36, by Houie k 
Greep. The settlemejat of the place, dn- 
ripg the years 1837-8, progiiessed v^ry 
rapidly. Mr. Cumins states that h^s 
purchases of goiods during the years 
1839^0 amounted to S40,000. Hin 
trade was ^^J Ift^ge, his eustomers com- 
ing from Buffalo Grove, North GriKte, 
Cherry Grove and the wbole country 
about. 

In 1839, Messrs. Andrus & Deere 
conmenoed the manufacture of plows on 
a small scale. ; From that time to this, 
the business has been rapidly growing, 
ufttjil the Grand Detour Plow Faecory has 
gained a wide reputation throughout tbe 
whole West. Some idea of the magni- 
tude of their operations may be formed 
from the following statistics: Messrs. An- 
drus & Bosworth, the present proprie- 
tors, manufacture from forty to fifty plows 
per day — ^making a total of twelve thou- 
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sMd to fifteen t^oussitid per a»iitim, tft st' 
dnily expcDfle of frotii fl5Q tb 1^76, ^i* 
cltidi^O' of s^k uaed. DtiHtg the fifiiaEti- 
clal Crisis of 1857, tbe^ faetoi^ tras turned 
down itnd rebttilfc in ninety days — aa ex- 
ample ef energy falrely seen saye in the 
West. A niaffket for th«l* plow^ id 
l&tind in all parts of the West, inoln- 
ding Texas and Oalifoimia^ a^drthe sitti- 
atioa of the towti, on Roek Riyer, affords 
eioellent faoilitiei^ for shipment. 

1?he Gtpse^f the first steamboat on Rock 
River, tnade a trip up the river in April, 
1888. In 1844, the Lighter went up th« 
rlv^T to Janestille. She niade tWo 6t 
thr^e trip^, carrying freight mostly. So*' 
Ion Cumins loaded keif onfce 6f twice at 
Grand Detour, With iotit. Sh6 brought 
goods and groceries fr6in St. Louid. 
Some seven or eight years ago,a sohbotier 
builtatKiBhwattkee,randoW&the river and 
^t all the ferry ropes. The master Was 
ptostfciit^d at Bjfton, Omnd Detour ^nd 
Dixon, but defeated his prosecutors on 
the gt«0UBd thdrt Rock 'Ekvet Was U nati- 
gaMftiitreate. • 

Grand Detour it admirably situated as 
a manufa«turing point. Its water poWef, 
which has haiklly begun to be deVeloj^d, 
is one of the b«st in the State. Rodk 
Slver affords exoelktit f^idilities for ehlp-» 
ping manufactui^ed fa^rros to all parts trf 
the Weft* and Southweit^ While, beiiife 
only font miles fifom Nachu^a Station, oil 
the Dixon Air Lin6 Railtoad, shipments 
tot the Eadt are tfeladily made. The 
steamer Rockftn^S is expected to make 
regulaf trips between Kxon and Hock* 
ford dnring the cotniog season. As the 
cottnlry fttts up, w^ etpect to bee ©tabd 



Dfetouf groWiti^ in «l«e tttfd importance 
UhtlF it oblaitfi &^btt ft Wid^ tepktAficto 
th^n tit present. 

At an early day, Samuel M. ffitt aiid 
iJjtthanfi^l Swingley, ftom Maryland, 
claimed large tracts of land in the vici- 
nity of the present town of Mt. Morris. 
They Were both men of prominence and 
indueneiB, and by their representations 
soon induced a large number of Mary- 
landers to settle around them. They 
were not Without their claim difficulties, 
hoWetei*, ahd. prominent among thelt 
"tighting^ men" was one David Wordeo, 
a brawny New-Yorker, who was always on 
hand at any claim fight. He generally 
managed to remove the "jumpers'^ With- 
out resort to violent means ; but if the 
latter became necessary, he was certain 
to carry his point. Worden is said to 
have been k great lover of fair play ; and 
when any poor man in this section had 
had his claim jumped by an interloper, 
Worden made it a point of honor to re- 
move the ti^spasser — peaceably if he 
<)ould, btit ifc must be don^ ftt aily riat^. 

In the spring Of 1889, Rev. L. S;' 

OlaA-'! ^ Boreah And John Clatk, a 

committee appointed by the Illinois Oon* 
ference of *he M. E. Ohureh, located the 
Rock River Seminary at Mt. Morris. 
The rftii^ns of th6 vicinity contributfid* 
H0,000 in thoney an* four hundred 
and eighty aerefe 6f knd in order to secure 
^i location of ttie Seminary in thieir midst. 
The contract for erecting the building 
Was taken by J. B. ^tociOoy, and on th6 
4th bf Julyj 1889, lfh6 coVner stone Wfts 
Itffd. br: J. J. Beatty was Marshal of 
the day, and 'Rev. Aleiandet Irvihd'atti 
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S; K* Sauypky S^f .y we^e tiie dratovs. At 
thai lisM^ thert was not a aiogle hmimii 
MntatioD whhiA t mile of tfaeapot wkere 
the fMUida*io& was laid. Mr. MeCoy, 
idK) wa» to vecftive eighteen titonsaod 
dollara for the job, pml op a log cabhi for 
the aocommodatbaof his haD«ls, aod tkis 
wan the fiisl house erected in the present 
ttirii of Mt. Morris. In the Ml of the 
Mieceeding jear, the Seminary was opened 
m the new buiidimg, under the soperin* 
teiMlen(» of Joseph N. Waggoner; Prinoi* 
|MiI; liymaa Catlin, Assisttot, and Miss 
Cornelia N. Btasell^ Preeeptress. Mr. 
Waggoner is now s bookselleiF avd sta* 
tioner in Gakna. Bev. John Sharp was 
ikQ finst Steward of the Seutinaiy, and 
the first Postmaster in the place. P. G. 
PstriOy Mr. Sharp'^ son*in4aw, rranoTed 
to Mt. Morris with hiu^ and for sometime 
ltv«d in a bfunoj b«yt by Mr. Sharp. Mr. 
Waggoner was smcoeeded as Priaoipal by 
Pfof. J* D*< PinoJiney^ who held the post 
for h BiUBdbeir of yoAra. 

We have before us Vol. 1, No^ 20, of 
tke Mt. Morris GmzetUy dated September 
2fyj 1850, whiek would make its first is^ 
9116 date in April of that year. It was 
published by J. F. Grosh and edited by 
Pr»l. P. J. Pincicafy, N<k. 48 of the 
MMO yokmtf, dated February 27> 1851, 
it the latest issue Wie oaft find under the 
above ^< administration." No. 8 of the 
Moond TOlume bears ^e names of 3ray* 
ten^ Bftknr & Oa, aa Publishers, attd 
Prof. Pinckney as Editor, and is dated 
May 2Si, 1851. Iti says that there were no 
pressi, iQrpe, of printera ia Ml. Morrisy and 
tbough .the paper, i^s^ )pv,hlvihed there it 
>w)a»|m?iiadsoiiiewb«recise.. (Weptesiiaie 



at Oregon.) It speaks also of the OpZf< 
County Gazette soon to be started at Ore- 
gon, and wisfad it prosperity, ^. No. 4 
is dated June 26th. It is haqdsomely 
printed, on new type, and is, typograpki* 
oally, the most creditable specim-en of lua 
Ogle county newspaper l^at we h&Te yet 
seea. The (7a2;e^^e only liyed until about 
the close of the second yolume^ when it 
went down. 

The Nor^twestem Republican was com* 
meneed in 1855, by Atwood & WiUiants 
«^at least it was under the oontrol of these 
gentlemen some time in that year. We 
believe there was a change in the firm 
before the paper was sold. A little more 
than three years ago, Myron S.Barnes ptt]> 
chased the concern and changed, the name 
of the paper to Iftdependent Watchman ^ 
which he still continues to publish* 

For some years after tbe establishment 
of the instituition, Eock River Seminary 
was rather in a. languishing condition. 
The eo4u>try was new, money was scarce, 
axid the lack of pecuniary mesiss mate" 
rially crippled the progress of the school 
Thanks, however, to the energy and per- 
severance of its friends, prominent among 
was Prof. . Pibckney, it was carried 
through the ^* dark dftys,*^ and is now on 
a solid foundation. A new and commor 
dious building for the aeoommodation of 
the school was finished io 1856, which is 
full large enough for its wants for years 
to eome. Its situation* is a most desirable 
It is is on the summit of one of tl^ 



one. 



highest elevations in that part Of the 
country, and ffom tbfe obeervatary ioaa be 
seen the town of Polo s^nd mu(^ of the 
sarrouftdiiOg eonnftry. Mi* MorHe k' » 
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quiet^ pleasant and healthy village) about 
eight miles from Polo, which is the near* 
est railroad station . It is entirely free from 
grog shops and tippling houses. The char- 
acter of the school as an institution of learn- 
ing is one of the best in the country. The 
library and apparatus, we believe^ are all 
that could be desired. The Seminary 
has probably dene more to educate tho 
people of the Northwest than any other 
school in Northern Illinois^ and we point 
to it with pride as one of the most vahia- 
bk instit^itions of which O^e county ean 
boast. 

The population of Mt. Morris is stated 
at from one thousand to twelve hundied. 
The inhabitants are principally from Yer* 
mont and Maryland. 

The earliest copy we can find of an 
Oregon paper is No. 24, Vol. 1, of th« 
Ogle (kuniy Gazette, dated November 
5, 1851, and edited and published by R. 
C. Burchell, (now Prosecuting Attorney.) 
The materials used were the saooo em- 
ployed on the first volume of the Mt. 
Morris Gazette, At the close of the first 
volume, Mr. Bmrchell changed the name 
of his paper to Ogle County Reporter, 
the tide it still bears. For some time, 
the Gazette and Reporter Ornish ed the 
only newspaper advertising mediums in 
the county, and we accordingly find adver- 
tisements from all parts of the oovinty in 
their columns. 

The Ogle County Agricultural Society 
was formed on the 4th of July, 1868. 
The first officen were : Thomas Stinson, 
President; E. P. Snow, Vice-Prosidentj 
James Y. Gale, Treasurer; Charles W. 
Murtfeitt, Secretary; Henry Sharer^ Clark 



a. Wait, James W. Johnson. Charles 0. 
Burreughs, John Edmonds, Managen. 

In January, 1854^ Mr. Bvrehell srid 
the Reporter establishment to MortioMi 
W. Smith, (now Clerk of the Oirouk 
Court.) Mr. Smith continued itspablica^ 
tion until July, 1857, . when £. H. Leg* 
gett took eharge of the paper. Yitu 
Leggett is still the editor aiid publishetj ' 

Oregon is the county seat of Og^ 
country, and is situated on the west bank 
of Roek River, very near the gei^raphi* 
eal center of the county. It is surroundsd 
by blufb, making a beantiful valley for 
the town site. Its population is between 
eight and nine hundred. A substantial 
stone bridge is being built across tbe 
river at a cost of nearly thirty thousand 
dollars. The water-power here is very 
good, though we believe that it has been 
applied only to the mnning of a saw* 
mill. The location of (kegon is a beau- 
tiful one, containing ae handsome sites 
for residences ascan be found anyw faoM 
in the county. 

Brookville is the middle township #f 
the western tier, lying between BttfMo 
and ForestOQ. The villain of Brookville^ 
on the extreme western edge of the town, 
is quite a trading point. Close at knnd 
are Herb's saw and grist mtlfo. Fvoai 
Haldane Statsoa, in this tewnshipy a large 
amount of farm produce is annua% 
shipped. There is considerable ti m be r 
in the township and a plentiful supply of 
water. 

Woosung is the most southern railroad 
station in the eounty^ lying just above 
the line between Ogle and Lee, in BuMo 
township. A town was laid oat here on 
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Ihe completioD of the mlroad, by Messrs. 
BcHU^dya&d Brimbldcom. 

La&e, which, next to Polo, is the most 
important busiaess point ip th« oOuoty, U 
tttuated ifi Flagg township^ ja the south- 
f m tief of towDs, being next to the most 
oastero towa in th« tier. It ia twenty- 
ly*twfl* miles from Dixon and eighty-three 
from Chicago, on the Dixon Air Lide 
iBaih'dftd. Lane is one oi those lively 
railroad t^wns which have sprung up, as 
it were, in a day. On the completion of 
tihe Air Liae Boad in 1855, the town was 
iidd out, since which time it has grown 
at A mpid rate. Its popukition now num- 
bers from twelve to £tteeu hundred, and 
the Amount^ of business transacted has 
«bowQ a oorresponding increase. The 
Leader^ the£rst newspaper on the east 
aide of Hock Eiver in this county, was 
eommeuced by John E. Hewlett in the 
fall of 1858. It meets with a good sap- 
port — a fact no less creditable to the citi- 
s^nsof Lane than to the publisher. The 
«»«iitry surrounding the town is well 
fitted for farming purposes, being the 
bread, rich prairie for whieh the entire 
liortWo portion of Illinois is so famous. 
Lane is making rapid fi^ides, and we eon- 
Ad^Uy predict for her a brilUaiub futiire. 

Dement, in tho township of tb^ same 
%%m^j liea in the extreme southeaslk^n 
•oomerx>£ th« county. Considerable grain 
««4 otiiai'ifkrm prod«^'eis ahipped from 
bare each y^ear. The viilage was laid out 
ia August, 1855, by Anson Barnum and 
I. J). KobertooOi and now contains a 
population of about three hundred and 
fifty. It is situated about half way from 
Chicago to the Mississippi^ an Ibe V\%m 



Air line Road, and is surrounded by a 
rich^ beautiful and productive country. 

Adeline, in the township of Maryland, 
in the northern tier of towns, is quite an 
important point. It is about four miles 
from Foreston, on Leaf River, a small 
strea^n emptying into Rook River about 
six miles from Oregon. The village wa« 
laid out about the ye^r 1846, but little 
more was done till about 1850, when the 
town started anew. Phineas Helm was 
the first merchant; Julius Smith, now re- 
siding at Byron, was the next. There is 
a good mill-privilege at the place, and a 
saw-mill is in operation there. Fostler's 
grist-mill is about a mile above the vil- 
lage. The population of the place is 
about four hundred. The country sur- 
rounding it is a high rolling prairie, well 
interspersed witji timber, and is most ex- 
cellent farming knd. The settlers in the 
vicinity are principally from Maryland 
and Germany. George Mitchell, Post- 
master. 

The townshif^of Foreston is the most 
northwestern in the county. It contains 
the village of Foreston, which is tew mikjrt 
north of Polp and twelve miles south of 
Freeport, on the Illinois Central Rail- 
road. The village was iuid out in 1854 
by the Vice President of the Central 
Railroad, Mr. Neal, ifl>o then owned the 
town. Soon after, John l}ewitt laid out 
a large addition to the town^ and com- 
menced selling lots. Four years ago, ae 
we are informed, there was not a single 
dwelling-house in the pkce. The Rail- 
road Company built a passenger depot, 
freight warehouse and engine house be- 
fore the road was oomplcted. Sii|cc the 
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ecHtilpktioti of the tsAlta^y the H^mti has 
been growing* vety tapidly. A large 
number of dwellings, stotes, warehotises; 
&c. were erected in the summ-er of 1858. 
The country about Ferestou ia the rich, 
high rolling prairie prevalent throughout 
the county. We set Foreston down as 
one of the most thriving and prosperous 
towns in the county. Samuel Mitchell, 
Postmaster; Matthew J. Blair, Justiee 
of the Peace. 

The population of Ogle county in 1840 
was 3,479; in 1850, it was 10,020; in 
1S55, it was 16,456; it is now estiuiated 
at over 22,000. Churches and school- 
houses are plentifully distributed through 
the county, and twenty-four post-ofllces 
furnish mail facilities. 

Ogle county is in next to the northern 
tier of counties. It is about evenly di- 
vided by Rock Baver, which runs through 
it from notth to south. This river and 
its tributaries furnish' some of the best 
water powers in the West, which have as 
yet hardly been touched. When this 
power shall be used to its full extent. 
Ogle will be found to be one of the best 
manufacturing counties in Illinois. The 
banks of the river in many places are sur- 
mounted with bluffs, although in some 
places are found beautiful, rich bottom 
lands. Immediately after leaving the 
river on either side, one conies to the 
broad prairie — as rich jyrairie, too, as the 
eun ever shone upon — wbeixs the soil is 
d^ep and strong, the surface undulating 
enough to make it picturesque and 
healthy, while good spring water is near 
at hand. The prairies in this county are 
Jthieklyinterspiersed with hixuriant groVes 



of timb^pr, thereby obviating the mom 
plausible objectieiif made agamit em^A^ 
ting to the West. Bv«ry wber«, ik^ soil 
is extoellent,^ as the abvftdanti hKrvestt 
raised by our e^terprisiag farmers em 
testify. Some of the largest yieid« over 
known in the world have gi^^eo' tlM flwU 
of Northern IliinoiB a name waA^Hm^ 
abroad that is well deserved. The ilmooitt 
of farm prodttets annually exported it^Ok 
this oonnty is eaoiimoui^ and with a-veady 
cash market near at home, with tend so 
fertile and cheap, it^is no matter tw w&k^ 
der that our farmers are growing, ^vealti^ 
at a rate that woidd, astonish their down* 
cost friends. The country they iohobit 
is a rich and beatiti&l one. while the re- 
sources of the soil are not yet hadf de- 
veloped. The <KHiDties lying beiweeu 
Rock River and the Missisiifp« are geoi- 
etally e^eemed m bei<ng richer thou anj 
otiier portietu of thd State. . 

This oountry ie as healthy a» any poi{- 
tion of the world* Consumption^ tkr 
grim destroyer so dreaded in tlie Tliitttieii 
and Middle 8ta6fs^ while fever and agtie 
is almost a tiling of the past^ so ikai Mn^ 
gra&ts fr&m the East need kave »ei feafe 
of this Uftpleasant visitor. 

Men o€ small means, who are not eem 
pelled to "rough it*' wa the pvairieg to 
obtain a liviagy wiHfind itt Norlhem-B- 
linois induoeoients whieh need oftty tcf be 
coiisidared to arttraet them hither. LsmA 
ean be bought at low rates^ a rea«iy cadbi 
market is found ai any oi tl>e ntiifl^TOVA^ 
railroad statidnst with whieh the coABti^ 
is interspersed, and isf all these rOsj^eotify 
the owner of a hrm here is as w^U situa- 
I ted iks the farmer on the maisl tine ^ ^ 
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Oonclading Bemarks— Gouaty Officers— Post-Offices aad Fostmasters. 



railroad iirN«%^T*k' * PteaSjlvania. 
The dMFeftote kr ymli. mdbes tfftficre of 
praiiie land equal in value to an acre of 
land in the Eastern States, Irfaile it can 
be purchased for one^half or one*third the 
nominal price. Settlers here find churches 
«&fl ^Q^dols and ifteatlj aH thtf comforts 
9lod luxuifies of thoir eatlemi hotneS| at 
mtlch less cost. No ^tate in the Union 
affords equal facilities for the education 
of the people as Illinois; her free Soheol 
fljstem is her greatest pride. 

We have endeavored in the preceding 
sketches, to preserve our local records and 
to set forth the rapid progress of our 
iidopt^d 8tat6 itod county. In the former, 
we have done the best we could, though 
n$ parsoti cao feol metf kf enty than we 
do kow imperfectly the task has been per- 
fofined. \^e have at least the satisfac- 
iid* of kdoi^ing that When, in the future, 
sdi^e one m^re competent shiUl under- 
take the task, our labor will not have 
been in vain, and that we have done 
something toward collecting the materials 
for d Histonir ot Oqim Ovurtt. 



CQjmTT OFVIOBKB, BTC. 

n^jpme^liMtve^CifttgmB. .....B. B. Wlshborae. 

State Senator Z. Aplington. 

Representative Joshua White. 

Judge of Ciffid|0»«t, John V. Eustace. 

Judge of Ihf CfeuntyOoort Virgil A. Bogue. 

Olerk of CilCttH Ooitt tnd Stcotdttr.... Mortimer W. Smitli. 

Clerk of the Coufity Court Elbert K. Li^it. 

Bute's Attorney Robert C. BurcheU. 

County Tieaaurer Albert Woodcock. 

Sheriff. .' I Fraderfek Ck Petrie. 

County Surveyor , * Aaron Q. Allen. 

School Commi8Bldlier^..w.. ^ Br. A. £. Hilt4. 

Coroner. .,....>. «..Johri R. Ohspaao. 

Master is Cbaftcery Joseph Sear*. 



PpST-OFFICFS AND POSTMASTERS 

IN OOLB couirrr. 

Adeline George W. Taylor. 

Brookville - Bavid Hoffhbie. 

Bjrron George G. Swan. 

BaysviUe William J. Mix. 

Bement Thomas SnAh. 

Eagle Point Baniel W. Falrchild. 

FHz Henry Preeman Woodcock. 

Foreston Samuel Btitchell. 

Grand petour ^ Charlea Throop. 

Hale r Joshua White. 

KUlbuck , NslhanK. Bom. 

KyteKlver Alanson B. Olarir. 

Undenwood Baniel Glfford. 

Lane - JeremiiA B. Barber. 

Lee George W. Northrop. 

Mount Morris- Edward Bm. 

Ogle - Aaron We«k«L 

Oregon Edmund P. Sexton. 

Payne*8 Point WUlartl P. Bump. 

Polo « Geofso B. Read. 

Taylor Bexter Stocking. 

Wales Thomas Hlllar. 

White Rock <Jeorge Ambrose. 

WoMUQg «..« ^...WiWam BrMtetom^ 
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Reduced Prices ! 

Are now prepared to offer greater iaducemcnts 
than ever to Cash paying customers, in the l«i« of 

EEADY-MADE CLOTHING, 

WINTER DBESS GOOBS, 

WINTER SHAWXiS, &c., to 

Having just received a large invoice of the 
above goods, which must he closed '. out to make 
room for our stock of Spring and Summer 
Groods, we have MARKED them down to AC- 
TUAL COST. 

We still keep on hand a fine assortment of 

GEOGEBIES, CEOCEERT, HATS AND CAPS, 
BOOTS, SHOES, &c.. 

At such prices as to 

Defy Competition I 

U^^ Call and see — at the old stand of H- 
Smith, Mason street, Polo, Illinois. 
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J. H. m:ore, 

Mason SU'eet, two doors below the Sanford House, 

POLO, ' iLLiisrois, 

, o • Dealer in 

Drugs, Medicines, 

Chemicals, Fine Toilet Soaps, 

FINE HACt and TOOTH BRUSHES, PERFUMERY, 

GLASS, PUTTY, PAINTS, OILS, 

Varnishes, Dyestuffs, Fresh Garden Seeds, 
Manii&ctured Tobacco, Sniiff and Cigars, 

Pure Wines and Liquors for Medicinal Uses, 

SURGICAL AND DENTAL INSTRUMENTS, 
Trasses tid Shonkier Braces, Fancy and Toilet iliilcles, 

BOOKS, STATIONERY, WALL PAPER* 

Customers will find his stock complete, com- 
prising many articles not enumerated herein, 
and all sold at moderate prices. 
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rryif' subscriber has opened, in , Woodruff's 
I Building, on Franklin strtet, a large and 
Taried assortment of 

Faints, Oils, Glass, Sash, Doors, 

And in fact everytking that belongs to a 

PAINT AND OIL STORE! 

This is NO HUMBUG, but a 
Genuine and PracUoal ZSatablishment, 

Where jou can get Pftin4« and Oils that are se- 
lected b/ a 

PRACTICAIi FAINTER, 

The subscriber, having spent FIFTEEN YEARS 
in the Painting Business, is better qwaHfied to 
buy for you, and tell you how to mix and ap- 
ply your Paints, than any other dealer, in con- 
nect io \ with my 

TAINT AND OIL BUSINESS, 
I shall also koep 

PapeTHangings,WindowShades, 

Bird Cages, Looking Glasses, 
And a very great xariety of 

IF-AlSTO-Z- o-oox>s. 

Too numerous to mention. I have in my employ 

£]>WABD O. SMITH, 

Who has been in my employ for the last three 
years. He is a PRACTICAL PAINTER, and 
will givo yoi all the information you need to 
paint your houses. 

SIQ-N PAINTING done with neatness 
and dispatch. 

. ft^ ^^e in Woedruff's New Stone Build- 
ings o^ Ff^nliUn air^cii. 
nSl G. M. CLAYTON^ 



<Ja%ijletMaker,Fumiture Dealer 
- AN13 UNI^ERTAI^ER, ^ 

MasQO-st., ueflt (i{>or U Hi^ ^ost-Offtoe, 

vPbLO,:-. ^-.-i.v- -^^HXINOKU 



NORTON & PRESTON, 

Produce, Lumber and CommissioB 

MerchftBts, aid Agents for the sale of 

AGRIOUIiTURAL IMPLEMENTS, 

POLO, ILLINOIS, 

' W. MASSENBERG, 
BOOISIBIN^DER 

AND BLANK BOOK MANUFACTURER, 

Martin's Block, Tiiird Story, 

FREEPORT, ILLINOIS. 

Polo Boot and Shoe Store. 

U.. li. ADAMS 

KEEPS constantly on hand a large assort- 
ment of 
BOOTS, SHOES, GAITERS, ETC., 
Which he will cell cheap for cash or barter. 
He has purchased the right to use Grjsvr old's 
Patent Counter Brace. Boots or Shoes made 
with Counter Brace warranted not to run over 
ftn the counter. Stoi-e on M-Jison street, four 
doors east, of Division. nl 



EMPIRE HOUSE, 
J. H. Jay, Proprietor,, 

Netr Ifie UHaob Cenknl Batlroad Depot, 

JONAS M. REED'S 
LIVERY STABLE, 

Franklin Street, Polo, Dl. 

Campbell & Carpenter, 
attorneys aBd Coanselkirs at Law, 



AKD OENSRAL 



LA!n) AND INSURANCE AOBNTS, 
POIiO, IIiLINroiB. 

' C. F, SWARTWOUT'S 

FBIVATE BOAItDHTG HOUSE^ 

Tiro dq«r»Muth4f .X. N. fiar^er'»«t«rft,, 
PGiO, IIiUNO^S. 
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WILDEH'S 

PIANO -FORTES 



Wl I • I I— 

F. O. WILDER, MANUFACTURER, 
Masoxi Street, Polo, Illiuois. 



i>RICEB OF MELODEOI^S : 

4 octAvc, scroll ^.--►.* _ $45 0( 

4J octave, scroU-.. 60 W 

•o octave,. scroll _. 75 01 

•5 octave, piano style .. 100 0( 

octave, piaao etylo- - 130 00 

5 octave, piano style, double reeds , 150 00 

-6 octave, piano style, with two banks of keys 200 OO 

HARMONIUMS for churches and lecture rooms, with one or 
two banks of keys, and from foiir to eight stops. 

PIANOS— ft, ej, 62V ^^^ ^ octave — ^for from two hundred to 
four hundred dollars. 

TESTI:^a:o3s^IA.I.s. 

I have used one of F. 0. Wilder's Melodeons, and most cheerfully recommend 
it M « fuperior iDstrttmeot in respect to touch, purity of tone and finish. 

WM. B. BRADBURY. 

We would eall the attention of our readers to the Melodeons manufactured bj 
Mr, Wilder. We have taken particular pains to examine some of them, and do hoc 
hesitate to pronouee them superior instruments la every respect. They possess all 
the requisites of tip-top Melodeons, and are well finished. We would most streau- 
•ously ^rge upon Western men the propriety — nay, duty-^of patronizing West^rii 
m&Biifacturera in preference to sending their orders East, particularly when they ean 
be as well supplied at home Mr. Wilder hat in his possession testimonials of tbe 
higkest character, aside fipom bis Instruments, which need no reeommetidatiOR 
wherever koown. — Polo Adv^rtUer. 
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HAEEISOlf N . MUEBAT & Co., 



WHOfEailiE AND BST^L PEAIfKQB IN 



* 1-^ "^ 



&BOCERtES, PROVrSIONS, 

FRUIT, BOOTS AND SHOES, 

iriusrp:3KB 3sroTi03jTa* o^topEBii'y, 

STONE WARE, WOODEN & WILLOW WARE. 

Cheap for Cash, or in exchange for Produce at Cash Prices, 



WALTER CABPENTEE & Co., 



WHOLESALE MVn BSTAIL DEALERS IIT 



I?J^JE3SrT3, OILS, Oli-A-Sa, I>TTTT^ 

NAILS, FOBKS, SPADES, HOES, TUBS, 
' ' PAM. Bma. eBi(X£&f ilB SimW;!^ 



■ f. I I - m^i t It »i - . 



Agents for J. J. SANDS and XilLL & IDIVE^SEY'S 
XXX OREAM AND PALE ALES. 

8 
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1869 - - SFBINa TRADE. - - 1859 

DRT GOODS, BOOTS, SHOES & HATS 

AT WHOLESALE. 

(LATE DAVIS, MOODY & 00!) 

HAVE BEHOVED TO STORE NO. 42 LAKE STREET, 

Where thej are now prepared to show a lar^e stock of Dry Goods, Boots, Shoes and Hats, direct 
from the Manufacturers, comprising all that Ib new and desirable in each line of goods. G^pontry 
Merchants will here find a full assortment of Staple and Fancy Goods adapted to their traa(|y|d 
the season, all of -whiah willrbe ofiEered »t low prices for cash or apprprtd eredii. : 2^. 42 lAke 
street, next building to the American House. . . 

KERSH^AV" & Co., 

. orasT n; osn D80S TT Jins 1 iro^ 

KEEP CONSTANTLY ON HAND A TVLL ASSOETIOKT OF 

EVERT DESCRIPTION OF GROCERIES, 

ALSO, DEALERS IN BOOTS & SHOES. 

Give us a (Ball and examine our Goods and Prices before purchasing 

elsewhere. 

X.. ^WXIuJuULMBj & Co*,. . 
WASHINGTON STREET, LANE, ILLINOIS, • 

i)iALBB8 nr 

HARDWARE, IRON, NAILS, 

GH.^88, S^SH, FUTTY, 
GROCERIES AND CONFECTIONERY. 

j|l^^ N^Bv-^We Jba^e ft Warehouse on tKe track where we keep 
all kinds of Coal, Salt, etc., etc. 

OOL. D.O.MAY, ----- PROPRIETOR. 
UTfi OF TtoB " IHERICIN HOtEL," ROCEFORD. 

This Honse is located near the Railroad Depot, easy of access to passeng- 
ers arriving on the trains. Every attention paid to the wants of the guests, 
And no pains spared to make their stay agreeable. Good stabling attached 
to the premised. 
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ILi^i^E, ILLINOIS. 

lUX BE FOUND 

DIILTMD WEEKLY aSTERIIMDWKnRNNfNrSPlPEBS, 

LEDGER, MERCURY, CONSTELLATION, STARS & STRIPES, 

FRAHK LESLIE'S ILLUSTRATED. NEW TORE WATERLT. 

GLEASON'S LINE.OF-BATTLE SHIP, 

HARPER'S WEEKLY, BUDOET OF FUN, YANKEE NOTIONS, ETC 

All of the popular Hagasines and Honthlies, Cheap Pnblieatioiis, 
Standard, Miseellaneons and School Books, 

STATIONERY OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, lETC, 

^Iso, BL AlSri^S of A.LL KIN"DS 

REAL ESTATE AND CHATTEL MOBTQAaES, 

Warranty, Quit Claim and Trust Deeds, Attachment Notices, 
C^stable't Sales, Summons, Subpoenas, Executions, Attachment 
Bonds, Forthcoming Bonds, Attachment Notices*, AflSdavits for At- 
tachment, Security for Costs, State Warrants, Justices' A.ttachment 
for Witnesses, Praecipes, Praecipes for Execution, Garnishee Sum- 
mons, Affidavit for Garnishee, Warrant for Assault and Battery ; all 
of which will be sold ^t Chicago prices, and sent by mail, if desired, 
postage paid. 
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THE LANH LEADER, 

A MTEEKLY NEWSPAPER, 

PUBLISHED AT LKSE, OGLE CO., ILL, 

' ' '/ ■ '. r 

Terms $1.50 per Annum, $l.O0 lor Eight Months. 



JOB PRINTIM of EVERY DESCRIPTION 

Done on Short Notice and at Reasonable Rates. 

BLAIK8 or EVERT DESCBIFTIOH KEPT COHSTimT OH Jim. 

ADVERTISEMENTS II^SERTED AT REASONABLE RATES. 

' ILlitJSTifeATED LlPilOP ' 

THE ONLY AUTHpiIC BIO^JRAPHY OF THIS MO\|[NEP HUNTER. 

., One yol^me, 8 vjo.y Cloth' Gilt $2,5Q j .Half Calf, $3.50, , * ' 

' * ' 1®* Read the following from the New York THhine: : ^ " ' - 

' .' " The ftmous bwski^ooismafiof th^ Bocky mouataSnt is ke?« pottrayed tq ^be Hfe,; fron* Wts 
derived from personal testimony.. * * * * , * We will ivot attempt to follow the adven- 
turous Kit throt^h tKey^Hied experienW bf fofest I^fe^ btrt tomi rdfer our peadefs to the detaife 
which arc giren at length, and with much graphic power,, ia tfiijj ycJume." j . - i , • 

Sold only by subscription. J. R. Howlett, Lane, Authorized ^gent for Ogle 
and Lee Counties. 
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tnORNHlUDCOiliimiOIUTUWUiailllTMPOBliC. 

LANE, ILL., 

PROinPT AT^TJBNTIOiV PAID TO C0LK.E:CTI0NS. 

Office in the New Post Office Building on Washington Street, :^Up 

Stairs.) • ^ . ■ 



BUY YOUR BOOTS AND SHOES 

to 

WBERE TBfiY MME TAEiV.— SlfE ¥OUR MONElT! 



., 'If you want cheap Boots and -Shoes, call at 

LANGOON'S SHOE STORE 

\ 

CHESRY STREET, lANE, ILL. 

If you want a good article of Eastern Manufactured Boots and Shoes, call 
on the subscriber, and buy a better article, at less price than can be bought at 
any other store in Ogle County. My boots and shoes are not only cheap, but 
I warrant the work. 

IIII>S AX.WA.YS MieiSTDED GRATIS. 

A new lot of Ladies Over Sho^s, Plain Rubbers, Sandal Buckskin, (a njew 
article for winter) ; also, the English Pelt Boot witli Rubber bottoms. Gen- 
tlemen's Buffalo and Rubber Overshoes, all bought with cash and sold cheap 
for.Tcady pajr. ■ ^ , ' 

My stock IS the largest in Lane, and employ more workmen than any other 
inanufactitrer in the county. Ladies and gentlemen please give me a call. 

Store- one Aoof east of Turkington & C5s Hardware Store. 

Farmers bring in yoijir bides. The money is waiting for you. I now pay 
the highest market priees for Hides. 

J. E. I/4NODO]¥. 
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LANE I)IlTJa STORE 



OLARK & DANA 

iiUiiisTS & Amimumim^ 

LANE, OGLE COUNTY, ILL, ^ 

) - DEALERS IS . • ' 

FOBE wm, wmmEs^mmuss,m&,mEim,iimsikumssE,, 

XjIN'8SEX> OZZ4, SXTXt^ZXTGI- S>XiT7ZI3, 

Burning Oil, Red Lead, Window Glass, Paint Brashes, Paints, Potty, 
WHITE LEAD, POTASH, VABNI9HES, 

Eancy Soaps, Toilet Po^^ders, etc. 

PUEE LIQUORS, 

Brandies, Wines, Gins, etc., carefully selected for medical purposes. 

BURisriisrG FLUID 

Manufactured fresh every day and Warranted a superior article. 

PERFUMERY AND FANOT GOODa 

We invite the attention of all to our large stock of Perfumeries, em- 
bracing everything for the Toilet. 

POMADES. 

We Btill continue to sell the finest article of Pomades foun4 in the m^-rket. 

OOISrOElSrTRA-TEID LYE, 

For the speedy and easy manufacture of Soap, and for Printer^ use. 

EXTRA.OT8: . / 

Lemon, Cinnamon, Nutmeg, Vanilla, etc., etc., 

PEEYSICIA-N'S PRESCRIPTIONS 

Carefully compounded at all hours, day or night, Rememfcer the 
G. W. Clabk. place : " Lane Drug Store." C. d Dana. 
Clark A Dana are agents for Rarey's certain and speedy cure for 



Ringbone and Spavin. Cure warranted, where instructions are strictly follow 
ed. Price 50 cents a bottle, 
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oash store. -new goods. 

oa-k: fhont, laiste, ill. 

JAMES BRICE, 

(LATE BRICE & COON) 

Has jnst received a new and extensive stock of 

SPRING & SUMMER GOODS 

CONSISTING OF 

READY MADE CLOTHING, 

HATS & CAPS, DBESS GOODS, BOOTS & SHOES, 

AND A. COMPLKT* ^TOOK Ot 

aHOOERIES. 

WHICH WILL BB 

SOLD AT REDUeED PRICES FOR CASH OR PRODUCE. 

FenOQS desirous of purchasing goods will do well to examine our stock before porchaaihg elsewhere. 



SIGlSr OF THE TV^^TOHI 
OTTO WETTSTEIN, 

WATCHMAKER AND JEWELER 

DEALER IN 

WATCHES, CLOCKS^ JEWELET, SILVER AID PUTED WABE, SPECTACLES, 
Musical Instrnments, Tiolin Strings and Fancy Goods. 

He has also on hand the largest assortment of 

POCKET J^NT> TJLBluE CUTILERY 

:'! (-C^Ever offered in tiie western market Especial attention given to 

"Watch. Repairing. 
CLOCKS, ACCORBEONS AND JEWELRY SCIENTiriCiLLY REPAIRED* 

P. S. — Havinff worked at the trade for the past nine years, enables him to 
warrant his work to suit customers. 
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qHAHPB OF PIRWI! 

♦ •♦ . 

Having bought out the stock of 

HUGHES, FJRISBIE & Co.. 

Will Coiitiiiae Business at the Old Stand, "BorekaBall," Ciierry St. 

^.TTENTIOilSr THE ^IV^HOLE I 

The Enrolled Miii^a Of the First Brigade, Flr^^pivUiionof the UliopisifiUtia are hereby notified 
that for the time, (until mj next orders are issued) 

THEQi HEABQUABTEBS I4T BE FOUID AT THE 8T0BE OF JOIH A. I06IIE8, 

. Who is now, more than ever b«r«to£»rei, 

PROVIDED WITH MATERIAL TO DRESS THE WHOLE Ultf. 

* •. . 
And \£ yoa should «vQr Tisit Lane, and find yourself about to e&ter any oth^r store, y<m are here- 
< by «0fflBiattded to ' 

' COUNTER-MARCH AT ONCE, 

And come to Eureka Hall at once. • 

GOME IN FILES OR FLATOONS 

And the commander-in-chief of the Division will extend to you the hand of welcome. 

By Order, BRIGADIER-GENERAL JOHN A. HUGHES, Comnander. 
HOnrCST JOHlVIVir, rntate Secitetory. 

■ ':. . : -^ — -'♦r — ■ — .-.. ■'.■'' 
Mn FOBIST T« nOIB Tm HOIET 18 1 nnsn TO: 110 1 CA8B BOOIESS. 



Goods will be eold.20 per cent lower than ever aold in this market. 

Xo Hu!n]i>ug, (jome and flee ! All ■gooda usufiUy Jcept in a variety store you will find at 

JOiHM A. HIJ«HE8. 
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